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^ In 1858, the present writer published a smalL 

^ Tolame^ entitled <' British Columbia and Yan- 

N couyer Island," in which he attempted to preoent to 

^ English readers a full and accurate account cf the 

new ooloDj, so far as the knowledge obtained in 

respect to its prospects and resources up to that time 

would allow. In the course of the last four or fire 

years, howeyer, information on British Columbia 

has been steadily accumulating, and the ayidily 

with which this has been received, shows uiunis- 

takeably the growing interest felt by the British 

pubUe on the subject. This abundance of fresh 

knowledge, dispersed as it is through the columns 

of the press, and in official and private letters, 

imperatively calls for publication in a coUeetiTe 

shape, and it has prompted the writer to r^ect the 

notion of bringing out a merely revised editi<»i of 

his former work, and to adopt the safer plan of 

recasting his materials, embodying therewith a 

carefully digested selection of all the reliable i»- 

tdligence that has hitherto reached us : so iha% 
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in. &ct, tlie present volume may be regaided as 
Tirtually a new book. 

Prosperous as has been the growth of the colony 
fiinoe its establishment in 1808, it is more partdcor 
larly within the last few months — ^in &ot, since the 
discovery of the Great GtOld Fields of Cabiboo, 
that public attentioii has been drawn to this 
quar^. So alluring have been the accounts fur- 
nished by returned diggers and others, of the almost 
£irbuloua gains that have rapidly rewarded their 
toil, in this new auriferous region, that a stream ci 
immigration has poured in, not only from our own. 
coxaiixy and its dependencies, but from China, Oali* 
ioamuk, and other parts of the world. 

The mineral wealth of this highly &voured land 
ia unquestionable : not only has it been found to 
be the richest of gold-producing countries yet ex- 
plored, but it contains treasures of almost equal 
value in its vast coal fielda This latter source 
of wealth and of commercial and industrial develop- 
ment promises indeed to raise the colony eventually 
to the highest pitch of prosperity. Victoria, the 
4sapital of Vancouver Island, may therefore fairly 
hope one day to become the Liverpool of the Pacific 
Ocean. 

British Columbia has, however, attractions for 
other immignints besides miners and diggers. Owing 
to its salubrious climate, the fertility of the soil, and 
the abundance of its rivers, it is evidently destined 
to become, as its population increases, a great agri- 
.^ultural district j and there can be no doubt that from 



this fortunate combination of adyanta^en, farmers 

wonld find there a lucratiye field for their labours. 

In prsof of this opinion it may be stated, on good 

authority, that the colony has ^ lost this year full 

100,000^ simply through the want of agricultural 

development" 

. The facilities of transit have latterly been con- 

siderahly increased, and will be found detailed in 

this work, as well as every other kind of information 

Hkely to be useful, or to interest the intending 

emigrant ; and we may predict that from the thou- 

■sads now wending their way to British Columbia, 

the day is not very far distant when the completion 

of the projected Inter-Colonial Railway will vastly 

swell the tide of immigration, and accelerate the 

development of England's newest, and probably her 

most valuable dependeni^. 

The map which accompanies the volume has been 

made as complete as possible, and includes all the 

latest discoveries. 

W. 0. H. 

i, Powis Placb, W.C, 

AprU 20tJi, 1862. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA, 



CHAPTER I. 

Geography of British Columbia — Fini DisooTory of the Coast 
by the Spaniards — Hernando Cortes — Earliest Operations 
of the English on the Coast — ^Voyage of Drake— Later Dis- 
coTeries — Voyages of Cook and others — ^Discoveries of the 
Fur-Traders — ^Voyages of Berkeley and Y anoouver. 

Bbitish CoLUKBiA (formerly known as New Cale- 
donia) comprises "all such territories within the 
dominions of Her Majesty, as are bounded to the 
south by the frontier of the United States of Ame- 
rica, to the east by the main chain of the Bocky 
Mountains, to the north by Simpson's Eiver and 
the Finlay branch of the Peace Birer, and to the 
*west by the Pacific Ocean." It also includes 
Queen Charlotte's Islands, and all other islands 
'^adjacent to these territories, with the exception, 
until otherwise provided by the Queen in Council, 
of Vancouver Island. 

The region thus described in the Statute 21 and 
22 of the Queen, cap. 99, & 1, is the New Cale- 
donia which, as a district of the Columbia Depjirt- 

B 



2 BBITI8H COLUMBIA. 

ment of the Hudson's Bay territories, was classed 
by that Company among their richest possessions. 
While it was in their hande^ it extended muck 
farther south ; at present, under the treaty of 1846, 
its southern limit is at paraAal ^9° N., wliile ittf 
northern boundary runs in about parallel 55^. It 
is about 420 miles long in a straight line; ita 
average breadth is about 2?0 to 300 miles. Mea- 
sured from corner to comer, its greatest length, 
however, is 805 milefl^ and its .gneatest breadth 400 
miles. Mr. Arrowsmith computes its area, includ* 
ing Queen C^arlobtefi Islands, at^somewfaat more 
tliun 200,000 square mile& The denomination of 
UTew Caledonia dates no earlier than the time of 
Captain Cook 3 by Yancouvcr the coast between 
parallels 45° and 50° was called New Georgia, and 
iltat between 50^ and B4° New HJanoT«r. In I8O69 
the North-West Companjformed the £zst settlement 
in this district «T«r made by British subjects, on a 
small lake called, after the person by whom the ez« 
pedition was headed, Fraaer*6 Lake, and Binoe tint 
time Britbh traders have applied the designatioa 
New Caledonia to the whole region ezteoding &<mi 
48° to 5Q° 30', between ike Rooky Mountaios and 
the sea. 

These Tnonn tains, which are also known as the 
Stony, and, more southerly, as the Oregon Moui^ 
tains, form part of a lofty chain, which divides 
North- Western America "firom the other portions of 
the continent, running oontinnously in a north- 
west dirednoB, from the Mexican Andes to the 
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flhores of the Arctic Ocoan. Between this great 
ohaiti imd the Pacific an ample territory lies, of 
iiiiidi the main hreadth is loosely caloalated at 500 
miles. The northern portion, terminating at 54* 
40' N., belongs, nnder treaties between Hnssia and 
1^ United States of America in 1824, and between 
Russia and Great Britain in the following year, to 
Russia ; the next portion, reaching a line drawn east 
from the Gulf of Georgia sonth of Frazer's River 
in parallel 49^, to the Rocky Mountains, belongs, 
imder the treaty of 1846, between the United 
States and Great Britain, to tde latter Power ; 
the remainder, so far as the Mexican frontier, has 
been absorbed by the United States. In the nego- 
tittttoDS which ensued upon the seizure of British 
vessels in S^ootka Sound, and terminated in the 
Convention of the Esourial, the Spanish €k>vemment 
designated this territory " the Ooast of California^ 
in the South Sea ;** but it has more recently been 
known as the Oregon or Columbia River Territory. 
There is no doubt that the earliest pioneers on 
ibsse coasts were the Spaniards. The Pacific Ocean 
wtiB discovered by Yasco Kunez de Balboa in the year 
1513; MageUan^B Strait, by Fernando Magalhaens, 
in 1520. In the earlier part of 1532 the most 
northerly point on the Western coast of America 
<»oeiipied by the Spaniards was Culiacan, at the 
entrance of the Gttlf of California; beyond this 
town, toward the North and West, the lands and seas 
>crf Vopth-Westem America were wholly unexplored. 
An expedition made by order of Cortes^ under 

B 2 



4 BBITISH COLUMBIA. 

the command of Mendoza and Mazaela, in 1533, 
produced no result ; bnt a second, under GrijalTa 
and Becerra, in 1 533, discovered California^ of which 
peniusula Cortez, on the 3rd May, 1535, took pos- 
session in the name of the King of SpaiiL The last 
expedition despatched by Cortez was under the 
command of Francesco de XJlloa, who sailed from 
Acapulco on the 8th July, 1539 ; and who, having 
first surveyed the shores of the Gulf of California^ 
and having thus ascertained that California was not 
an island, proceeded northward, according toHerrers, 
so far as the 28th parallel, and was lost. Other 
writers, on the contrary, allege that UUoa reached 
the 30th degree, and then returned safely to Mezieo. 

A maritime expedition despatched by Antonio 
de Mendoza, in 1540, resulted in the discovery of 
the Colorado Biver, and in the same year a region 
identified by Mr. Greenhow as the beautiful distriet 
now called Sonora, was acquired for the King of 
Spain by an exploring force sent by Mendoza in that 
direction, for the purpose of discovery and conquest. 
Tlie name is said to be a corruption of Senbra, by the 
Spanish commander Coronado, in honour of the 
Viceroy, who bore as a portion of his arms an image 
of Nuestra Senora de Buena Guia, " Our Lady of 
Safe Conduct." 

In June, 1542, two vessels started under Juan 
CabriUo from the port of Navidad in Xalisco. Oa- 
brillo examined the coast of California as far north 
as 37® 10', when he was driven back by a storm to 
the island of San Bernardo, where he died. His. 
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j^ot, FerrelOy continued his coarse northward. 
Respecting the point which he succeeded in reach- 
ingy there is some difference of opinion. Greenhow 
contends that he proceeded as far as the present 
Cape Mondocino ; while others, and Humboldt 
among them, say that he discovered Gape Blanco in 
43°« Ckpe Blanco afterward changed its name to 
Cape Orford. 

These explorations had been made hy the Spa- 
niards by virtue of the papal bull, conferring on 
Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain and their succes- 
aoiB all the New World to the west of a meridian 
line drawn a hundred leagues west of the Azores, 
jthe other portion having been conferred by the 
Mofy Father on the Portuguese. When England 

.venoonced her allegiance to Home, she repudiated 
dbo the validity of this preposterous concession, and 

. asserted the right of Englishmen to navigate any 
part of the ocean, to settle in any country not 

^oocupied by another Christian nation, and to trade 
with any customers who desired to trade with 
Aem. 

la accordance with this policy, Sir Francis 
JQnake, sailing from Plymouth on the 13th Decern- 

I h^t, 1577, with only five vessels, carrie4 three of 
these safely through the Straits of Magellan. A 
0torm then dispersed the little squadron, and Drake 
was left with only one schooner of 100 tons and 
about sixty men, to prosecute his enterprise against 

, the whole power of Spain on the western coast of 
America. Tlie bold navigator persevered, however. 
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and realiaed immense booty. Ll ibe spring q£ 
1579, appsehendiog tliat the SpaniacdB would- in* 
tercept him if he should attempt to cetnm thiou^ 
Magellan's Stcaits^ he resolved, to seek a noftb-east^ 
•rly passage fixnn the Facifio to the AtUatiCy b j the 
StraiU cf Amomy which, diseovered by Gaapar Gor^ 
terealy a Portuguese, in 1499, ware long supposed to 
connect the two oceans, and to be the north-westK 
eirly passage so much desired by Eusopean naviga^ 
tors. The most generally reoaivwl opinion now i% 
that the Steaits of Anian are identical with SMIh 
mrCa SbraU^ leading, not from the Atlantio to tiia 
Facifioy. but merely mto» Stuban^e- Bay. 

Setting aside the question whether Drake fi>UBdi 
Kew Qeorgia, or approached. Fuca's Straits, it is 
indisputable that he disooFered and appcopnatad^aa 
English territory, the re^on extending* al(mg tha^ 
coast, between latitude 43° and 48"' ; and bestowacL 
upon it the name of New AJbiion,, 

In 1776, Parliament offend a iseward o£ ^gaO^^pQa. 
to the diseoYeror of any practicalile passage by aea^ 
between the Atlantio and the Pacific oceans, iniatty 
direction or parallel of the northern kamisphere 
north of the 52nd degeee of latttuda. Oi^piaia 
Cook, who had lately retaamed from his ssBond 
voyage of droumnavigationt offaced to conduet thiS: 
mission of disooFery ', and two v-essels wene plaaaaL 
under his command for the purpose.. 

The instruetions given to Cook weoa to proaaed, 
by way of the Cape of Good Hope, New ZoalamI,, 
and Otaheita, to the coast of Kew Albion ; thfioa 



im was to pnii iaio the firat oonTeniantk pert to eb* 
t§m wooc^ w«ter, axid Tefroohmeiitfl^ and thenee to 
proceed northward along the ooaat to the laiibiui* 
of 65 degreesy where he waa to begin hia aearoh for 
^'flooh riveia or inleta aa might appear to be of ooi^ 
aiderable extent, and pointing toward Hndaon'fl or 
Baffin's Bay, should he find a paaeage of that de- 
aviptioB*" 

Cook sailed from Plymoiitk on the 12th of Jolj, 
I776i in the SeaabUdonr fdlowed bj the Diaeovm^ 
under Captain Gharlea Glacke^ who joined him at 
the €2ape of Good Hope, . Thegr anxved in sight of 
tile north-weatara coaat of Amedea on the 7th 
March, 1778, neav 44% about two hnndred miles 
xoitii of Cape Mendocino^ For several daya^ Cook 
waa prevented from advanoing novthward by eon- 
tiBfry winder which fbroed him one hundred miles ul 
Ae opposite course ; but he waa ultimately enabled 
to examine partially a largo extent of coast, and to 
daiermine with greater accuracy than had been 
hitherto attempted the- longitude of that part e£ 
America. The weather at length pevmitting, he- 
took the desired direction ; and running rapidly 
northward, at some distance from the land, he waa 
OB the 22nd March opposite a projeeting point of 
the omtiiienty a fiMle beyond the 48th parallel, to 
which he gave the name of Cape Flattery* in tokm 
cf tihe improvement in hiapvo6peot& , 

'MUm. naangators ihmt sailed north«-westwavd» 
dsnhLBd a piqjectio& of tiia land, named by them 
Boiut AnakensyiDam the idoienoa; c£ the aaxf break- 
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ing on it, and fonnd immediately bejond a spacious 
bay, opening into the Pacific, in the latitude of 49^ 
degrees. Into this bay they sailed, and anchored 
on its northern side, at the distance of ten miles 
from the sea, in a safe and commodious harbour, 
which they called Friendly Gove. 

From ihe number of articles of iron and brass 
found among these people, one of whom had more- 
oyer two silver spoons of Spanish manu&cturo 
hanging round his neck as ornaments — &om their 
manifesting no surprise at the sight of his ships, and 
not being startled at the report of his guns, and 
from the strong inclination to trade exhibited 
by them. Cook was at first inclined to suppose that 
the place had been visited by vessels of civilized 
nations before his arrival. He, however, became 
convinced by his inquiries and observations during 
his stay that this was by no means probable. The 
iron and brass might, be conceived, have been 
brought from Canada or Hudson's Bay, and the 
silver spoons from Mexico ; and he imputed the 
indifference of the natives respecting the ships to 
their natural indolence of temper and want of 
curiosity. 

On his arrival in this bay Cook had christened 
it ''ELing George's Sound;" but afterwards he 
found that it was called Nootka by the natives, by 
^yhich name it has accordingly ever since been 
known. The bay is situated on the south-western 
side of Vancouver Island, which was^ till 1770, 
supposed to be part of the American continent; 
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and it commanicates with the Pacific hj two open- 
n&gs, the more southerly of which, the only one. 
affording a passage for large vessels, lies tinder the 
parallel of ^r 33'. 

On the 1st of May, Oook saw the land ahout the 
55th parallel ; and on the following day he passed 
under 57° near the heautiful conioal monntain, 
known since Bodega's time (1775) as Monnt San 
Jaeinto. The name of the peak was changed to 
Monnt Edgecumb by Oook, who also gave the name 
of Bay of the Islands to the Port Remedios of the 
Spaniards on its northern side. 

After leaving these places, the English observed 
a wide opening on the east, called by them Gross 
Sound, and beyond it a very high mountain, which 
tliey denominated MoimU FairtoecUlter. The latter 
was situated near the 59th parallel, and they had 
consequently advanced farther north than the 
Spaniards or any other navigatora had proceeded 
from the south along that coast, and were entering 
upon the theatre of Russian enterprise. Although 
^Mtnish navigators may have seen portions of the 
coQst of North America between the limits of 43* 
and 55^ prior to his visit, their observations had been 
tdo cursory and vague to lead to any practical result ; 
and to Cook belongs, beyond doubt, the credit of 
having first ascertained the true extent of the 
American and Asiatic continents, and their proxi- . 
mity to each other. . 

On the return of the expedition to England 
(October, 1780), it became known that there was 
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alnmdaaioe of ammflls with fine fdrn on the north-' 
west ooaat of Amecioay and that there was a Iwe^ 
CfMning for the fnr trade in China ; for the 8hip%. 
on their return to England after the deaths of CSook 
and Clarke, had put into CaniDn, and fbnnd a 
ready market for the skins oolleeted bj the orew% 
to the amount of 10,000 dollars. The Bnss&sns had 
promptiy availed themselves of informajtioa on. 
sabjeot acquired fix>m Ci^tain King, and aa 
oiation was formed among the for merchants* of 
Siberia and Elamtaehatka to open a trade with the. 
shores of the American oontinentL Bf tfab sma^ 
oiation tmious trading posts were eatahUshed in 
1 783, bet^vaeen Bliaska and Fidnoe William's Sound ; 
and in 1788 otiier Russian settlements had ezteadodi 
themselyes as for aa Admindty Bay, ai the foot o£ 
Mount Elias. Sinee that^time the iRussian frontier 
has advanced to the coast ef Queen CharLottsi^e. 
Sound. 

The publieation,. howevei^ of the jouBnala ef 
Cook's expedition in 1784-5- brought other Powent 
into these seas^ La Perouse, on leaving his connlry 
for the Paoific in 1785, was ^eeii^y inatmcted '^toi 
explore the parts of ihe nertbwest ooaats ef AmerioB. 
which had not been examined bj Oock, and oC 
which the Russtan aooonnts furnished no idea, in 
order to obtain informaition respecting the for trade^ 
and also to learn whetdier in those unknown parte 
some river or internal sea might not be found con»^ 
municating with Hudson's Bay or Baffin's Bay." 
But the geography of North-Westem Am^ff mi 
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9ftmed liitla by tiiis moTemani > £or of ike three 
■feonths pMied by La Peroiue om the ooaet^ one- 
i&ird im» apeat ai a&ebor ia a bay at the &ot e£ 
Mbtmt Faiinreadier^ aad tibe Mmainiks m vieii* 
ibg yariona poiofta of tba oMst aa &r aaath. aa 
Ifkmterey* 

. It is vemarkable that Goak,. tboa|^ he made 
diligeBt Bflaaoh for the Stiaitef EiMa».waauit8ii€» 
oeaifol in diaooveviiig i^ and that that honoiiE waa 
zesenred fi>r BedcalqF* The Stnaii ef Joan de Fuea^ 
throii§^ which that naidgnbor himaelf was^ believed 
ia Gook'a ttaie tO' have tadled from the PaaLfio mta 
the AtlaatWy ia 15^2^ has an avierage iridtii ^i 
eleven miles^aad nma fioia the Paoifiaiatek the QniS 
ofGteovgia^ Itia^sayaFemberton^figea from, sunken 
locks OK' afaeala; ita diaMtkak.i£weaBtward> &r ahoni 
aeventy asieB to ita junction iritli the ohamwhi 
whaA lead by a northMiy coune into the Qulf of 
Geoigia, uriiich aeparatea Yaaeoaver'a laloiML firann 
the ooMtuMnIk '^The apptoach^" continnea tha 
aaaae nvitar^ ''ia sale for all deacsiptieBa of vea^ 
aelfl) being liable to- no ether daagpjot than thoaa 
ineidaatal i» gidaa fiwm the &.B.» whiefai mtb. oea* 
ndeDafala int«v«a]a of tranqoil ineatber^^are m wxatar 
IM^tmioaaunon^ and te io^ ov zather dmae smoke). 
arisiAf from fereata <m fire in antoinn ; aithrwaghi 
IB Ae latter oaae sou&diiigB ace a aafegnard, aad 
good aaehoEaipa can genecally be foiond wiihia a 
mile of either shoia" 

''The facility of entering and navigating thia 
itnit haa been greatly increased bg^ the; eraotion of 
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ItghthottBes on the south shore by the United States 
Government, and on the north by the British. That 
at Cape Flattery stands 162 feet above the sea, and 
in dear weather the light can be seen distinctly 20 
miles ofL New Dongenefls is 100 feet high, and 
has a fog-bell attached to the lighthouse." 

When Cook's journals were given to the world, 
the British trade in the Pacific was divided between 
two great corporate bodies, each of which possessed 
peculiar and exclusive privileges, secured by Act of 
I^arliament. Thus, no British subjects, except those 
in the service or bearing the licence of the SouUh 
Sea Company, were in a position to make expedir 
tions for trade or fishery, by way of Cape Horn or 
Magellan's Straits, to any part of the western coast 
of America, or th^seas and islands within three 
hundred leagues of it: while no British sub- 
jects, not employed or licensed by the East India 
Company, oould proceed for either of those purposes 
around the Cape of Good Hope to any seas or lands 
east of that point, between it and Magellan's Straits ; 
with the provision, however, that the privileges con- 
ferred on the East India Company should not be 
considered as interfering with those .previously 
granted to the other assodation. All British vessels 
found trading or fishing contrary to the Acts by 
which these privileges were conferred, became liable 
to confiscation, and the persons directing such ex- 
peditions exposed themselves to the risk of heavy 
penalties. 

The next discoveries worthy of note made after 
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Cook's Tojage were those of Captains Portlook 
and Dixon, in the service of the Kirig Gearge^s 
Sound Company, which aimed at ■ monopolizing the 
trade between the North Pacific coasts and China. 
Portlodc and Dixon left England in August, 178£^» 
and reached Cook's River in Jnly, 1786. Dixon 
claimed the discovery of the land between the 54th 
aiid 52nd degrees of latitude, on the ground that it 
had not been seen by Cook, though it is spedaliy 
marked on the chart of that navigator as found bj 
the Spaniards in 1775; and having become con* 
vinced from the reports of the natives that this 
land was separated from the American continent 
by water, he bestowed on it the name of Quetn 
Charlottes Idanda, and on the passage immediately 
north of it that of Dixon* a Entrance, 

In the year subsequent to this expedition, Cap- 
tain Duncan, commanding the PHnceaa Royal, ascer- 
tained the already assumed separation of Queen 
Charlotte's Islands from the mainland, and dis- 
covered the group now known as the Pnfneess 
RoyciPa ArcJwpeUbgo. 

In 1788, Mearesy in the Felice, accompanied by 
Captain Douglas in the Iphigenia, continued his 
examination as far north as latitude 49^ 37', after 
which he retraced his progress, and on reaching the 
Strait of Juan de Fnca, took possession of it, with 
the usual ceremonies, in the name of the King of 
Great Britain. 

In 1787, Captain Berkeley, commanding a vessel 
called the Imperial Eagle, discovered immediately 
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nortilL of Cope f^tteiy, betTMreen 48^ and i9% a 
broad arm of the sea, Btretdung eastward froBi the 
Pacific. To this passage Captain Meares in the 
fellowing year gave the appeUation of Fnca's Straits, 
in eommemocatiDn of the old Qreek pilot, ^ose 
Mkny is so well known. Berkeley did not, how- 
€P7er, explore -the passage. 

The United fitates now began to engage actively 
in the trade of the l^orth Pacific, and the voyages 
made on this aoooimt were the origin of the Oregon 
question, which led to the Tveaty of 1846. In 
1789, an American trader, named Gray, sailed 
ronnd the islands now named Queen CSwrlotte's, and 
gave them (^ name •of his sloop, Wa^infft<m; he 
afterwards entered the Strait of Jnan de Fnca, and 
sailed in it east-soath-east ftxr fifty miles. In 1790, 
the Spaniards having provieroBly taken possession of 
Nootka and the coast genemlly, two vessels, the 
Diaoovery and the OkcUham, imder -die command of 
Captain Yanoouver and Lieutenant Broughton, were 
desptttcSied on the antiiority of a convention with 
the Spaniards, to receive the cession of tilie territoiy 
from their officers in the Pacific, although, in point 
of faot, the cession was not finally made till March, 
1795. Prior to their arrival on the coast in 1792, 
the Spaniards had nyuie p r o g res s in ascertaining the 
chaoraeter of the Strait of Juan de Fnca ; one of 
their afficens, Lieutenant Quimper, having, in 1791, 
proceeded to its eastern limit, and ascertained the 
position of the principal openings of the coast in 
that dinection, though it does not appear that he 
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entered ihem. In the aatnmii of the same year 
Gaptaia Qray, in the Oohmbiaf visited the mare 
narthem coasts, and explored a oanal in latdtude 
S4i° Z3\ which is aof^osed to have been that 
ftfterwards named hy Yanceuvery Portland Canal ; 
in ikhe spring, he diaoovered Bnllfinohes' or 6ray*B 
fiarbonr, between the Strait of Fnoa and Oo> 
hunbaa Biver, in ktitade ^Gr 68', and the day 
following entered the aBEumth of that river, and sailed 
-op it about ten miles, from whence he pxooeeded in 
boats fifteen miks further, and after some delay 
succeeded in his endeavour to get to sea. He gave 
it the name it now bean. 

On the Istof Maj, 1792, Yanconverand Brought 
ten left Cape Flattery, and sailed slowly alcmg the 
•coast in an eaetedy direotion about a hundred aniles» 
until, reaching the estaeme point to whidi it ez« 
iended eastward, they entered the harbour^ already 
known as Fjort Qitadra, to which they gave the new 
name of JP4)fi JMacevery, At a short distanoe beyond 
Fort Discovery, tiie navigators found another open:* 
ing in the coast toward the south, corresponding to 
Qnimper's Gcmal de Oaamaru), through which they 
entered an extensive arm of the sea with several 
iiniBehes, stretching in various southerly directiona 
On this arm i^ey bestowed the name -of Admi- 
rdUy Ifdet; its western branch was c^led Hood's 
Canal; its eastern, Foeeesaion Sound: while the 
southern received the appellation of Pt»get*8 Smmd ; 
and all having imdea^gone a minute survey, the 
oaffigatoM were in a poeitien lio deny the possi- 
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bility of reaching the oontinent through these 
channela 

After this examination of the coast in an easterly 
direction, the navigators proceeded to take posses- 
sion, in the name of the King of England, of all 
that part of New Albion, from 39^ 20' south lati- 
tude, and 236^ 26' east longitude, to the entrance 
of the inlet, supposed to be the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, as also of all the coasts, islands, disc, within 
the said strait, and on both its shores ; and thia 
territory they christened in honour of his Majesty, 
New Georgia. 

On their return to the Strait of Fuca, Vancouver 
and Broughton proceeded through one of the irUer- 
ineular channels opening into that strait nearly 
opposite Admiralty Inlet, into a long and wide 
gulf, having its course in a north-westerly direction ; 
and pursuing their way for a few days toward the 
close of the same month, they fell in with the 
Spaniards, who had sailed from Nootka^ on the 
very day (June 4) on which the English were 
entering into occupation of New Georgia. It was 
during the three weeks that the two expeditions 
remained in company that the shores of the newly 
explored gulf, of which we have spoken as opening 
into the Strait of Fuca opposite Admiralty Inlet, 
were surveyed by Vancouver and his associates. 
The discovery received from Vancouver the name 
of the Gvlf of Georgia, This gulf was found to ex- 
tend north-westward as far as 50° ; but the leading 
result of their explorations had been to enforce the 
conviction that no such passage existed. 
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The Spaniards, who had separated from Yan- 
oouver and Broughton, arrived at Nootka on the 
4ih September. Haying carefully compared their 
charts exhibiting the result of their respective 
voyages through the Strait of Fuca^ the British 
commander came to an understanding with Quadra^ 
that the island, which was divided from the conti^ 
nent bj that channel, should henceforth bear the 
name of the Island of Quadra and Vcmoov/ow, But 
it is now known as Tancomver IsiUmd, 
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CHAPTER II. 



(1806)— DeseriptiM •£ ifa« Lftke Scooeiy of Britidi ColMni- 

bia — ^Rivera — Climate — Native Population — Language of 
the Natiyes — Religion — Canoes — Houses, &c. — Agricul- 
tural ReflOurocB of British Columbia — ^Fisheries — Game, 
Wild Animalfty &o. — ^Cunenoy of the Bistiict. 

The coast of North-Western America, north of the 
Columbia or Oregon Kiver, is everywhere pene- 
trated by inlets and bays, and along it are thou- 
sands of islands, many of them extensivey lying 
singly or in groups, separated from each other and 
from the continent by narravr intricate channela. 
The entire length of this coast is, as already ol>- 
served, bordered by the Rocky Mountains, which* 
having their northern extremity in the Arctic* 
Ocean, lat. 70^ N., long. U0*» W., run nearly 
S.S.K, parallel with the coast^ sending out, at 
different places, spurs and buttresses, and dividing 
the rivers that flow into the Atlantic from those 
that flow into the Pacifia 

Mount Browne, 16,000, and Mount Hooker, 
15,700 feet high, are two of the loftiest peaks of 
these mountains* 
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The nnge of iniermediate hills be^een Ae 
Rocky Mountains and the sea is called the Casoadk 

Wrom Protection Island, says YanoouYer, coai- 
menoes the maritime importance of the territorj; 
with as fine a harbour as any in the world. In 
addition to the roadstead, which, protected by the 
island before named, affords secure anchorage in 
deep water withoot rook or shoal, the harbo«r 
itself extends above nine miles inland in a parllj 
winding direction north' and south, wiUi an avenige 
width of something less than two miles, shoaling 
from. thirtyHBX fathoms at one-half its length, to 
twenty-eight and three-qusrten, and thence gradn* 
ally to seven at its extremity, where it receives the 
waters of a considerable stream. 

The northern arm of the straits commences in 
an archipelago of small islands, well wooded and 
lertile, bat generally without water. In one of 
them, however, Yancouver found good anchorage^ 
Aough exposed to the south, having wood, water, 
and every necessary; this he named Strawberry 
Gove, from that fruit having been found there in 
great plenty ; and the island, from the trees whidk 
covered it, Cypress Island. About this part the 
continental shdto is high and rocky ^ though coveted 
witii wood; and it may be remarked generally, 
that the northern shore of. the gulf becomes more 
rocky and sterile, showing gradually a less and less 
variety of trees, until those of the pine tribe alene 
are found. Above the Archipelago the straits 

c 2 
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widen, swelling out to the east in a doable bay, 
affording good anchorage, beyond which the shores 
become low and sandy, and a wide bank of sand 
extends along them about one or two miles, closely 
approaching the opposite side of the gulf, leaving a 
narrow but clear channel. This bank affording 
large sturgeon, was named by Vancouver after that 
iSsh ; and keeping to the south round it, he did not 
observe that here the gulf receives the waters of 
Frazer*s River from the north. 

In this part of the gulf in the month of June 
Vancouver saw a great number of whales. Tfie 
peculiar feature of this continental shore lies in the 
long narrow channels of deep water, which wind 
circuitously round the base of its rocky mountains. 
Towards the north-west they get longer and more 
intricate ; the gulf becomes contracted and blocked 
up with islands, and the shore rises abruptly, in 
high black perpendicular rocks, wearing on the 
whole so ban*en and dreary an aspect that this part 
of the gulf obtained the name of Desolation 
Sound. 

This region is described, however, as highly ro- 
mantic in character, cleft by deep dells and ravines, 
down which torrents rush with foam and thunder ; 
by high rocks of every variety of fentastic shape; and 
above all, by snow-covered mountains of massive 
grandeur ; while fir-trees, proceeding from every cre- 
vice, clothe with dark verdure their rocky and pre- 
cipitous sides. One of the most remarkable features 
of the northern shore of the gulf is the small salt- 
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water lakes, between which and the sea there runs 
a narrow ledge of rock, having a depth over it of 
four feet at high water, and some of which, branch- 
ing off in several directions, serve to water the sur-. 
rounding country. In this district are found hot 
springs, and manj other evidences of former con* 
Tulsiona of nature. 

In 1789, Mr., afterwards Sir, A. Mackenzie un- 
dertook the task of examining the country north of 
the extreme point then occupied by the fur-traders, 
in order to discover a passage by sea from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. Departing from Fort Chip- 
pewayau, he proceeded above Heame River, through 
Hearne Lake, entered a river, until this time un- 
known to Europeans, except by report, which has 
been called by his name, Mackenzie River; and 
following its course, reached its mouth, in lat 69*^, 
at the end of July. Having thus established the 
&ct of the continuation westward of that northern 
ocean which Heame had, in 1771, discovered more 
to the eastward, he returned home. 

Mackenzie's second expedition, more directly 
affecting the region now under consideration, com- 
menced in October, 1792, when, leaving Fort Chij)- 
pewayan, he ascended the Peace, or as the Indians 
call it, Unijah River, for upwards of 200 miles, to a 
point in latitude 5&^ 9', where ho built a log-house 
and spent the winter. Departing thence on the 
9th May, 1793, he proceeded up the river, and in 
June reached its source. This he found in a small 
lake situated in a deep snowy valley, embosomed in 
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woody monutains. The lake ia about two miles in 
length, and from three to five hundred yards wide : 
lie found in it trout and carp, and its banks were 
doihed with spruce, white birch, willow, and alder : 
it is in kt 54° 24', long. 121** W., by his compn- 
taition. 

This is the principal water of Mackenzie Biver, 
which, after its junction with the Elk Biver below 
the Lake of the Hills, having already run a dia- 
tanoe of upwards of 500 miles, reaches, under the 
names of Slave River and Mackenzie Biver, the 
Arctic Ocean after a farther course of 1000 miles. 

From this lake he found a beaten path leading 
over a low ridge of land of eight hundred and seven* 
teen paces in length to another lake rather smaller 
than the last. It is situated in a valley about a 
quarter of a mile wide, with precipitous rocks on 
either side, down which fiill cascades, feeding both 
lakes with the melting snows of the mountaixuL 
Passing over this lake, he entered a small river, 
which, however, soon gathered strength from its 
tributary mountain streams, and rushed with great 
impetuosity over a bed of flat stones : these are 
the head waters of the Tatouche Tesse, or Vnxea^n 
River. 

Continuing his journey to lat. &2 j*', he then re- 
tamed up the stream to lat. 53\% whence he pro- 
ceeded toward the Pacific by land. On his way, 
he noted women clothed in matted bark, edged with 
the akin of the seai-otter. In July he found the 
mountains covered with compact snow, and yet the 
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weftiher was warm and the TaileyB beautif uL De- 
ncwMJing the main ebain of the Bockj Moi]Btaixi8| 
Jhe foand the conntrj ooyered with large trees, pine, 
spruce, hemlock, birch, elder, and cedar. It abomided 
with animalg. 

In 1806, Mr. FnuMr,* an employ^ of the Nortk- 
Weet Far-Trading Company, crossed the same chain, 
and esiabliahed a poet on a lake at the heed of 
the Tatonche Tesse, called, after him, Frazer's Lake 
end Biver, one hondred miles north (^ Mackenzie's 
tcack Still later, Mr. Hannoo, another partner 
ia the Company, mde an expedition in the same 
divectioQ, the results of which he puWahed, in a 
thin Tolume, at Yepnont, in 1822. 

The whcde of this rmt distriet is so intersected 

by lakes and riyerfi of various ^m^isions, that it 

has been ooapnted that one-eizth of the surfiMse is 

water. Of these lakes, one of the largest — Stuart's 

lake — ^is about fifty miles in length, and from three 

to four miles in breadth, stretching away to the 

north and north-east f<Mr about twenty milee^ and 

etudded in this direction with beautiful islands. 

The civeumfereDee is supposed to extend about 400 

.miles. The weet«m shore ie low, and indented by 

a number of small bays, formed by wooded points 

pio|eoting into the lake, the baekground rising 

abruptly into a ridge of hills of different height and 

magnituda On the east^ the Tiew is limited to a 

* For an interesting memoir of this distiQgaished man see 
4fae Oamdian News for Uie 20th of Manh, 1862. He was 
tan 1788, and is, we believe, still Itriag. 
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range of two or three miles by the iatervention of a 
high promontory, from which the eye glances to the 
snowy summits of the Bocky Mountains in the dis- 
tant background. 

Fifty miles west from this is Frazer*s Lake, about 
eighty-five miles in circumference. M'Leod's Lake^ 
in latitude 55°, is in circumference about fifty-fire 
miles, and was also furnished with a post. Then 
waters of this lake &11 into the Peace Kiver ; those 
flowing out of the other two lakes are supposed ta 
empty themselyes into the Pacific. The immense^ 
quantity of salmon which annually visit them,' 
leave no doubt whatever of their communicatioa 
with the Pacific ; while the absence of this fish £1-09^ 
M'Leod's Lake makes it almost equally certain that 
its outlet is not into that ocean. The river flowa- 
out of Stuart's Lake, passes through the populous 
tribe of the Nate-Ote-Tains, who informed Mr, 
M'Leod that white people came up in large boats to> 
trade with the A-te-nas — a nation dwelling between 
them and the sea j a statement fully confirmed by 
the guns, iron pots, cloth, tar, and other articles 
found in their possession. Speaking of the lake< 
scenery of this district, Mr. M'Leod writes : ^' Th«.- 
diflerent parts of the country, towering mountains^ 
hill and dale, forest and lake, and verdant plains, 
blended together in the happiest manner, are taken 
in by the eye at a glance. Some scenes there are 
which recal forcibly to the memory of a son of 
Scotia the hills and glens and * bonny braes' of his 
own poor yet beloved native land. iN'ew Oaledoniai 
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however, has the advantage over the old, of heing 
generallj well wooded, and possessed of lakes of far 
greater magnitude. Unfort^Mtely, however, the 
woods are decaying rapidly, particularly some va- 
rieties of fir, which are being' destroyed by an insect 
which preys on the bark." 

The principal rivers of British Columbia are 
Frazer's River, Salmon lUver, Thompson's Biver, 
Qaesnel's Iliver, Chilcotin Biver. The head waters 
of the chief of .these, Frazer's Biver — called by the 
natives Tatoutcbe Tesse — rise near those of Oanoe 
BJrer, the most northern branch of the Columbia. 
After a western course of about 150 miles, it re- 
oeives the Salmon Biver from the north, and some- 
what lower the waters of Stuart's Biver are added 
fipom the north-west. The stream is then swollen 
by the Quesnel Biver^ rising from a ridge of the 
Bocky Mountains, and running west into the- main 
liver of the district Next comes the Chilcotin 
Biver, so called from a cognominal lake, in whioh 
it has its source. This stream, which is shallow, 
and full of rapids, runs in a S.S.R direction from 
'Faet Alexandria ; its course is serpentine, and its 
whole length 180 miles, the breadth varying from 
icfrty to sixty yards. 

Further on, this main stream is joined, on the 
1^ shore, by Thompson's Biver, which, rising near 
the source of QuesneFs Biver, flows at the base of 
the mountains which bound the Columbia to the 
west : this receives the waters of several lakes in a 
oonrse of above 300 miles. The principal of these 
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18 Thompsoa'sy abore wiudi it is joined bj the 
Skonadiwap; which has its rise between the Okaaai^ 
gSB Lakes a&d main streams of the Colombia. 

Of l^ese riretSy Mr. Cooper, a recddeat in Tan- 
oouver Island for six years^ said in his eTidenoe be- 
fore the Hudson's Bay Committee (1857) : — *" I hare 
not myself persoaally Tisited Thompson's Bxver, but 
I have my information from persons who have lived 
tiiere themselves for thirty or forty years in iknb 
service of the Hudson's Bay Company. They sa^ 
that it is one of the most beautiful countries in the 
"vriMrld, and that gold is diioovertd in thai aind tk€ 
neighbomring district now. When 1 1^ the mmmm 
fmre getUngJirom/aw to twenty doUare a da^. I 
b^eve, from all I have heard and seen, that it k 
capable (tf produdng all the crops that we produce 
in England. Its climate bears no oomparison te 
Caii^da; it is much more mild, much finer; decidedly 
as much as Great Britain to tiie eastern States cf 



n 



The place et whidi the Thompson's River joine 
Eraaer's Biver is called '' The Forks." In pavaM 
49^ tiiis now important river breaks through tfca 
Cascade range of mountains, m a snecesfiien of fidfe 
and rapids, and then running westward about 
ninety miles, £ftlls into the Gulf of Georgia, six 
miles ^. oi 49"" N., that parallel being the boundary 
line between the British territories and those of 
tte United BUtes. The whole length is stated at 
about 400 miles. The co untry along its lower sfM^ 
tioft is hiUy and thiddy wooded, and the soil is 
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for the most part niitable both for aiable and pe»- 
ime land. Further north the ooaatry is equallj 
well wooded, b|it it is less genial and fertile, and is 
iaterseeted bj mountains, torrents, gnllies, and 



At its mouth, Fraaer's Biver is about a mile 
wide^ with a serpentine channel leading throng^ a 
nrad flat Fort Langley is sitoaMl on the left 
bank, thirty-fiye miles from the month. Thus &r 
the stream is navigable for vessels of considerable 
burden. The next post is Fort Hope, At the mouth 
of Qoe-Queallon BiYcr, sixty-five miles above Fort 
Xaagley. Between Fort Hope and Fort Yale, 
sixteen miles, the river presents no difficulties 
whatever to a canoe ascending, excepting in one 
place, where there is a rapid, which, however, is no 
great obetade, as dose to the shore, in the eddy, a 
cMnoe is easily towed past it But, about one half 
mile above Fort Yale, the river finds its passage 
between huge rocks — ^the sides almost perpendi- 
cidar — and a canoe cannot be taken any &rther. 
Fk)un« thence, all goods have to be packed. Now 
mud then a stretch of a mile or so is found, whore 
the canoe can be of service. ' 

From Fort Yale to the forks of Thompson and 
Fiazer Bzvers is ninety miles ; and from these to 
Ihe Oxand Falls, thirty. 

In respect to the climate of British Columbia, 
a gentleman who, had resided in the distiiot for 
eight years states that '* in the salubrity of its cli- 
mate the territory on the shores of tiie Pacific 
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cannot be Rnrpassed by any country in the world ; 
the soil, too, is fertile in the highest degree, and 
possesses great agricuHural capabilities — ^the more 
fertile districts lying, for the tnost part, between the 
Cascade Mountains and the ocean. That portion of 
the country which lies between the Cascade Moun- 
tains and the Pacific is subject to a remarkably 
equable temperature, the mean being about 54^ 
Fahrenheit The equable character of the climate 
is probably occasioned by the circumstance of the 
prevailing summer winds being from the north, and 
laden with the cooling influences of the Polar Sea ; 
and that the winter winds, coming from the west, 
the south, and the south-east — except the latter, 
which comes from the snows of the mountains — 
tend to prevent that degree of cold which would 
otherwise prevail. There are about four months of 
winter, generally beginning in November and last* 
ing till MarcL Snow seldom lies for more than a 
week on the ground ; and, though there are fre- 
quent rains, they are not heavy. Slight frosts occur 
as early as September. The air, however, is pure 
and healthy. The eastern section, under the snows 
of the Rocky Mountains^ cannot be praised fpr its 
climate. It is subject to great and sudden changes 
of temperature, occasionally going through all the 
gradations of summer, autumn, and winter in a 
single day." Mr. M'Lean says that he has experi- 
enced at Stuart's Lake, in the month of July, every 
possible change of weather within twelve hours — 
frost in the morning, scorching heat at noon, then 
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rain, hail, and snow. Mr. Dunn testifies to a 
similar effect. " Occasional frosts announce the be- 
ginning of winter. The lakes and parts of the 
rivers are frozen in November The snow seldom 
exceeds twenty-four inches in depth. The mercury, 
in Fahrenheit's thermometer, falls in January to 15° 
below ; but this does not continue many days." 
Generally speaking, the mean tempei*ature on the 
Pacific coast of British North America is, as stated 
by Mr. John Richardson, about 20° higher than what 
it is on the Atlantic coast in the same latitude. 

The Indian tribes in and about the region under 
consideration are thus approximately enumerated in 
an official " Census of the Indian Tribes in the 
Oregon territory, from latitude 42° to latitude 54°, 
derived from the trading lists of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and from the best obtaiciable information." 



Name of the Tribe. 



Where situated. 



QuacQtt— Nuvette and 
27 others. Tribea 
speaking generally the 
H^"ott language. 



Uttwettcs and 13 tribes, 
not included with the 
aboYe, and speaking 
diflbrent languages. 

Naas Indians, 4 tribes, 
peaking tlie same lau- 

Chym8yam8,10tribes,all 
of whom speak the 
«wne language, witti a 
different idiom. 

Skeena Indians, 2 tribes. 



From lat.64°tolat.50% 
including Queen Char- 
lotte's Island, North 
end of Vancouyer's 
Island, Milbank Sound 
and Island, and the 
Main Shore .... 

On Qticen Charlotte's 
Island, not included in 
the al)ove 

Nass Biver on the Main 
Land 

Chatham Sound, Port- 
land Canal, Port Es- 
8ington,and the neigh' 
bouriug Islands . . . 

At the Mouth of the 
Skeena Kiver .... 



Males. 



\9jm 

3,232 

857 



1,202 
195 



Fe- 
males, 



Slaves 



20,216 1 1,670 
3,381 



746 



1,225 
120 



Total. 



12 

68 
7 



40,805 
6^613 
1,615 

2^5 
323 
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Nome of the Tribe. 



Labanu IndbDifl,5trll>ei 



MQlMBk Sound, Otrlbet. 



Gia]kiiu>---Cowaitchiini, 
24 trilM, gpeakiDg the 
Challuiand Gowaits- 
chim languages. 



KewCaledoDkuIiidi! 
—(8 tribes koown). 



Saaetdi &idiiD%S tribes. 

OfaildnD imder 
Hallama, 11 tribes. ' 

CSdldren midar 
Sinahomiah, 1 tribe. 

Gfaildreik under 
Skatcat, 1 tribe. 

Children under 
Gowitchici, 7 tribes. 

Qiildren under 
Soke Indians, 1 tribe. 

Children under 
Cowitciher.3tribe8,notaB 
Com Platterr.— <5ulf of 
Georgia Indians j esaot 
numbers not ascer- 
tained 



Where situated. 



Gardner's Canal, Canal 
de Principe, Canal de 
la Beida 

Milbank Sound. Caoeade 
Canal, Beane Canal, 
Salmon Biver, and the 
Islands on the Coast . 

From lat 60^ alonff the 
Coast south to Whitby 
IalandinUt.4S^put 
of Vancouver's Island 
and the mouftk of 
Franc's River . . . 

Hlieod'a Lake^ Chelecw 
Una, Fort George Alex- 
andria, fai Fraser'a 
Biver, Conally Lake, 
Babine Lake, Fiuer'a 
Lake, Stnarf a Lake . 

StniteofStJiiandeFviea 
&, Vancouver's Islands 

Uveara .... BO 
Ditto. 

Uvean . . . 
IHtto. 

IS yean . . . 
Ditto. 

18 years ... 
Ditto. 

12 years . . . 
Ditto. 

12 years . . . 

yet ascertained 



487 



191 
686 



Males. 



717 



784 



3,176 



18 
aaj 



about 



1,266 

IMl 
517 
808 
178 
624 
39 



Fe- 



601 



797 



3,883 



1.160 



4a 

118 

161 

636 

39 



Slaves 



111 



47 



2*368 



810 

40 
18 
18 



TotaL 



1. 



1,088 



i|,487 



446 

1,486 



543 

i,7e8 

90 



Mso 



The leading tribe in. British Oolambia is tiie 
Takellies, or Tacullies, a name importing ** canierB," 
-who among themselves are divided into eight tribes 
of various extent. The character attributed to tiiese 
Indians by the travellers who have visited them is 
bj no means flattering ; they seem to be remark- 
able for their greediness, sensudity, and mendacity. 
It is to be hoped that the new colonists will incul- 
cate a higher condition of morality. 
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GaxDbli]^ is anothar vice to viiich iiiese poor 
TiMJiung apply their untutored minds, in nnooBBcioiis 
emulatioii of their bettecs. It i% indeed so mling 
a passion irith them, that a man will continue to 
stake <m and on until he has reduced hims^ to ab- 
Bokite nakedness and starvation. Thej are also 
described as unscrupulous pilf«rers. ^ 

The Takellies are a sedentary people, being mudx 
in-doors, particularly in the winter, when there is 
often so little stir in an encampment or lodge that 
one may approach within the shortest distance of 
the huts before one is aware of their existence. At 
the same time, they are very social in i^bmr habits, 
and very fond of ocmversation when they are not sleep- 
ing; they are frequently in the habit of exchang- 
ing visits, and of passing their time at each other's 
hutR. When it happens that a large number assem- 
ble in one place, the noise is incredible ; all make 
a point of talking or bawling at one and the same 
time, and the .convocation becomes a mere confusion. 

Ckymmodore Wilkes informs us that the Takellies 
are oi a lighter complexion than the more northern 
tribes, and their features larger, particularly in the 
oaie of the females. They resemble, he says, the 
Indians of the Columbia, but are a taller and better- 
looking race. He oorrob<»ate8 the account of their 
extreme filth, j^ysiealluid moraL They dressed in 
robes made of marmot skins ; but they are now 
(1845) clothed in articles of European manufiEusture, 
of which they obtain a plentiful supply. 

In common with other Indian nations, the Indians 
of this region have priests or mcdiciue-men who 



32 BKITISH COLUMBIA. 

practise incautations. When a body is burned, the 
priest pretends to receive the spirit of the deceased 
into his hands, which he does with many gesticular 
tions. This spirit he is thought to be able to com<» 
' municate to others living, and when h^ has selected 
the person, he throws his hands towards him, and 
at the same time blows upon him, after which the 
person takes the name of the deceased in addition 
to his own. In case of the death of a chief, or mau 
of higher rank, this belief affords the priest aa 
opportunity of extending his influence and power.- 
The language of the Takellies is a dialect of the 
Ohippewayan family, so largely extended oyer 
Nort}i America, Mr. M'Lean notes as a singolac 
fact that " the two intervening dialects of the Beaver 
Indians and Tsikanies, kindred nations, should differ 
more from the Ohippewayan than the Takelly . lan- 
guage ; the two other nations being perfectly in* 
telligible to each other, while the Beaver Indiana 
and Tsikanies are but very imperfectly understood 
by their immediate neighboui's, the Chippewayaus." 
The Takellies, like most of the tribes in this 
quai'ter, redeem, to a certain extent, their grossness 
and brutality in other respects, bj their alnontl^ 
imiverjal taste for music, and indeed, as musioiansi' 
are said to possess a superior ear to their neighbours. 
It is not impossible that this quality in the savage 
population of British Columbia may be made effica- 
cious towards their civilization ; for like the children 
in oui' own schools, they may be induced to listen to 
instruction, musically conveyed, to whieh otherwise 
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they would pay no attention. Mr. McLean tells ns 
that there is considerable variety and melody in the 
idrs ihey sing. In 'common, again, with more re- 
fined people, they have professed '* composers," who 
turn their talent to good account on the occasion 
of a feast, when new airs are in great request, and 
are purchased aB a high rate. As to their dancing, 
it is performed in circles; men and women pro* 
nisouously holding each other by the hand and 
keeping both feet together, hop a little to a side all 
at once, giving at the same time a singular jerk to 
their persons behind. The movement seems to be 
difficult of execution, as it causes them to perspire 
{»K>fusely ; they, however, keep excellent time, and 
tlie blending of the voices of the men and women 
in symphony has an agreeable effect. 

^^ These Indians," observes Mr. McLean, " are not 
given to hospitality in the proper sense of the word. 
A stranger arriving among them is provided with 
food for a day only ; should he remain longer he 
pays for it ; for the day*s entertainment, however, 
the best fare is liberally furnished." 

The Talkotin Indians occupy the territory above 
Port Alexandria, on Frazer Kiver, and are described 
by Mr. McLean as being on terms of deadliest 
enmity with the Ohilcotins. These reside about the 
cognominal lake and river, and are somewhat 
more numerous than the Kaskotins. Their district 
abounds in beavers and other fur-bearing animals, 
but they are described as indifferent hunters, and 
as relying for their chief sustenance on the produce 

D 
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of the lakeand tbariyer. Theyare 
with tlie use of fire-arms, and a tiayeller spectfiH 
** one partioolar gun of exoellent quality wiuch h^ 
tULW among them, marked ^Barrei^ 1808.'" Ecom 
Ihese circamBtaKioe8y and from the aaperiority c£ 
their general oondnot and befaavioar, ir%axk their 
greater cleanliness and oompaxative Refinements M;e; 
Cox irasi led to imagine that they nuiat hare had 
oonsiderable intercourse with the whites. Tba 
dreas they wore^ common to both sexes, and whioh 
IS a kind of blanket, fiiTOured the supposition witii 
Mr. Cox, who considered that these articles had 
been obtained from Bussian trayeilera. 

All the natiyes of the north-west coast are skilfU 
and enterprising traders. At Queen Charlotta's 
Islands they not only dispose of f^rs and fish, birt 
they cultivate potatoes, and hold, at stated period^ 
potato fairs, attended by the natire traders firon 
other islands, who again supply these and other 
▼egetable pcoductd to the more remote traders io» 
habiting some of the rocky islands in Behrii^a 
Straits. 

Touching religious matters, the Bishop of Oolam- 
bia, in his Jofwrnxd (1860), says : — 

** Most of the Indians profess to know of the Sack- 
ally Tyhee Fap% Great Chief Pather. They point 
upwards ; they say He sees all, is all-wise, and stroi^ 
and good, and never dies. I found out to-day, fiK»a 
two Indians of this place, that Skatyatkeitlah is the 
same as Squaquash Suokum, or the sun. The son 
IS the SackaUy Tyhee Papa. EJanampton, thft 
moon, is his wife, and the stars their children." 



as 

The oanoes of the natireB Tary in lue and form. 
Borne are thirty leei lon^ and about three leet deep^ 
eat oat of a siiigle tree— either fir or white oedar^ 
«— and capable of carrying twenty penHnuL They 
have roond thwart pieces from side to side, forming 
a sort of binders^ about three inehes in circamfe- 
zenoe, and tneir gonwales incline outwards, so as to 
cast off the sarge ; the bow and stem being decorated 
BometimeB with grotesque figures of men and animahk 
In managing their canoes, they kneel two and two 
along the bottom, sitting on their heels, and wield- 
ing paddles about five £9et long ; while one sits on 
the stem and steers with a paddle of the same kind. 
The women are equally expert in the management 
of the canoe, and generally take the helm. " It is 
surprising,'' says Mr. Dunn, '' to see with what fisar- 
less unconcern these savages yenture in their slight 
barks on the most tempestuoos seas. They seem 
to ride upon the waves like searfowL Should a sorge 
throw the canoe on one side, and endanger its over- 
turn, those to windward lean over the upper gun- 
wale, thmst their paddles deep into the wave^ 
apparently catch the water, and force it under the 
canoe, and by this action not merely regain an 
eqnilibrium, but give the vessel a vigorous im- 
pulse." Their houses^ for the most part, have large 
potato gardens ; this vegetable was first given to 
them by an American captain, and is now grown 
in abundance, and sold by them to the vessels 
entering their harbour, and to the traders at Fort 
)9impson. 

D 2 
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In working their cwreSy the Takellies are never 
in the habit of employing medicines ; of the vixtaes 
of herbs and plants indeed they are profoundly 
ignorant ; and the only remedy with whidi th^ 
are acquainted is an operation into which pttnt<K 
mimic gesture and rough handling of the patient 
enter most largely. It seems probable that the;y 
have some strong &ith in the efficacy of the vapour* 
bath or sweating-house. These houses are con- 
structed so as to present in their interior th^ 
aspect of a beehive ; they are covered over in sueh a 
manner that the heat cannot escape, and the patient 
remains iu the midst of the steam engendered by 
the process of pouring water over red-hot stone^ 
until he is compelled by a feeling of sufibcation to 
rush out of the sweating-house and plunge into the 
adjoining river. 

The houses of the Indians, which are constructed 
of wood and vary in length from twenty to seventy 
feet and in breadth from fifteen to twenty-five, are 
divided by partitions, and three or four families 
may be found residing in a one-roomed house. In 
the centre of each room is a space, six or eight feet 
square, sunk to the depth of twelve inches below 
the rest of the floor, and enclosed by four pieces (^ 
square timber ; here they make the fire, which is 
of wood and fine bark. The partitions in the 
houses are intended to separate different families. 
Around the fire-place mats are spread, and serve 
as seats by day, and frequently as beds at night; 
there is, however, a more permanent bed made, 
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by fixing in two, or sometimes three, sides of a 
room, posts reaching from the floor to the roof, 
sad at the distance of four feet from the wall. 
f*rom these posts to the wall one or two ranges 
of boards are placed so as to form shelves, on 
which they either sl^ep or stow their yarious arti- 
cles of merchandizei In short, they are like berths 
ia a ship. The unoured fish is hnng in the smoke 
of their fires ; as is also the flesh of the elk, when 
they are fortunate enongh to procure any. 

Their culinary articles consist of a large , square 
kettle, made of cedar wood, and a few platters and 
qpoons made of ash. Their mode of cooking is ex* 
peditious. ' Having put a quantity of water into 
their kettle, they throw into it several hot stones, 
which quickly cause the water to boil ; then the fish 
or flesh is put in ; the steam is kept from evaporat- 
ing by a small mat thrown over the kettl& By this 
method a large salmon would be boiled in twenty 
minutes, and meat in aproportionably short space of 
time. They occasionally roast their fish and flesh 
on small wooden skewers. 

. The houses are generally entered by a door of a 
circular form, at each end, about two feet and a half 
in diameter. They are made in the building after 
it is erected. In eflecting a passage yon flrst intro- 
duce a leg, then bending low the body you press in 
head and shoulders : in this position you will have 
some difficulty in maintaining your equilibrium, for 
if you draw in the rest of the body too quickly it 
is a chance but you will find yourself with your 
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liesd undfirmoBt The natiTeB bolt tbrough iham, 
with ihe agiliiy of a weanL 

Mr. Blanshani, late Govereor' of YanoouTae 
Idaiid, in his ezamination before the Hooae of 
ConuDonfl^ Oommittee, in 1$57, mli of tiie owuittijr 
abont Fraaer^s Blver : ^I ha^e besnlKit raj higU]^ 
■peken of by everybo^r lirl^io'has been th«e at 
being extremel j fertile, an« a soil of sonch the aaiai^ 
quality aa Yanoonver lalancL'' 

The aathor of a pamphlet^ poblidied wben iatoCTt 
WBB first awakened by the reports' reoeived firantf 
these latitadesy remaikB : — ** Lying near the baaJoat ^ 
^^raser Biver there is a Tast traet of low 'puHxam^ 
land, which mi^t be made aTailable for the breei* 
ing of cattle. Nesr Fort Langley, which is sitastad 
some sixty miles np Fraser Biver, abont fevr ailaB 
of open land exist ; and in the nmghbonrhood <tf 
Point Boberiis, which is dose to l^e line of 
bonndazy between the American and B^ritiBii 
ierritory, there is an additional taiet of greea^ 
amiling prairia Abont 200 miles from the 
sea-coast, along the banks of Thompson Bb^et, a 
magnificent extent of pastnre-land stretches £» 
some 900 miles^ till it reaches Lake Okaaa^^ nk 
•ne of "the sonioes of the Rirer Oolvmbia. if 
native report can be rriied upon, large tracts of 
lerel pastore-Iand are to be met with nearTschesaii^ 
or Jarns Inlet^ which lies near the ooast, midway 
np the Gnlf of C^rgia, and opposite Yancowper 
Island. A fine seam of sound workable coal has 

oropping ont of the sQifiude of the 
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mal at BeUingbam Bay, whidi is about twenty 
miles south of tlie boundaiy line, and is, oonse* 
qvmtijy bA Ammaax possession. However, when 
the oanntrT' shall he * pvo^eeted,' a oontiniiation of 
thoanamwill dofbtless be found extending tkroni^ 
the* British temtcfty* J^frmiy a small Tein eC 
the vafaiAjUe minetal la* been disooTered lynig 
«n. asodsljpne Jbetween fturrani Oanal and Home 
Sound." 

Xhe asflse sort of hopefiil language is addressed 
to the agriooltond eiaases by one jnst retvmed 
<lde3) ftom the CkOd Fields :— 

^The agnoaltorist most wanted in British Colim^ 
haeet the present moment, is the small fiurmer, who 
here at homo tills a few acres. The best wny of 
vorUng is in partnecBhip with one or moee men of 
n sisHlar standing, Xhe workii^ in partnership 
wall soon make enough to proyide sore homes ler 
mves and little ones ; and when sooh is the ease, 
wives and ohildren, or sweethearts, oan be sent 
fotrb 

^ I woold not advise &niung on a large scale, be- 
eanB%as Ihayesaid,the oirciunstanoaaof to-day in a 
new eeleny may widely differ from thoee which will 
fisdst SIB months henoe; andeeoondly,lbrthe]|pasoi4 
that laige ficming reqoires large laboor ;»and as m 
British Colombia labour is, and will be for some 
yearn to eeme^ eoctremely expensive^ a large outlay 
of eapital would be oevtain, while, the fiances of an 
efoally large return would be donbtfhL 

^The temer to $nak$ Bumey at onee in British 
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Colambia, is he who depends, entirelj on his owtt 
labour and common sense. Such a man oan huy 
land on easy terms, land which in a few yean will 
be worth fifty times the present price, and the yeariy 
Talue of which will steadily rise, so that a sale at 
any time must be a 'sooro^o^ profit. Nor.|p> it 
necessary to pay the entire pmr(d|p^money befoiae 
entering on possession. Instalments, are taken^ ami 
so, although the price per i^re is inly four*8hilliiigB 
and two-x)ence, yet an immediate payment of that 
Bum upon the purchase of ev^ryW^re is not requimL 

<< Thisknd will be a soarcetif future wealth to tlie 
tillei^s children, and certainly in the meantime be a 
maintenance for himsel£ I know of no better way 
in which the fietther, or the man who hopes some day 
to be a husband andafather, can do his doty to ike 
existing or hoped-for children than in working haxd 
himself as an agricultural emigrant for the benefit 
of those belonging to him, whom, in the oourae.of 
nature, he will leave behind upon this earth. 

'< The emigrant, howeTer, need not purchase land, 
unless he is willing. He can 'squat' upon unsav- 
veyed lands^ the title of which he may make sure of 
getting when they are surr^ed, up to which tamt 
the only expense to which he oan be put will be one 
small registration fee. Of course, good lands in 
the neighbourhoods of towns are pretty well All ap* 
*propriated by this time, and I tell proposing settUnr 
at once, that they must be prepared to jx>ugh it at 
first, with no other faces to look tipon* than thetir 
own^ which will be cheerful enough if they work 
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hardy and are determined to put a good &oe upon 
mattera.'' 

Thoagb the extent of reallj good land in Briiiah 
Coiumbia is oertainlj small compared Mritk mounh 
lain and £:>Tesi tracts, yet it is very large in pro- 
jpc/^vm to the ntmybc^ ci iilhabitants. The toil is 
'gvdry w liere &rtA»7 tfaoogh in many places it is 
extremely light anl^andy. 
Mr. Pembertoft says ^-^ 
' ^ The feri^fity ofthe soil in the neighbourhood of 
the gold-bearing f^eks is very remarkable, and is 
indicated rather by the production from ordinary 
aeed of gigantic roots' and vegetables and fruits, 
than by crops of grain." 

*^ An acre of land planted with 200 apple-trees 
would, at the end of three years, on a minute calcu- 
'lation, cost a proprietor' from BOL to 40^., and the 
^efwest selling price of an acre of apple-trees of that 
ageisSOOr 

A. miner who has lately (1862) returned from the 
.Geld Fields, and who seems to have been a shrewd 
observer, remarks — 

/ ^All along the coast of Yanoouver Island the 
diakeries may be desoribed as beyond value. Sal** 
mott and herrings abound to an extent almost un- 
known elsewhere, and mackerel and cod are alv> 
fmrnd. The produce of these fineries, along with 
tht coal and timber, form the principal resources of 
ihe'ifllandi as it is not well adapted for pastoral and 
net altogetner for agricultural purposes. 
% *<0f salmon there are four kinds, differing in the 
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omfonMtioB of the hmL The kcgert nprnam 
the same with that found in Great BritaiiL 
fiih aaeend Erazor^ RiTer and ite trihateneBy fitema^ 
t^ Pacific, in immeBse shoaky proceddicg iomamUt^ 
the soaroea of tiie ateeam until stopped by aiiaUbiP 
-water. Baving deposited their spawn, their* li il il' 
bodies are seen floating down the cnrrentin ihifmi^ 
sands ; few of them ever letom to thV sea; a»d^ wm 
eonseqaence of the old fish perishing in this matt* 
ner, tiiej £ul, in this quarter, every fouMi year^ aaid . 
then the nattves starve in all dtzfctieBS^*' 

ISie aslmon fidieiy commences about the miiilfr 
of July, and ends in October* This is a very hu^ 
time with the natives ; for npon their saooees as 
seenringa sapply of salmon for the winter depends 
their main sappootti Their met^iod <tf oatdbiB^ thw 
asimon is this : A certain part of tiie river is eo^ 
dosed by a number of stakes^ about twdve feci 
high, and extending about forty fbetfrom the sheaa. 
A. netting of rods is attached to the stakes to pre* 
vent tiie salmon raming through. A oonml 
machine, called a vorvean, is neort formed; it* ia- 
eighteen feet long and five feet hi^, and is mactoof 
rods about aa inch and a quarter asundei^ and'- 
lashed to hoops with ^i^iatti^ a toiq^ fibrous see* 
i9*d in sawing bark. One end is iltrmed like a 
fbnnel^ to admit tiie fish ; two smaller mj y%liiiT ai^ of 
Bsariy equal length, an joined to it Itreqniress 
anmbsr of bands to attach these vorfieaos to Urn 
stake, but they are very e fe e ti wa fbt» their purpose^ 
AS'Saon as a cargo of salmon is caught, the natives 
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hring it to the tsBdiiig poit in ibeir waoei. A. 
wnmlwr of Inditti woxae^ axe amplojied bj the 
tmdfir, Mited oa the beaoh^ with knives nedj to 
•vti lip tho fish. The salmon aBeoomitedfinDneadi 
I&diaB^ £ar whioha tiokot is given lor the qnantity, 
lime or amsIL St^ the wheie of the sslmon tie 
Iwaded, the IndUsns ooi%;TCgate xataad tiks tndiiig 
Vfeiop lor thebrpajiaent^ and geeeii'e, animnyiitiony 
hmn^ tobsoBOy hntton^ ko. 

The womSDL eB^OT^sd bj the trader eom* 
asence euttiag-cAti tiie badt*beBe end the heads 
o£ the Bshnosu iChey an then takaa to the satter, 
mmI pkoad in m kurge hogifiead, with » quantity of 
ODaoe salt Thsy Mmain them for ae?eral diqr% 
wdalthey become <piite fion. The piokle prodnoed 
fkom these is boiled in a hagB oeppec kettle; and 
the blood, which floats hf the bMling process to 
the to|)^ is Hkimined o^ leaviag the piokle peHbetij 
elaaa; The sahiu» are then taken from the hogji* 
heady and peaked in tieraes^ with alittie more salt ; 
tbatieroeaaBs then headed np, and Udd upon their 
hilgfl^ or widest psart^ leaving the bung^le cqpen ; 
Ike piokle is aszt peoBMl in, until the tiene beoomes 
fiili.; aoindaof obgrt abeatfrmrinahsahii^isthatt 
msdo zonnd the* bonghidfi^ into wUoh the oil ficMi 
the salmon iisea This oil is skianned oS, aad 
m the salmon imfaibes the picUe more picUe ii 
poBPsd is, io as to keep the li^pdd saffieienkly 
en. the smdGsee, and aflbrd fisMdlitf for skhnmiiig 
off the oiL Whan the oil ceases to rise to the 
siielarovid the h up ghot e^ the sahnon is supposed 
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to be snfficieniljr prepared ; the daj circle is 
deftred awaj, and the hole is bunged np. Sftlnion 
m> cored will keep good for three yean. Thii^ 
soaked in a little water for a few hoars preyioos to 
nsingy la delicions eating ; bat of coarse mnch of Ha 
delicioosness depends on its original quality when 
taken and its freshness when pat in salt 

In inmedjitte connexion with this part of*1ii^ 
question, the following remacks from Mr. Pember- 
ton's pen will be found of intenst :-^ 

*' Salt on the coast for caring fish and beef^ and 
other similar purposes, is exceedingly valuable. Ike 
Sandwich Island salt contains too much lime to be 
used for these .purposes. Lirerpool salt is retailed 
in the Sound, as hig^ as 15c. per pound; this 
makes the subject worth inyestigating. 

" A gallon of water from the Nanaimo spring pro* 
duced 1 lb. of salt (a gallon of sea water produces 
4| oz.), the spring produced about a gallon a minute 
—the specific gravity of the water, taken roughly, 
was about 10*60. These springs will not of courae 
compare with the brine springs of Worcestershire 
or those of Utah, which contain one-third their 
weight in salt^ but for the reason mentioned the 
subject is not uninteresting. The offensiTe smdl 
alluded to in the Report of Professor Taylor on two 
of these springs, arose from the decomposition whidi 
unavoidably took place, as the samples were bottled 
for nearly a year before they were placed in his 
hands.*' 

** In October and November," says Oolouel Grants 
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''the. herrings frequent the bays in great nambers, 
and are caught by the natives with a long stick with 
crooked nails on it, with which they literally rake 
tiieni into their canoes. The herring is precisely 
mojlar in quality to that caught on the west coast 
of Scotlandi though somewhat smaller in size. 

*^ All the trade bond Jide with the island 
has been- between it and San Franoisoo, the 
cargoes of salmon exported in the Hudson Bay 
Tessels to the Sandwidi Islands having been from 
I^er JEtiver. In the spaoe of a fortnight^ during 
the month of August, the Hudson Bay Company 
has put up about 2000 barrels of salt salmon." 

*' Sturgeon," adds another writer, *l often of enor- 
mous size, axe found in abundance on the sand-bars 
at the entrance of the rivers. Soup made from them 
is rich^ and resembles turtle. Isinglass is, of course, 
a drag in the market 

''Besides the above, the waters abound with 
halibut, cod, skate, flounders^ herrings, dog-fish, and 
others too numerous to recollect. 

''Large cray-fish are found, but not lobsters; 
eysters are abundant" 

Among the game found in the district are wild 
^86^ swan, duck,* and plover. 

* "To meet with any large game the sportsman has now, 
M m^t be expected, to go several miles from the settle- 
mtat. His equipment for this purpoee should consist of a 
double rifle with one sights adijusted for point-blank shooting 
only, with strong change, up to 100 yards, a hunting knife, 
and ammunition, an oil-skin and blanket, and an Indian or 
two to carry the game and keep the track, retracing, if re- 
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«It » intsreBimg," oaji Mr. TmmhmUm^ ym&x^ 
in 1880, '^to observe tlM impid inoroMe of srad 
liircb neiir tiie flBttteiiMAtB in proposticm «i bzrds df 
prey, mull as osglcBy bftwkgy Mtos, Ac, «re seunA 
awaj. In tlias iray floolEB of wild fjgooBg, dores tf 
two IdndB, tiixee irarietiflB of thrmihy moadow krki^ 
aevend kinds of spanowv, wrens, bmnmini^birdfl^ 
torn-tits, and a bird that migs nt nigbt, eridentaf 
prafer quarters near a homestead to a pneeazioas 
sabeastenee in the wildemeoB." 

Mr. McLean says : — ^A small anOnal, oslled hf 
the natxres ^tns-^iiti^tt, or the ^idustler, 6om tiie 
noise it makes when surprised, and which appeaan 
from the descrqstion to be the marmot, is also 
largely contributory to the snstauinoe of man, and 
the dothing of his person in a ^shiable for. There 
is also the far less welcome animid, the wood rat, 
which fixes itself in the crevices of rooks, bot has a 
preference for the dwellings of men; they live 
nnder the floors of ontboildings, and, forcing their 
way thence into the inside, cany off or destroy 

quiTBcl, in which department they esoeL Dcga, ioiIms le- 
markably well tnined, are better dispeoeed wi^l 

" Of feathered game the duok-shooting ia decidedly the 
best sport upon the coast. Of these there are fifteen or more 
iUfferent kinds ; the best are found at river deltas and in 
■waraps, where, as yon walk, they contmue to rise straight 
op, often at the sportsman's feet Away firem the settleoMBt 
a good shot has killed thirty and forty in « day. A good 
retrierer is indispensable^ - and I may add that there is 
nothing like an Eley cartridge and ikige bote for taking 
down.'*--PxifBBBTOV. 
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^retythmg widin ilitir readi. The difficulty of 
getiii^ lid of tkem aliaoBt Mnoanto to an impoiiir 
bility.^ Thaix ookmr is gtej, wad in siae and thape 
ihey differ little itom the oommon rat; bat tlie taU 
yaemhlDB that of the gronad aquineL*' 

Thave ave plenty of dogs. They aie of a diaif- 
untiTe nxe^ and stron^y xeBamUe those of the 
Ihgnimanx, with the ciirled*ap taS, snail eaK% aad 
pointed^ nose. Th^ axe yalnaUe dead as well aa 
living, their, flesh oonstitnting a diief artide of food 
in the fSMust of the nati^res. ''Dog Tsay*' mienin 
well to deserve OTexy oonsideEation at the handa 
of the British Columbiaos. " When the natiyee,'* 
writes Mr. EEarmon, " do not travel on foot» in thair 
snow shoes made of iwo bent sticks interlaced with 
thongs of deerskin, they ride on sledges drawn by 
dqgs. A couple of &eee traetable animals will draw 
a load of 250 pomsds, besides provisions for them- 
selves and their driver^ twenty miles in five 
honrB.'* 

Of vegetables Mr. M'Lean thos writes : — '* Such 
parts of the district as are not in the immediate 
vicinity of the regions of eternal snow, yield a 
variety of wild fraity gratefol to tibe palate, whole* 
some, and nntritloiis. Of these, the Indian pear is 
the most abundant, and most sought after^ both by 
natives and whites ; when fully ripe, it is of a black 
colour, with somewhat of a reddish tinge, peaz^ 
Bhiq)ed, and very sweet to the taste. The natives 
dry them in the sun, and afterwards bake them in 
cakes, which are said to be delidous. When driod. 
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these oakes are placed in wooden yessels to receive 
the juice of green fruit, which is expreeBed hj. 
placing weights upon it, in wooden troughs, from- 
which spouts of berk draw off the liquid into th» 
reneis containing the dry fruit; this being thon 
roughly saturated^ is again bmisecl, then re-fonned 
into cakes, and dried again ; and these processes afrr 
■epeated alternately, until the cakes suit the tBate^ 
of the maker. Blueberries are plentiful in soni^ 
parts of the district. There is a peculiar variety of. 
them, which I preferred " writes Mr. M'Loan, " to 
any fruit I ever tasted ; it is about the size of a 
musket ball, of a purple colour, translucid, and in,, 
its taste sweet and acid are deliciously blended.'^ 
Mr. Cox adds to the list choke-cherries, gooseberries,: 
strawberries, and red whortleberries ; but the ser^ 
vice-berries, he says, are with the Indians the greats 
&vouiite. There are various kinds of roots, which 
the natives preserve and dry for periods of scaxcitj. 
There is only on^ kind which we can eat It is, 
called tzarchin, has a bitter taste, but when eatepn; 
with salmon imparts an agreeable zest, and efSaotwri 
ally destroys the disagreeable smell of that fisli* 
when smoke-dried St. John's wort is vexy eooin^^ 
mon, and has been successfully applied as a fomen-ir 
tation in topical inflammations. A kind of weed^* 
which the natives convert into a species of flax, is 
in universal demand. 

The various quadrupeds, as well as the fisli, found* 
io British Coliunbia, are all used for the purposes of 
food. They are caught in strong nets made of. 
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-Aongs, or shot witli arrows, or taken in traps made 
irith laxge pieces of wood, which are so set as to 
flkll and crash them while nibbling at the bait The 
bearer and the beai^ are considered the meet vain* 
able of these edibles, and are served np at the feasts 
whdeh they make in memory of their deceased 
i^latiyes, as companion plats with the dogs. When 
aH other food fidls, the natives make shift with a 
speoies of lichcoo, which is found in abundance on 
the sides of the rock. 

The carrency of British Colombia^ in its native 
simplicity, consisted of haiqna, a ronnd shell of 
extreme, hardness, found in the neighbourhood of 
Kootka Sound. It varies in length from one to 
four inches, and is about half an inch thick, hollow, 
sUghtly curved, and tapering a little towards the 
end. It is highly estimated, the longest being the 
most valuable^ It resembles the top shank of a 
common clay smoking-pipe : they are valued in pro* 
portion to the number that, when ranged on a string 
passing through their hollow tubes, extend a fathom's 
length . Forty to the fisithom is or was supposed to be 
^e fixed standard of excellence and worth ; for in- 
stance, forty which make a fathom are worth nearly 
deuble fifty which make a fiithom. Their extreme 
fragility, lightnesEf, tenuity, and delicacy of colour axe 

* To see one of these anmuiLi steeple-chuiDg over the 
&Ueii timber of the forest, or spring np ft tree in its native 
state, it is difficult to ^onceive its being similar to that we 
haTO seen so tame and spiritless in the menagerie.— PxK- 
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▼hat i^qpetr to give them ilieiruiiportoiioa Thsy* 
thus caught in Nooika Sound and along Vanoowrcr 
Idand : — A. piece of deer's fledi or fiah is droppad 
hj a line to the bottom ; this ther ding to ; and 
thflff ai« then deawn ngp^ and carelolly gutted mmd 



Bat in pvoportton as the new oolony has dev^ 
kped itael^ it has become necefsaiT^that some HKme- 
iaiy system of a fixed or reeogniaed duoacter shoold 
be adopted ; and in 186 1 the €k>venior took this isa- 
pertant question into serious eonsideratioD. la a 
d«*<«patch to the Colonial Seorekaryy dated ^oyfeat- 
ber Uth, 1861, Mr. Douglas says : — 

^'Mndi inconyenience and loss have, ever siace 
the formation of these colonies, been occasioned by 
tl:e want of a ciroulating medium of fixed and ze- 
cognised value, equal to the business demands of 
the countiy. The scarcity of coin has been as 
great, gold dust not being received for datie% that 
importers of goods have found it difficult at all 
times to make their cu8tom*house payments^ and, 
as is well known, are frequently compelled to bor- 
row money for that purpose at exorfai^nt rates 
of interest, from two per centb per month and 
upwards. Almost all the busineas of the country 
is transacted in gold dust of uncertain valuer and it 
is easy to conceive the difficulty and inconvenience 
of adjusting payments by such means, when the 
holder and receiver are both alike subject to loss, 
and fearful of imposition. 

** The effects of an over-restricted monetaiy 



FOBMER SOABCITT OV UOKST. SI 

cnaQaUoB are -morw, LoweTer, operatiiig bo fiitally in 
boih «olonieB that it is indispensable to demise a 
Temedy for an evil tliat is sapping the very loaiida- 
tions of oar prosperity. To illnstrate this fiict, I 
"Would infonn yomrGiaoethut at thismoment then 
is an amount of gold dust in the hands of miAers 
€rom Cariboo, residing at Y iotoria, exceeding one 
qtiaiter of a nAlioivrterlmg ; and so great i$ the 
present dearth of coin tiiat it brings a pcenunni of 
fire per cent, and over when procvrabloi which is 
not generally the ease, as men may he seen hawk- 
ing bcure of gdd about the streets of Vietoriay who 
cannot raise coin enomgh, eren at the high rates of 
diaeovmt just mentifi«iedy to defray their canent 
expenses. The miners and other holders of gold 
are natnrally incensed, and refbse to submit to this 
depredation on the -value of their property, when 
they know it can be oonverted into coin jfor the 
moderate charge of one-half of one per cent, at the 
United States Branch Mint in Ban Francisco; 
making an important saving to thema of fbvuvaad-a- 
half pdr cent They are oonaequently leaving Vic- 
toria by every opportonity ; and it is most painfbl 
to witness a state of things which is zapidly driving 
pcpnlation and capital from the coontiy. 

^ As a safinr remedy, and one more suitable to 
^e actual droomstanoes of the colonies, I propose 
to take immediate steps for the mannfactnre oi gold 
pieces, equal in value to the ten and twenty dollar 
American cdns, and to bring thmn into general use' 
40 a cironlating medinm in both colonies. 

B 2 
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'^ Thia plan does not contemplate refining 
goldy as the expense would be gre&tlj increased hj 
that prooeas : it is merely proposed to bxing it to « 
uniform standard of fineness, without separating tba 
natural alloy of silver which to some extent e ju a fci 
in all the gold of British Oolumbia. 

'' The pieces will be prepared at the GovemsMiit 
Assay Office, and will bear the stamp of unquestion- 
able character ; and I am of <^)inion that by fnalrwiy 
the gold contained in them of the full current valua 
of the piece, without taking the silver into accooau^* 
which I propose should go as a bonus, they will not 
only answer as a cheap and convenient coireiiG^ 
within the colonies, but also have the same exchange 
value when exported to other countries. 

" I have STibmitted this plan for the consideratMM 
of the principal banking and commercial houses of 
Victoria, with the object of obtaining their views as 
to the probable effects of the proposed currett<7 ma 
the general businees of the country, and more eape- 
dally as to its exchange value when exported to pagp 
for supplies : the single point which X think admxto 
of any questioD, for in that case it would probab^ 
be treated as simple bullios. 

'' It was clearly proved by the statements of thoes 
gentlemen, that the actual cost of importing coin 
from other countries is rather over five per cent, 
which they believe to be the actual cost of our pr«h 
sent metallic currency. Not having had sufficient 
time for consideration, they were not, however, ^e^ 
pared to give a decided opinion on the general mea^^ 
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sore, but they admitted that it wotdd eBtablish the 
value of ibe gold produced in British Columbia in 
lihe cheapest maimer, and provide a metallic evat-^ 
Lcy ioT the country at a cost of four per cent leu 
is paid for imported coin, and offered no ohjeo- 
tions either to the plan or the basis of the proposed 

^ If the principal banking and mercantile houses 
agree among themsdyes to receiye thk currency as 
a legal tender, no difficulty will be experienced in 
carrying the measare into effect ; and no reason 
evifitB why it should not receive their hearty sup- 
port, as it will surely tend to their advantage, not 
eoly by the saving, as before shown, of four per 
oeDt. on the cost of importing coin, and the complete 
vemoval of the cause which is dndning the country 
of wealth and population, but also in the nnmber- 
laes other ways by which the investment of capital 
serves to promote the general prosperity." 

The foregoing despatch was received in London 
en the 13th January 1862, and the prospectus has 
sinee appeared of ^ The Chartered Bank of British 
Gblnmbia and Yailooaver Islaad." The association 
professes to be formed for the p^^rpose of " afford- 
ing addittonai fiuiilities to the new colony,*' where 
the existing banking accommodation is represented 
to be at present inadequate to the requirements of a 
iDcreaBing trade and population. The scheme seems 
to have been maturely weighed, and its success has 
beesi hitherto great, the shares being, we believe, 
steady at a pvemium. Still there is a good deal oi 
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troth in a letter which was pahUahed in the Time^ 
on the 9th Aprtl, 1862, and it remaiaa to be aesn 
how fiur this banking project will meet the waataaff 
tinb oolonjy and whether it is not alighilj 
tore. The Time^ OoRespondent, Mr» 
aaya : — 

''Judging from the statements put forwaid ia 
the prospectosea of joint-stock hanking eompaniaB- 
fiNrYancoaver^alalandy there mnat be a eonsidBraU» 
amount of ignorance as to the nature of the beak* 
ing operations in Yictoria.. It auy therelbre be of 
interest to some of your readers to know that at 
the commencement ci the cuzxent year the follow** 
ing firms were engaged in the purdiaaeof gold daat 
and bars at Yictoria^ Yanoouyer^s Island: — 1, 
Meanrs. Wells, I*argo, and Oa, bankers and gexwEal 
express agents; 2, Messrs. Maodonakl and Ca, 
bankers ; 3, Messrs. Marchand and Oa, assayem ; 
4, Messrs. Bobertoon and Co., assayeta; B, The 
Bank of British Korth America j— -all subsiating 
on 1,500,00<ML worth of gold, the greater part beii^ 
bought by the first firm. Wells, Faigo^*and Ga, who 
are among the principal buyers and exportera of 
gold in Oalifi>rnia and Oregon. 

«The branch of the fibnk of British Noctii Ame- 
rica was established in 1859 as an experiment, and 
at the beginning of the present year the staff of 
officials was reduced, probably from <^ll«lllUl^M»^l 



^ There is no authority for the supposition ttat 
large profits are to be deriyed from the cuoukAisn 
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o£ bank notes, aa np to tlie present tixne the experi- 
ment lias never been triad on the Pacifio coast 
^Shmn will be less need fiv it in a short tunOy as the 
Qovteimnent of British Oolambia are about to issue 
•pnttaiu gold pteoes, <»token% of twenty dollars and 
ten dollaxB Talae, for oiroolation in the colony."* 

lh» prindpal oi^MMrta of British Cdnmhia aia 
ooaly tiasber, Imaber, oysters^ salmon (10^000 bap- 
zela were exported in 1860X and oil; but the msh 
to the diggings has been so immense^ that the ez- 
ports during last year may be set down at nought 
The exports in 1860 yalned 5O,0O0L ; the imports 
about 40^02. These imports consisted of specie, 
pzoTisions, and various merchandize.** 

The Ganadian I^eim of the 19th December, 1861, 
says: — 

^ The total value of imports into this colony for 
the last quarter is, from San Francisco, $234,956 ; 
from London, |57,530 ; from Portland, |45,093 ; 
from Port Townsend, $51,564; from Honolulu, 
$11,419, and from New Westminster, $14,171— 
Total, $414,733." 

As Mr. Alfred Boche points out, " the harbours at 
Queen Charlotte's Islands, Vancouver Island, and the 
entrance oi Eraaer^s Biver, are peculiarly adapted 

* The Daily Nem of tho 15th April, 1862, nys, however : 
— *'It is expected that the allotment of the shares in the 
Chartered Bank of British Columbia and Yanconvez^s Island 
will be completed on the 16th or 17th. It is a work of great 
dtAoolty, the applioationa reaching to ntiie (tsiei the amoont 
of the oompany'fl oapitaL" 
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for the fitting-ont of whalers ; being in the ix^gh- 
boarhood of very valuable fishing groandsy and the 
oonntiy in their vicinity affording everjrthing that 
is required for the constmction of vessels, such as 
exoellent timber, iron and copper, coal for forages, 
water-power for driving saw-mills, and even flax, 
growing wild in the interior, for the mannfactnre of 
sails and cordage ! Thus the whale fishery alone, by* 
creating a demand for many articles into which these 
products could be manufiictured, might be madft to 
give employment to numbers of persons of varioiivB 
trades and callings." 
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CHAPTIJR III. 

l>e8CTiption of the Coast and Interior— The Soil — ^Timber— 
Coal — ^The Vancouver Coal- Mining Company juat estab- 
ttahed-~Indian Women and Indian Babies — Stock— 



As the emigrant steams eastward into the Straits of 
Juan de Fuca, he beholds on his right Washington 
Territory, and on^iis left Yancouver Island. Before 
him lies the Gulf of Georgia^ dotted with islands, 
and in the background of the ]a.nd8cape is British 
Columbia, with the Cascade range and the snow-clad 
peaks of Mount Baker. The entrance to the Strait 
of Fuca is highly dangerous ; but when a vessel is 
once safe within the Strait, safe anchorage and good 
harbours are abundant^ There is, on the outer shore, 
Port Safti Juan, thirteen miles east of Point Boiiilla. 
Soke Basin, thirty miles more inland, quite land- 
locked, and sufficiently capacious to receive a fleet ; 
four milet from Soke Basin lies Beecher Bay; 
beyond Beecher Bay, Esquimault,* which, it is 

• " These were originally the sites of Indian villages ; not 
here alone^ but invariably, the Indians on the coast have shown 
great sagacity in choosing for their village sites dpots the 
most favoured by nature, commanding and accessible at the 
same time. Freeh water, fuel, and drainage are attended to ; 
facilities for boat navigation are never forgotten ; ahd, whether 
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belieTed, is to be the new naval depdt of the Facifb ; 
and three miles thenoe, Victoria Harbonr. Of tkeae^ 
Esqnimanlt is by for the best *[ In point of shelter^** 
obsenres Mr. Pemberton, ** holding^gronnd, facility of 
ingress and egress^ dock sites and whar&ge, it is witib« 
oat a rival, and appears to be the natural port ofentiy 
for sailing ships vhich have made a long sea vojagB 
to either colony, and to be thepioper Btaritng-jpoini 
or a line of steamom connecting with BritiBh Oofavi- 
bia." " Victoria Harbour, however/' oontinuea MK 
Pem\>erton, " though it cannot compete with E8(|iu*. 
mault as a naval depdt or as a port fot dipper^ ift 
far from unioaporta^at. Ordinaiy merchant vesaeli^ 
by attending to the tides, can readily enter, and 
once wiiUn, there is ample space and depth." 

''Th^ position att4 natural advantages of Van- 
couver IbUumI,'* says Colonel 4rant^ in a paper real 
before the G^graphital Society of London a few 
years ago, ^ would appear eminently to adapt it for 
being the emporium, of an «rtended commerce. It 
contains valuable coal-fields, and Is covered with fine 
timber. The soil, where there is any, is rich and 
productive; the climate good; and the uaguto 
system of inland seas by whidi it is environoi 
teems with fish of every description. OapaUe of 
producing those very articles which are most injds* 
mand in neighbouring counttiefl^ and offering In its 

we lode at their cunpe or from them, we quit tfaem with the 
hnpreuion that the savage has a clear oonoeptioii of , and 
Imows how toapprsdate, ^e pictorsaiiaB and beantifii].'***'- 
PncBDOOir. 
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niimeroiis safe and oommodiom harbooxa almoai 
vaaiyalled AeilitkiB for import a&d ejKport^ it would 
seen to require bat a little velMirsofced ezertMm 
a£ enexgj and enterpiiae to make it the seat of a 
fleQiwhing eokniy. 

^ Theebast of ^e iaiandi'' oontiniiea Grants <^trenda 
iujiBorthrwest and south-east direotioii ; its extreme 
length from Oape Boott to Point Ckmaales being 
ar» miiee, with & general breadth of torn fbrly to 
filly, and the gieatest breadth is seventy milee^ 
being from Point EBtevan, at the sooth entranoe of 
Olayoqaot Bonnd, to Point Oha<fcaTh, at thenorthem 
estremity of Diaeovery Pasaage; its least breadth, 
aamely, from abont twenty milefl. sonth of Woody 
Point to Port BaazSy is tww<|jKH^^tkt mfleik Thece 
nse^ however^ several ^hMs^ jn^jrhich itie arms of 
the sea, ronning inlaqd ' frem Iq^posite si^es of tha 
island, i^pioach very doaely tf> each other. In tha 
north, for instancy from Bearer Hsf boor to Koa-^ 
Idemo, the extaemity of an inland lo^ ranning in 
Immediately oppoAte, the distance is only eight 
iuies. From tiie Alberai eajMl oa the west^ to 
Yaldes inlek^ called by thenatiTes Saatlam, on tha 
east, the distanoeia only twenlgrotwomiles; agsiBy 
ht tha extreme south, a xoogh jouney of about 
seven miles brings tbs jpedestrian from flanetchi on 
theOitel de Hiaro^ to theend of Eequmaalt harbour 
on the Straits of Face ; and from Nitinat^ between 
Barclay Soond and Port St. Juan on the south- 
weet^ in a day and a half the savages pasa over to 
the valley of the Ck>wiehin in the south-east. The 
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general aspect of the cotmtry throughoat the ialnTid 
firom the seaward is peculiarly uninYiting. Duxk^ 
frowning clifBs sternly repel the foaming sea, as it 
rashes impetuoualy against them ; and beyond tbaae^ 
with scarcely any interval of level land, rounded 
hills^ densely coyered with fir, riser one above thn 
other in dull, uninteresting monotony ; over thesa 
again appear bare mountains of trap rock, witjfe 
'peaks jagged like the edge of a saw, a veritable 
Montserrat, forming a culminating ridge, whiok 
may be said to run with little intetmissiim, like a 
backbone, all down the centre of the island, frcmi 
the northern to the southern extremity ; nor does- 
a nearer approach present one with many* moK^ 
fiivourable features in the aspect of the country. 

" The soil under cultivation is sometimes a ridk' 
vegetable mould,* in other places a dayey loam, and 
in others somewhat sandy. It produces exoelkDt 
wheat crops. Mr. Baillie has raised forty-feun 
bushels to the acre off some land which he £unn8 
for the Hudson Bay Company, about three milenf 
from Victoria. Heavy cvops of peas have ab» 
been raised in the same place. I m^lf, at Stoke, 
raised excellent crops of wheat, barley, oats, jpm»p 
beans, turnips, and potatoes ;t Swedish turnips ii^' 

* "The Mil, where it is richest, in the river deltas, the 
valleys, and the pUuns, usually consists of black regetabls* 
mould, six inches to three feet in depth, overlying a desp^ 
substratum of clay, gravel, or sand ; it is generally covered 
with a luxuriant crop of fetn, which it is very difficult to 
kill and tedious to eradicate." — Pembebtof, 1860. 

f '* Turnips as large as hassocks, radishes as Ixrge as beets 
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particular did remarkably well, and produced a 

v«xy heavj crop. I imported all the seed, except 

ft>r wheat, peas, and potatoes, from Yan Diemen's 

Jjftiid, througii the Sandwich Islanda In all arable 

fotiAotiS of the island the land is &Yonrable to the 

produetion of green crops of eyery description ; 

-vegetables also grow partdcaLEurly well, and esculent 

roots of all sorts attain a great size. Oats have 

generallj been a fiulure, probably owing to their 

liaving been sown too late in the season. 

. ^ The prevailing winds aloog the coast in winter 

UTS from the south*east, varying from that to the 

south-west, and with occasional heavy northerly 

gales ; the prevailing winds in the summer are from 

t]ie north and north-west. Generally speaking, the 

oiimate is both agreeable and Healthy ; and not a 

single death that I am aware of has occurred among 

adults from disease during the six years that I have 

been acquainted with the island.** 

On the subject of timber, another writer, Mr. 
Pemberton, Surveyor-General of Vancouver Island, 
says : — • 

^Of oak there are two kinds; the timber is 
iTMk, and the trees usually show symptoms of 
decay. 

^^If curled maple is in England valuable for 
fomiture, as I am told it is, it may be of service to 
some one to know, that it grows in abundance on 
the banks of the rivers in these colonies. 

or mangolds, and bushels of potatoes to a single stalk, are 
dbtiiing astonishing."— PSMBEBTON. 
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«The troiikfl of tlieaEbiitiis grow Teryboge, Slid 
tlie irood in oolovr and textare bo much resembln 
box, tiiat ior many pnrpoees it might wapply tiks 
usei of the latter. It is, howefrer, speetficallf 



''The oountrj also ptodnoes oedar, or isilicr 
cypraMy jooiper, yew, biich, poplar, aorbis, ^ce., bttt 
I nerer noticed ash, beedi, or elm." 

''Nanaimo/' continues Colonel Qrioit, ''is m 
flonriBlmig little settlement ; there is good amtsbat- 
age all oyer the harbour, irhich is commodious, and 
sheltered from all winds ; there is a rise and fidl of 
fifteen £oet at spring tides, and of about twdte 
feet at ordinary times; it is an ezeelleftt place 
to lay up and repair vessels : the bottom is in 
general a soft mud. The land in the immedmte 
neighbourhood is poor and sandy, but there is a 
prairie about two miles off of some three or four 
miles in extent, on which the soil is rich and the 
surface tolerably leveL At the south-west extremity 
of the harbour, a river flows in ; it is about fifty 
yards wide at the mouth, with an average d^th of 
about £ye feet, and a current of foar knots per 
hoar. About seven miles north-west of Nanaimo 
along the coast, is another excellent harbour, called 
* Tutnls,' where also the carboniferouB strata prevail, 
and tl|ere is a seam of coal, reported by the Indians 
to be some Ijihr feet thick. 

^ The coal at Nanaimo was first discovered by 
Mr. Joseph M'Eay, in May, 1850, who was directed 
to it by the Indians of the neighbourhood On 
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the 15ih of September, the same seam, called ' tbe 

I>aiigla8 seam/ was dinooyered on Newcastle Island, 

and the TT^<^i^-na aoon got out 200 tons. A pit was 

oommeiioed hy Mr. Gilmore, with ten regular 

nuners, on the 17th September, and a shaft sank 

4o a depth of fifty feet^ being throqgh twelye feet 

of aUuvivuDf eight feet of sandstone, and thirfy 

leet of shale ; the situation of the pit is at the 

north-west extremity of Nanaimo Harbour. Here 

they struck another seam of from six to seven feet 

JA thickness, lying on conglomerate ; they are now 

regularly working this seam in- several parallel gal- 

lasiefl^ already extending to a considerable distance 

miderground. The seam here runs nearly level, 

.irith a dip of only soma seven degrees to the south- 

-west ; the greatest quantity of coal that has been 

raised from it was at the rate of 120 tons per week 

vith ten regular minera 

'< The same seam, 'the Douglas,' which was worked 
hy the Indians on Newcastle Island and Commer- 
icial Inlet, has been discovered by Mr. H'Kay, who 
plied the pick and shovel inde&tigably in search of 
it^ cropping out on a peninsula at the upper end of 
Nanaimo Harbour ; to this they are working a gal- 
lery on a level from the beach, and have already 
progressed seveial jfLrda with it; the gallery is 
aome six feet high and four or five feet broad'. It 
is solidly lined and roofed with square timber ; they 
excavate at the rate of about one yard per diem, 
one miner picking and propping, aud two shovelling 
.and carrying the dirt, ^, away. 
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^' Work has ihos been done at four different plaoeB : 
hy the Indians at Newcai(ile Island and at Com- 
mercial Inlety and by miners on the poiinsula aboTO>- 
mentioned. These were all on the same seam «f 
coaly which is called ' the Douglas ; ' the greatest 
thickness which has been anywhere seen of it ia 
eightfeet;itsaverage maybe six. It is distingoiahad 
by containing eight inches of fire-clay, and in the 
lower part of it are some seyen or eight inches of 
cannel coal. In the other seam through which the 
pit is sonky and which is the only one now worked, 
the coal is of a precisely similar qoalify, though 
without the fire-clay. Doubts having been enter- 
tained as to whether all these seams were not idaor 
tical one with another, though raised by varioas 
causes, in dUOferent places and at different dera- 
tions, a bore has been sunk close by the pit to e»* 
deavour to discover whether the other seam, calkd 
HheDouglas,'doesnotexistbelow. They have already 
gone through some sixteen feet nine inches oi con- 
glomerate, and forty-five of softi sandstone with 
layers of shale ; they then reached a coal of simikur 
quality to that in the Douglas seam, and after 
boring twenty inches through it^ came to a fire-clay^ 
through which they had gone twelve inches wbeii 
the writer of this letter left on the 20th December. 
These strata lie at a considerable indinatiou, and 
are nearly similar to those which overlie the 
Douglas coal at Commercial Inlet, which are as 
follows : — 

« Conglomerate, twenty feet ; silicious 8and8iion% 
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eight feet ; sbale, two feet ; alternate layers, shale 
and sandstone, foai'teen feet ; sandstone, two feet ; 
ahale, one foot four inches ; sandstone, two feet ; 
fihale, four inches; sandstone, fonr feet. Total, 
fifty-three feet eight inches. 

'* It is therefore probable that the coal which has 

been reached in the bore will be found to bo identi- 

iHkl with the Douglas seam, in which case there will 

be two seams, each of an avemge' depth of six feet, 

overlying each other, at an interval of from fifty to 

sixty feet. The pit is situated within a few yards 

of the water-side, and vessels drawing sixteen feet 

Dfem anchor close to it ; the Hudson Bay Company 

have brought out an excellent engine, by which 

^ey raise the coal, and pump out such water as is 

accumulated in the pit ; they are not much troubled 

with water, and all the pumping that is necessary 

does not keep the engine going above a quarter of 

the time. 

'^It is the opinion of the head miner that coal- 
Ibay be found anywhere within a circiunference of 
two miles from Nanaimo, at a distance of fifty feet 
below the surface. Altogether there are few places 
tbhQ met with where coal can be worked as easily 
and exported as conveniently as from Nanaimo, and 
it will be the Hudson Bay Company's own fault if 
they do not make a very profitable speculation of 
their possessions there. 

" Altogether about 2000 tons of ooal have as yet 
been eicported from Nanaimo, of which one-half 
iJltay be said to have been worked and loaded by 
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IndiAQBy and the other worked by thp minenL The 
first coal exported £rom the pit was brought bj the 
W%BMm to San FrancuaoOy in Jldiay, 1853 : it iaaold 
by the Hodsoa Bay Company at Nanaimo at 
|1 1 per ton, the Indian women bringing it aIoii|^ 
aide the yessels in their canoes. At San Franciwoo 
it now (January, 1854) sells at $28 per ton. Ike 
greatest objeotion is that it boms too quiddj^ 
and leaves behind a good deal of slsg, which makes 
it difficult to keep the ftimaoes clean: it is, how- 
ever, a very stroi^, rich eoal, and full of sulphuxDiiB 
matter." 

The value of the coal deposit at Nanaimo hsA of 
late attracted considerable attention, and a cont- 
pany, entitled the "• Yancouver Goal-mining Com- 
pany (limited)/* is already in course of lormatioiu 
From the proqiectus, issued on the 29th Maroh, 
1862, it appears that the capital of this assooiatioa 
will be 100,0002., in 10,000 shares of lOZ. each, and 
that of this sum the shareholders are expected to pay 
a deposit of IZ. per share on application, and 1/. IQc 
on allotment. 

As we regard this branch of the subject as one of 
deep interest to those who may now or hereafter 
seek a home in British Colombia, or who may be 
induced to invest capital in that colony, we anneK 
herewith the heads of the prospectus, which fully 
explains all the attendant circumstances and the 
true nature and extent of the enterprise. 

<<This Company is formed £ar the purpose ^ 
acquiring and working the extensive and well- 
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known Coal Fields ntoate at Nanaime^ on the east 
of Yanooarer Lilaiid. 

^ Tbe p r opm r iy comprises 6198 acres of land, and 
includes the safe and commodicms Harbour of 
Bansdmo, in which are jetties for tiie loa^g of 
Tessels at all periods of the tide, and the Islands of 
Newcastle and Douglas ; on the former of whieh 
eoal^ of a superior qnality ior steam purposes, is 
being woikedi the latter also oontaimng coaL 

^ The oiroomstances under which this property is 
acquired are tmusoallj faronrable. From 1646 
imtil 18£r9 the island of Tancoarer was held in 
trust fer tlie Crown by the Hudson Bay Company, 
who, on the discoTery of coal in various parts of the 
lidand, determined to engage in the working of the 
most promising seams. After full and careful ex- 
amination of aU the localities where cosi was found, 
selection was made of Nanaimo, as offering coal of 
better quality and more abundant than elsewhere, 
with greet fitmlities for its working and shipment. 
]>welling-houses and stores were erected, whaires 
constructed, all necessary plant and niachinery and 
parties of hnners sent out from England, and a 
large outlay incurred in the formation of the 
establishment and gradual extensi<m of the works. 
Coal in abundance, and <^ a superior quality^ has 
since been raised, fully proving the extent and 
value of these coal fields. 

** The surrender of their territorial rights over the 
Island has induced the Hudson Bay Company to 
sell these coal fields, with all the machineiy, plaol^ 
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and buildings^ barges, &c,, as they feel it expedient 
DO longer to carry on in a locality apart from their 
fature sphere of action, an undertaking so foreign to 
their general objects and purposes. 

''Under these circumstances, a provisional con- 
tract has been entered into for the purchase of the 
property, at the price of 40,000^., including all build- 
ings, machinery, &C., part thereof — viz., 15,000?. — ^to 
remain on mortgage at 5 per cent, for five years: 
In addition to the 25fi00l, of the purchase-money, 
which is to be paid within six months, a sum of 
8000?. to 10,000?. will be required for sinking 
additional shafts and making tramways to the 
hArbour. 

" Upon a capital of 50,000?., which, after provid- 
ing for the purchase and first outlay, will amply 
suffice to work the coal fields so as to keep pace 
with the increasing demand, the directors can with 
certainty calculate on a profit of not less than 20 
}>er cent. 1000 tons weekly cotdd be raised by this 
expenditure, and could be readily sold at the price 
of 25g, per ton. • Mr. Nicol, the energetic manager, 
calculated, in October, 1861, the cost of raising and 
shipping the coal, on the average of several years; 
at 16*. per ton — viz., raising the coal to the surface, 
10*. ; shipping and agency, Ss. ; and taxes, Is. This, 
at the present price of 258. per ton, will give a 
profit of Os. per ton ; and a sale of even 500 tons 
weekly would, therefore, ensure a profit of 225^. a 
week, or nearly 12,000?. a year, upon the estimated 
expenditure of 50,000?, 
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''But the capability of the mines and the prospects 
of the demand are bj no means limited to this 
quantity. Yancouver Island must become the 
great centre of the commerce of the North Pacific, 
and a chief coaling dep6t for all the steamers 
engaged in that commerce. Steam navigation is 
rapidly increasing within the Strait of Fuca, on 
the Frazer, and ou the Columbian Lakes. The 
selection of the noble harbour of Esquimault as the 
principal station for the British Navy in the Pacific, 
and the formation of an Admiralty Coal Depdt 
there^ -will have an immediate and important effect 
on the demand for the coal of Nanaimo, which has 
been already extensively used in the steamers of 
the Boyal Navy. Coal of equal quality has not 
been found on the whole Pacific coast of North 
America, and the coal fields of Nanaimo are ex- 
tensive enough to supply all the demand that can 
thus arise. There is besides a large consumption of 
coal in San Francisco and the other cities on or 
near the coast. San Francisco alone consumes 
14,000 tons a month, the greater portion of which 
has hither^ been brought from England or the 
eastern coast of the States, and has been sold as 
high as 51, per ton. Latterly, some portion of this 
supply, and especially that for the gas works, has 
come from Nanaimo, and Mr. Nicol expresses a very 
confident opinion, that, by a slight reduction in the 
price, the sale of the Nanaimo coal there might be 
very largely increased." 

'< South of Nanaimo," pursues Grant, '' there are 
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three raages of ukadB, numing parallel with each 
other, between the audnknd of Yanoouver lalaml 
and what is geDocally laid dowu aa sach on all 
charte hitherto pnbliahecL The ohaaaela betwaesL 
these laiande are too intnoate for a aailiag vesBel of 
large aiae to attenofyt with aaj certainty or saoa- 
nty. I found no bottom at twentj fHthomaia an^ 
part between Nanauno and Sanetoh. The bottom 
tfarongfaont Uieae paaflagea is zodcj and naewB, 
and in the narrows the current sets a vassal towazda 
the rooks, withoat her hdm having aaij power to 
guide her awaj from them. 

""Smeen miles northward of Gape Benilla is 
Gape Oancaseo, the soothem point of the entraaoa 
to Barday Sonnd, a broad haj open to the south- 
west ; its breadth at the entranoe is about fifteen 
miles^ and it runs inland with nearly the same 
breadth to a distance of seventeen miles. A aima- 
her of rodij islets streteh aeross the Mitomee; 
leaving, however, two broad, open diaanels, both 
towards the south^^ast side. One of these chan- 
nels is about a mile and a half broad : it is oibse 
to the esstem shore of the Sound ; the other as 
about three miles and a quarter broad, and is % 
little farther to the north-west ; it cannot be sua- 
taken, being dearly visible from the outside^ and 
also distinctly marked by a veiy singular roc^ with 
only three &vtrees on it^ appearing precisely lika 
the three masts of a veaseL Hie channel is i»* 
mediately to the north of this rock, and the Soand 
is moie open after entering withia k. There ttr% 
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howenMOCf a few idboids interspersed all over it^ most 
<£ them inhabited by small fiBhing families of the 
savages. Them is anchorage near all these islets^ 
with good hoktbg^voand, but the water deepens 
auddenfyy and veasels in aeaxch of attohorage haioe 
to stand vexy dose in-ehoire. The E&noMu 
anoinared in ten futhoms watev witlnn sixty yards 
cf the beach, under ibe lee of an island called 
flatohakol, aboirt two mUes witiiin the Ship Book 
aSMwe meatioDed. •» 

« On the eastern riiovey abent four miles from Uie 
ontade, there is a small inlet^ osUed by the natives 
' TsQohetsa/ with a small tribe living on it, the 
4due£ of whom is oalled ' KlaysUn.' The inlet is 
about 300 jaxds broad at its entranoe^and brandies 
ent into two anna from sei^nty to eighty yards 
wide eaoh. The first of. ^ese arms extends in an 
fastsrty direetaon fisr about one mile and a hal^ 
aomafccBMs nanowing to a breadth of forty yards, 
sometimes expanding to 200 ; it ends in an open bay 
<fiQ0 yards broad. The land on eitber side is broken 
aoftd rofkj^ ihtn^ not bigh ; there appears little 
acnlt and the timber is atonted and scrabby. There 
is no open land either on this or on the other arm, 
which zuDs in for abont a mile to the sooth, paral- 
Id with the shores of the SooimL The land on 
either side cf that ana is level woodland, but tiie 
aoil is not rich and the wood is worthlesSybeing prin- 
cipally stnnted Oanadensia. Gflnerally speaking, the 
oonntEy aU romui Banday Seqnd is broken and 
voaky, thickly oovered with useless wood, and unfit 
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for enltivaiion or aettlement. There is no troth in 
reports wliich have Ijeen dreulated of there being- 
coal on Barclay Sound ; the Indians, however, de* 
scribe some coal as existing at Mnnahtah, in the 
conntrj of the Cojacklesatochy some three dajB* 
jonmej into the interior, at the back of Barclay 
Sound. At the back of Bandaj Sound, on a small 
river, about two days' journey into the interior, live- 
the only inland tribe whose existence is known 
of in Yancouver Island. They are called the- 
* Crpatse Satuoh,' and consbt only of four fitmilies, 
the remainder having been killed by the Nanaimo^ 
Indians. 

''About seven miles to the south-east of Barday 
Sound, and between it and Cape Flattery, is a bay 
which has never yet been mentioned, called by the 
nativ^ 'ChadukutL' This bay is about three' 
miles broad, and runs back a considerable distsnoe. 
A rocky barrier runs across the entrance, leaving a 
channel only about 100 yards broad, which no ve»el 
should attempt to enter for the first tone without 
having an Indian pilot. At the upper end of the 
bay runs in a fine river, abont 200 yards broad at 
the mouth, and there is a frontage of about tbree^ 
miles of fine level woodland, running apparently a ' 
considerable distance inland. The bay is about 
eight miles deep, and its shores are inhabited by one 
tribe about 400 in number. 

"The next harbour north of Barclay Sound is 
Clayoquot, where there are established 3000 Indians, 
who are anxious to trade with the whites, but 
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aa yet none but Amerioaos have been among thelA. 
A bar with from four to six fathoms on it runs across 
the entraooe to the harbour. There is good anchor- 
age 'inude, and shelter from all winds ; the arm 
runs a considerable distance into the interior, bnt 
there is no open land that I am aware of, and the 
snrfooe of the woodland is rocky and broken. 
Clayoquot is distant about sixty-'fiye miles from 
Port St. Jnan. From this northward to Kootka 
there is no land along the sea-board that has 
the appearance of being available for any* usefiil 
purpose. • 

^ At Nespod, a little north of Nootka, coal is 
reported bj the Indians. Nespod is called Port 
Brooks on the charts. 

''At Koskeemo, north of Nespod, and opposite to 
Beaver Harbour, a seam of coal, two feet in thick- 
ness, has also been discovered, but neither from its 
situation nor its nature can it be worked to any 
advantage. There are three arms in Koskeemo, in 
either of which there are good shelter and anchorage 
for vessels. Immense quantities of fish are caught 
here by the Indians. Between Olayoquot and Nootka 
is Fort San Raphael or Achosat, which is a bight of 
the sea, running inland three or four miles. There 
is no available land near it. The water is deep, but 
close in to the inner end there is anehomge near the 
shore and good shelter. 

''From Koskeemo round the north to Beaver 
Harbour there is no land that we are aware of fit 
for purposes of colonization or settlement ; the 
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<XNtft ifl rocky, tlKragh BOt big^, and a Teaael w^mM t 
4o weH to keep dear of it in winter. A it&ty 
keavy sea is oonatantly nmning tiiere, and there » 
no known harbonr to whicb tcbboIb can put in ftr 
dkolter. 

'^ The women of Vanconrer Island haTO Beldona or 
erver good features ; tbey are almost inTariably po|p» 
Boeed. They have, however, frequently a pk a tadi iy 
expression, and there is no lack of intelhgenoe n 
tiieir daik haael eyes ; they are more apt to reeerw 
instmctm than the other sex. l%eyare veac^ 
with the needle, naturally industrious in ihmf 
habitB^ and of their own accord weave very ing»> 
nions patterns from the coarse materials abo^w 
enumerated.* 

** The ooloor of the natives of Yaaoonwr Island 
18 a reddish brown. The features of botii sezies sm 
▼eiy much disfigured by the custom ptevakMA 
among them of flattening their heads. This is 
effected during infimcy, when the child is a frv 
weeks old and while the skttU is yet soft, by plaoii^ 
three or frur pieces of the inner baric of the ftr a» 
cedar on the top of the fuiq|gad, and bindiag them 
tightly round the head. Here they are left ontQ tba 

• " The Indian women take a full share of labour— even 
more is carried by them than by men ; they were paddling 
with as nraoh B twuglh . One woman was steering a oaao% 
and came very close to us as we passed it. She had tiifiA 
silver rings on two fingers of her left hand, and six biMelsts. 
Ihey have ear-rings also, and sometimes armlets. Tbeie 
ornaments are made out of nlver dollars." — Bishop of Co- 
lumbia's / s w fu gf o/ a Tour m B.C.— I960. 
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4c8ired distorfcion Jus been thoroo^^ efiMad. 

This process oompletely flattens the foiehaad, and 

indeed fLasfcteDS tlie wlrab firooA fikee ; the sffiMfc is 

IiideouSy and k is a qoestioB wketker it does or doei 

not inteifsre witli the mtelleet of l&e ckild. I am 

VKUbed to tkrnk it does not, as the bnia is not 

in^jiored, thoegh its poiitioa in the head is xunioafat* 

edly altered The habj e£ these latitiidea is a moat 

uadepeoidest Httle leUow. Swathed in his corenng 

eCflofib bark, and bonnd tightly up in an outer ease 

mt lunmnoek cf stronger bark^ he is smpeaikd by 

m kempen atcii^ to the extremitj of one of the 

lower bonghs of an overhanging fir or eedar tree ; 

said theie^ while his mother strays to a short di»- 

tuftoe tlvtragh the woedsin quest of roots or berries^ 

{he gentie s^h jr nxto him to sleep, and sings to 

a sweet Itdiaby, as li murmnvs through the 

of his natural bower.'' 

On the suhjeet of stoek^ a writer slready quoted 

the fallowing remarks : — 

Of stock, eve ry T srS e t y, good, bad, and iodifiecenti 

be paeeored on the coast 

^ The Amerisan homjd cattle are particularly flne^ 

and numbers of Dorhams and Devens have been 

imported to San Francisco ; the Spanish cattle, 

which are the most numerous, are smaller, and vezy 

like the Guernseys at home. 

^ In Vancouver Island the best breeds of sheep, 
both Southdowns and Merinoes, are abundant. 

^' The native horses of the ootmtry make admir- 
able saddle hacks, and are most enduring, but have a 
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siDgalar repugnance to draught. The carriage h^nrae 
ia coQBtantlj met with." 

QoTemor Douglas, in a despatch to the Colonial 
Secretary, dated July 16th, 1861, says: — 

^ A good deal of running stock has heen brouj^t 
in for sale ; but, with the exception of eight or ten 
persons, there are no fanners in the district. One 
of those, Mr. McLean, lately of the Hudson Bay 
Company's service, has settled on a beautiful spot, 
near the debouch of Hat Kiver, and is xi^dly 
bringing his land into cultivation. He haa a great 
number of horses and cattle of the finest Ammcan 
breeds ; and from the appearance of the crops there 
is every prospect that his labour and outlay will be. 
well rewarded. He 19 full of courage, and as con- 
fident as deserving of success. He entertains no 
doubt whatever of the capabilities of the soil, which 
be thinks will, under proper management, produce 
any kind of grain or root crops. The only evil he 
seriously apprehends is the want of rain and the 
consequent droughts of summer, which has induced 
him to bring a supply of water from a neighbouring 
stream, by which he can at pleasure irrigate the 
whole of his fielda'* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Ronte— The Oatfit—What to take and what not to take 
— ^Prices of ProyiBioiis-~Feinale Emigratioii — *'A Re- 
turned Digger." 

■ • 

The ways to this Eldorado are several. There is, 
first, the route to the Isthmus of Panama. You 
leave Southampton on the 2nd or 17th of the mouth 
(unless those dates fidl on a Sunday, and then on the 
day following), and are due at Colon or Aspinwall in 
about nineteen days; and since the completion of the 
Panama Bailroad, the Pacific Mail Steamship Com- 
pany have made new arrangements, by which each 
steamer lies over at Panama for two weeks, so as to 
make it certain that she will be ready to start at the 
appointed time. 

The fare altogether, including the transit across 
the Isthmus, is 35L and upwards, and the journey 
to the gold fields occupies, under the new and 
improved arrangements, about forty days. From 
Aspinwall to San Francisco is about fourteen days 
by steamer ; thence you travel, always by steam, to 
the mouth of Frazer's Kiver, and from that point you 
are conveyed in a similar manner to the theatre of 
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operations — the gold fields. Here is the Bishop 
of Columbia's description of a FnuDsr-riTer steam- 
boat in 1860 :— 

<< Some things in Columbia I was prepared iaty 
but I certainly did not expect to see so good aoooDk- 
modation as afforded by the steamboats. The cost 
of the Moody was 2000/. It pays the shareholders 
nearly 50 per centb It could accommodate 200 
passengers. I had a cabin, the three nights I was 
on board, superior to that I had in ihe La Plata or 
Solent — ships of the West India Mail Companj. 
Provisions were good and abundant Thus, for 
dinner the first day, soup, stugeoii, BKttton, bei^ 
baoon, potatoes, beans, oanots, apple-tert F«rbi<eafc- 
Uat there were &ied stargeou, baoon, mutton-chopB^ 
hot rolls, bread, butter, tea^ coffee, ^. kc BStvtit 
forks and spoons ; everything very deaa and wdl 
cooked. Prices are high; four shilliDgs a meal^ 
besides tiie passage money. The captain was a 
Scotchman ; the purser an American citizen, bein 
in Ireland; the steward an Africaii ; the stewaid's 
boy a Chinaman ; the pilot an American, and so ea 
Such is a Frazex^iiver steamboat." 

An ernxnent firm in London* has annoimoed 
that it will 'despaAoh from the London Docks 
on the 24th of May, 1862, the iron screw 
steamship Tynemou^, of 1650 tons gross register, 
and 600 indicKted horse-power, for Yietotia, 
Yanconver Island, calling, if reared, at Saa 

* W. 6. liads^r ft Co., of Auitin Frian. 



FARES TO YAKOOUySB ISLAND. 
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Fiancisoa* This fine ship lias three deoka, 
with great space and yery superior 



* Hie rates of ptasage-money are as follows : — 

PirH Clan Cabin, — From eighty guineas upwards, aooord- 
iBg to MMommodation required, inoludiDg cabin furniture, bed- 
ding, 4«u, and a liberal table, but ezolua ve of wines and npiiiti. 

Second Cltua.-^FoTij guineas each, including provisioiift 
according to an ample scale, which will be found annetxed, 
but exclusive of liquors and cabin furniture. 

Third Clou, — ^Thirty guineas each, including proTistona 
sMooiding to the GoTemment scale, as annezCKi 

Childreii of twelve years and upwards will rank aa adults; 
those from one to twcdve years as half ; infants, free. 

One-half of "tiie passage-money must be paid on securing 
4l>» passage^ and the balance not later than the 20th May. 

J?irst cabin pasaengers wiH be allowed 20 cnbio -feet of bag- 
gage freight free ; second and third dass, 10 cubic feet« All 
excess will be charged for at the rate of 58, per foot 

The ship carries an experienced suigeon. 

A stewardess will be provided fbr attendance to the cabin 
passengers. 

The scale of provisions will be as follows : — 

For second-dois paaaengers, each <idiiltper toeek. 
1 lb. Preserved taieat. 



1 „ Soup and bouHli. 
1 „ Assorted soups. 
} „ Preserved and assorted 
fish. 

India beef. 

Mess pork. 

Rice. 

Bread. 

Floor. 

OatmeaL 
\ pint Peas. 
1 „ Preserved milk. 
i lb; Baw sugar. 
i fj Eefined ditto* 



i 

i 
1 

3 
1 



9t 



ft 



»9 



»J> 



>f 



1 
J 



2 oz. Tea. 
i lb. Gofifee. 

Butter. 

Cheese. 

Baisins and currants. 

Suet. 
\ pint Pickles. 
J „ Vinegar. 
6 oz. Lime-juice; 
i ,, Mustard, 
i If Ffipper. 
1 lb. Preserved potatoes, 
loz. Salt. 
21 quarts Water. 
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for cabin and especially intermediate paasengers. 
She hajB just been fitted with new engines aud 
boilers, and all the most recent improyemeats in 
hally spars^ and machinery. 

In connexion with this branch of the matter, it 
is proposed to introduce some i*emarks respecting 
the proposed Columhlan Emigration Society, in- 
tended to embrace both sexes. At the meeting of 
the Columbian Mission in London, on the 27ih 
February last, Mr. Qarrett observed on this point : 
— "There is another subject which has been 
alluded to to-day, and which has met with the 
strongest sympathy — I mean the Columbian Emi- 
gration Society, which, with the Divine blessing, 
may become a powerful handmaid to the Mission. 

For third-clast pa8senger$, each adult per week. 



b\ lb. BUcait. 


i lb. Rice. 


1 „ Preserved meat. ' 


1 ,, Raw sugar. 


j ,, Soup and bouilli. 


1] oz. Tea. 


1 „ Me88 pork. 


3i „ Coffee. 


1} „ India beef. 


6 ,, Butter. 


4 „ Pi-eserved and salt fish. 


2 „ »Salt. 


2 „ Flour. 


i ,, Mustard. 


1 „ Oatmeal. 


\ „ Pepper. 


6 oz. Suet. 


1 gill Vinegar. 


^ lb. Haisins and currants. \ 


1 „ Piokles. 


§ pint Peas. 


6 oz. Lime-juice. 


4 lb. Preserved potato. 


21 quarts Water. 



Second and third class passengers will have to find bed, 
bedding, towels, knives, forks, spoons, plates, cups and 
saucers, water-can, &c. 

Wine, beer, and spirits will be procurable on board, at 
reasonable prices. — Extract from Proapectut, 
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Xiet me give a difttinot idea of what ve visb. TBe 
latest time at whicH emigrants ought to leave Great 
IBiitain is the 30th of May. On that day we hope 
that a band of emigrants — respectable people, people 
£tted to take that position in life in the colony 
which Mr. Brown in his letter points out — will go 
forth. We hope we shall not only find the proper 
people, but have the funds with which they may be 
sent. A suggestion of a very practical nature has 
been made by a gentleman who is well versed in 
works of benevolence of this nature. It is this. 
At Coventry, at the present moment, there is an 
amount of distress which it is almost impossible for 
the local resources at Coventry to relieve. If it 
were possible to show many of those who are there 
in a state of actual distress, a high road by which 
they may secure for their industry and skill a sphere 
in a new land — ^by which they may find a home, 
and a vigorous one, in this distant colony — great 
good would no doubt be done ; and this now Emi- 
gration Society might thus be made a valuable 
agent in a great work." * 

* The mov«meiit commenoed at the Colambia MiMion 
meeting, held at the London Tayem on the 27th March, under 
the presidency of the Lord Mayor, has already made good 
progress. Amongst the contributois are Miss Bordett 
Coutts, 100^. ; the Hudson's Bay Company, 100^ ; Mean. 
Caran, Lnhbock^ and Co., and Anthony Gibbs and Son, 100{« 
each ; an anonymous snbeeriber gives 50/. About 2000Z, 
win be required to commence operations on a good footing. 
The plan upon which the emigration Ib to be earned out is 
snoh as to ensure the fullest enooniagenent and proteetiiM 

G 
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An eqiuJly expeditions itmte is tluufc by vfaioh 
pMHMigCTi are oauwejed to New York by iho 
' liverpool, New York, and Fbiladeiphia Oompany'a 
risameifl* leaving Liverpool everjr Wedneadaj, and 
tlraaoe by the Atlantic and Pacific Steam-eliip line^ 
on the 1st, 11th, and 2l8t of eadi month. Tbe 
length of passage is also about thirty-five days. 
Xhe paseage-noney irom London to San IVanciaoo 
is 28L 13f * 

If yon select the overland routes the hotel bills ob 
your way form a large item ; bat then you ged> to 
f ^o diggings in probably little more than six weeks ; 
aod beliMre yoor friend, who has eoonomized and 
gone round by Gape Horn, has made his appearance^ 
y«« have realized, perhaps, a little fortune. Mean- 
while, the ficat-dass passenger round Cape Horn has 
paid from 60{. to 731 10s., the second-clsss ieom 

to fanalM. Tl» finflads of the miflBian in Eagbad aad tip 
Binh^T '^ Ccdoabia eo-opeiate heartily in the wnk.'^Vailg 
Ntwi, March 22, 1862. 

* MoNSEBT Am) Go's. Greneral Outfitting Warehouse, 165, 
Fenchuroh-street. — ^A large assortment of dothing, ready- 
made linep, hosieiy, &c.» is kept ready for immediate nm. 
tflfia hniifliagr chesta, cabin and camp fumitura of ^verj des- 
criptiott ; Jran bedstcade, mflSsnteBak, portable B(oTe% tenti^ 
4o. Zhe Indies' Bepartme&t is snpennteaded fay wm. 
eipsrienoed tenafe. Gafains fitted with beddiag and eiaqr 
Mfisirf on Hie aharteet aetice. Fint dass, iK.10t.alid 
iqpvards ; seeond decs, from 12. Is. to 22. 15*. Bedding and 
BMas vteaail^ complete fiar astoenge passeqger, from 10s. 6d. 
t»2U. listi^ with prioes^tewaidedi^on receipt ef a imSiiga 
t s TOgwrs ' togpige leod^ed fr«ga the osoatiy 
frae cf ehanas. Beiihsfittcd. 
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401 iK> S2L 10& ; aad it will be four months befiure 
lie lands at Yanooavier. -There is another roote 
tliroQi^ Oanada and tha United States, over the * 
"fiocky Mountains. The traveller by this nxite 
pays from 132. to 27L, according to classy book* 
ing throughout from London to St. Eanl in Minne- 
sota. Thence to Fembina is 450 miksy thence to 
Carltou House 600 miles, thence to Edmonton 400 
miles, thence to Frazer's Kiver (a branch of Frazer) 
200 miles ; total from St Panl, 1650. It has been 
estimated that, '' Tiewing the &eilities aA>vded by 
the face of the country, and the continaons line of 
the Hudson Bay Company's posts, this journey can 
be accomplished in seventy days, at an expense to a 
company of ten persons of $180 each." 

It may be useful to know that parcels and pnek- 
ages are forwarded to Vancouver Island and Bfitish 
Colombia, by every opportsuoiiy, through Wells, 
Fargo, <fe Co.'s express, whose agents am Eives and 
Maoey, 61, King Wiiliam-street, London-bridgeu 
A person whohas had practical experience, says: — 
" Spring is the best season in wlud& to arrive. 
The pon8 cbsinorum ]i^ how to get there and at what 
cost. The shortest route is by the Isthmus of Pi^ - 
aanaa> which can be i*eached vid New York, or by 
the West India steamers to St Theaias'sL The 
latter route ought to be adotited4miy in winter and 
spring, as the emigrant may be detsined some days 
both at St. Thomas's and . Panama, waiting for the 
«MUBBcting steamers, and both tdiose pboas see sab* 
jeot to the visitations of yellow ippec Oi. Zhenasrs 

o 2 
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Has been much maligned for its heat and insalubrity; 
but I heard a Glasgow skipper say it was the finest 
cUmate he wm ever in, as he w«8 'aye drinking and 
aye dry.' Whether by St. Thomas's or New York; 
no emigrant need calculate on reaching his destina- 
tion under 501 or 60?." 

The following details as to the requisite outfit 
will probably be acceptable : — 



SINGLE HAN 8 OUTFIT. 

1 beaverteen jacket (warm lined) 
1 ditto waistcoat with sleeves 
1 ditto trousers (warm lined) . 
1 duck ditto .... 
1 coloured drill jacket . 
1 ditto trousers 
1 ditto waistcoat . 

1 pilot overcoat or jacket 
Or, 1 waterproof coat 

2 blue serge shirts, or Jersey frocks 
1 felt hat ... . 
1 Braril straw hat . 
6 blue striped cotton shirts, each 
1 pair of boots . . • 

1 pair of shoes 
4 handkerchiefs, each 
4 pairs worsted hose, each 

2 pairs cotton hose, each 
1 pair braces 
4 towels, each 
Razor, shaving-brush, and glass 



6 
4 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 



7 

4 
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1 



1 
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6 

6 
3 

9 
6 
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SIKOLE woman's outfit. 



1 warm cloak, with a cape 

2 bonnets, each * . 
I small shawl 

1 stuff dress . 

2 print ditto, each . 
6 shifts, each . 

2 flannel petticoats, each 

1 stuff ditto . 

2 twill cotton ditto 

1 pair of stays 

3 cape, each . 

4 pocket handkerchiefs, each 

2 net ditto for neck, each 
4 nightcaps, each . 

4 sleeping jackets, each . 
2 black worsted hose, each 
4 cotton ditto, each 
1 pair of shoes 
1 ditto boots . 
6 towels, each 
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Each person also requires— 

1 bowl and can, 2a 3d, ; 1 knife and fork, 1 deep 
tin plate, 1 pint drinking mug, 1 table-spoon, 1 tea- 
spoon, U Gd. 

An assortment of needles and thread, Is. 



21b0. of marinasoap, 9,tid* 



3 sheets, each Is. 



1 comb and hair brush. Is, i 2 potsblaoking, each 4^«?. 



A married couple require 
only one set of these 
artidea^ but of lai^ger 
siza 
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2 shoe broflhesy each 7^dL' 
1 pair of blankets, 7«. 
1 oomiteipaney Is. Sd, 
1 strong chesty with lock, 

89. 9d. 

1 linen clothes bag, Is. 9dL 
1 mattress and pillosr, 5s. 

Cost of aboye outfit for a single man, about £5 10 
Ditto ditto single woman „ 5 15 
Ditto ditto married couple „ 10 10 

Bat we believe that the outfit for Yanooaver 
Island will, in a great measure, depend on the roote 
intended to be taken,* and also whether it is ia^ 
tended on arrival to proceed to the diggingi^ or to 
adopt farming or mercantile pursuits. In aithcr 
ease the party should apply to a respectable houses 
accustomed to supply articles adapted to the colonjL 
Monnery & Co., 165, Fenchurch-street^ London, 
sup]dy, gratb, an illustrated price list, suitable fiir 
all classes. 

For the overland route, bedding and mess utenaik 
are not required for the journey ; but it is advisabli^ 
if intending to proceed xtsp the country^ to take the 
same packed in a waterproof valise, as the same is 
purchasable here at half the price which it fetches 
in the ^colony, and can always be disposed of to 
advantage if not ultimately wanted. The following 
list of necessaries should be provided : — 18 white Ust 
printed diirts^ 6 cc^ured ftannel shirts^ 6 nighi- 
aUrts, 8 docen oolkrs, 24 pocket **^*^^flrtthifft^ & 
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cOkTBiB, S4 |Mur eotton ■ooks or stoekiDgB) 6 pftir wool 
do.y 2 pair braoeB, 6 pair drawen^ 6 nndawwaielofNit^ 
1 tweed suity 1 pilot ooat andtaramen^ 3 pair dnek or 
jean trooserSy 2 Hnen or alpaca coahi^ 2 watgp okirt% 1 
pair atro^ kather gaiten^ 1 each, straw and £dt bat, 
waterproof ooat, troasen and hat^ S or 3 pair atrong 
bootB) and 2 oyerland trunks or choBts. The wkde 
of the aboYe maj be obtoined for about 151. or 201,, 
but the present stook of dotbing may be dedoeted 
Ceooh above, this list being the entire quantity thai 
each person should provide themseiveB with lor the 
overiand ronteu If it is the intsntion of the emi- 
grant to proceed by, ship the whole distance^ 
m£Sflient UDder-clothtng shoi^d be taken to last 
ftoBk fonr to fire months, as only small artidea can 
W washed on the royageu fint-dass passengns 
will be required to find their <»wn bedding and 
Mbin requisiteB, but not mess utensils; the second and 
tlubd-dass passengers will be required to find bed> 
ding and mess utensilB, via. : a mscttrese^ 2 blanket^ 
a eounterpane or wool mg, 4 pair sheets, 4 pUosr 
«aae8^ a cabin lamp, a washstand or basin and ring 
to hdd the samOy'a can or keg to hold the dailj 
s^ppiy of water, 2 knires and forks, 2 qmrns, 2 
aoetal or enamel i^ates^ 2 cups and saueen^ 1 drittk> 
ssg mqi^ 2 Uml yellow and 3 Iba marine soap for 
washing with sea water, and a bag with look to 
•BBtain the soiled Hnen. The whole can be obtained 
ftom 21s. te 6Qa^ aeooidii^ to ^laUty. 

If tiie eaaigmnit purpossa to preoeed to the 
difpagt, » teat, 2 mimng shopfifa^ 2 piekaxe% « 
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crowbar, galvanized iron buckets, an American ax«^ 
a set of splitting wedges, and a camp stove should 
be provided. If a party is going together, 1 tent 
and stove will suffice for six or eight persona 

We think that <'A Betumed Digger" miMt 
be heard on the question of dietary preoaa* 
tions : — 

^ If I were asked what provisions I should recom* 
mend the emigrant to take as a kind of addiUan to 
those provided by the ship's master, I shoold say a oaaa 
or so of preserved meats and preserved vegetMeS'-^ 
especially the latter, which when good are beyond 
all value. 

" Another indispensable thing is lime-juice ; I 
believe that on two or three occasions I owed my 
life (and several of my fellow-travellers owed their 
lives in turn to me) to a large supply of lime-juice, 
which was more than enough to satisfy us alL The 
value of this health-preserver cannot be too highly 
estimated. If you ask me how much you shall 
take, I answer, just as much as ever you like ; for 
what you don't want you will be able to give away 
in the best-directed charity you ^er had a hand in. 
Ton should see the little children enjoy a drau^^t 
of water in which a little lime-juice has been 
dropped; it is a real pleasure to. look upon the 
sight This liquor seems to cure bad water, and to 
eave every creature who uses it carefully iacom such 
illnesses as fever, costiveness, scurvy, and all affeo> 
tiona of the skin. There^ I have known it to ooxe 

lihaohe^ and even inflamed eyes. It seems to me^ 
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tiutt on diip-board lime-juice is a regular universal 
medicine. 

" Whaieyer you take with you, leave eUone such 
things aa potted meata and aU higltrseMoned things, 
which will only heat your blood. And I can tell 
yon the ^Ueeen-deckB of a thip vnU send yo%ifr Uood 
up to fever heat quite soon enough Perhaps, how- 
•i!er, you should not foiget some preserved milk, 
which you will find of immense benefit, and a great 
fauniry, while a few pounds of tea will cheer you, 
and will pay yoii for the outlay upon it.** 

On the Talue of temperate habits to any one who 
is intending to try his fortunes in the Gold Fields 
of British Columbia, it is impossible to dwell too 
qiucIk In England, the use of ardent spirits is 
pernicious enough ; but in British Columbia it is 
absolute and speedy destruction. A practical and 
intelligent writer, whom we have already had OC'* 
cudon to quote, is particularly earnest on this 
point: — 

** I tell you plainly, there is nothing so pnlls a 
man back at gold digging as spirits. They take all 
tiue strength out of him ; they nnman him for a 
tame, and the expense is so greats spirits (especially 
the good) costing an enormous figure at all gold 
settlements, that I really think the man who picks 
up half an ounce a day, and doesn't spend a grain 
of it in drink, makes, in reality, more by the end 
of the month than the miner who picks up four 
ounces a day, and drinks when it pleases him. As 
a proof of the truth of what I am saying, I may 
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dedare that the owners of spiiit sioreB azB alwajB 
safe to make fortuneB. - 

^ This waniiDg is w<Mrth somethnigy fcr candidly I 
ttXk you that the temptation to drink is very gieal 
Whether it is the excitement nataral to a gold 
digger^s life, or whether it is the desire to be luzn- 
rioos and dashing, I know not; hut this is 
that an enonaous per-eentage of gold diggeva {i 
this I know from my own observation, and the eoE^ 
perienoe of other sober men mnch older than I am 
myself,) an enormous per-centage of gold diggen^ 1 
say, drink extravagantly of spirita. 

^These diggers who ' drink their goM,' as they 
say in Australia, never are worth anything, and 
they generally die in ditches, nnkssmen more te» 
perate than they have been give them hat or tent* 
room. 

^ Again, there is another and still greater arg*- 
nent against iqnrit drinking as a custom with gold 
diggers. It is this : that those who take naok 
spirits an nnable to bear the rooghing of a minerb 
life ; and the conseqmnce is, that they are resii^lit 
any moment to take any disease "v^ch may be oem^ 
mon; and not nnfreqoently, in fever tunes,' tiMyM 
down in scores, and never get np agaiB*" 
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CHAPTER V. 

IntorOosanio Bailivay— Had Birer^Britiah Golumbi* Over- 
Ivid Tnmdt ConpHiy— Gold in tlie BrnktAdumtoi^-lhO' 
poMd for a Lioe of Electric T«l«gi»ph-~Tka6«ldFiaids of 
Cariboo — ^Tkeir Bicbea — CoDcniiani ToBtimony on ibis 
Point — ^The Canadian and Local Press. 

Wx trtnt that the commenoement of tlie Hali- 
Skx. and Qnebee Bailwaj will be bailed as maik^ 
iag out the fint portMm of that Chreat Inter- 
Ooeanio Railway^ nmniiig irhMj tbrooi^ Biilak 
temtoij^ whkii ahall not obSj oonrej ooloniaitsoii 
to «mr Pacific ahorea^ but whieh oommcrce ahall 
adopt as its great highwi^ between the West aokl 
ihe East. There can be no ratkmal doubt, as Lofd 
BorjhaspoaLted out, ** that our trade in the Parafie 
Ocsaa with C^ina and with India mivt nhunatefy 
be canied on tibioagii oar North Amenean pos- 
BBtBOOUBj* This Inter-Ooeanio Baflwqr would les^ 
sen the drstsmffe between London and Peikin.M91 
miles, and wonld redooe the jonmej to thirty 
daj& It would lessen the distanoe between livei^ 
pool and Yanooayer Island to 5650 — ^the distance 
between Liverpool and Panama alone being 4100 
— and wonld secnie sea-aooees at each extremity; 
finr while, on the Atlantie coast of Brilkh Korth 
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AoMrica, the nugnificeut Ii&rboDr of TTalifaT ■■ 
the only s&£e port wa have aoewrible at kll 
■eaBOD% the rest being closed by ioe for six nMxitlu 
of the year, ou the Pacific we have, ia tiia 
harbour of Esqoimaalt, Vaaconver Island, tb« 
finest port in the world, there being along tlia 
whole remainder of that coast, thenoe to Yal|w> 
raiao, scarody a safe and convenient port. Erea 
that of San Franciaoo, as Mr. C. FitzwilUan, fram 
peraoual. obeervation, informa na, is bo exoeasveljc 
large that it cannot be said to be safe at all times. 

It is therefore gratifying to find that a com- 
mittee has been named for completing the fisnua- 
tion of thia great scheme, and that Mr. J. Nelaoa 
hu been ^>pointed secretary. On the Ist Marcii, 
1662, Mr. Nelson addrened a letter to all the Cham- 
beis of Conuuerce of the United Kingdom, in which 
he eicptsined the " postal, commercitd, and military 
importance of the |K«posed line of railway oom- 
mtmicfttion betweeen Halifax and Quebec." In an 
article in the Canadian NewB, of the 20th March, 
1662, the writer says ; — "It would be of immeuw 
advantage to Canada if the Provincial Qovammenb 
would at once take steps to organise an efi^tive 
transportation line through Canada to BritisU 
Colnmbia, either by the Fort William or the Min- 
with escorted caravans from Bed Bivur 
egulsr periods. This route would bo 
e than that by Panama, more bealthv, 
prepare the travellere for the labonra 
Such an enterprise would draw an 
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immense amount of travel to our abores, create 
atroDg bonds between Canada and tbe Pacific pro« 
vinoesy and eventuallj lead to tbe settlement of 
many of tbe fortunate gold-seekem in our midst. 
It would be a great step towards tbe construction 
of tbe Pacific railway througb Britisb territory, by 
gmdn^lly developing the capabilities of the route, 
dispelling prejudices, and proving bow small are 
tbe physical difficulties in tbe way of its accom- 
plishment. Hundreds of thousands of emigrants 
wUl seek British Cfohimbia this pear, tbe greater 
part of whom would prefer tbe land route, if tbe 
Oanadian Oovemment would manfully apply itself 
to tbe organisation of effective transportation trains.** 
Hareover, there is tbe value of Red Biver itself* 

* I have always felt an active living interest in everything 
that concerns what is nsnally called among us "the Bed 
Rrver country." In the very heart of the continent, on a 
territory 500,000 miles in extent, where Lord Selkirk, 
half a century ago, deoUred that there was field enough for a 
population of 80,000,000 souls, the only speck of colonization 
IB some 6,000 or 7,000 inhabitants in and about Fort Garry. 
Ko American community has ever undergone a sterner ap- 
prenticeship to fortune, or been so widely underrated by 
Imperial and Canadian statesmen. The greater part, if not all 
that region, was an integral part of Canada at the conquest^ 
and to Canada the people of the Selkirk settlement most 
naturally looked for protection against the monopolizing 
poHcy of the Hudson Bay Company. It is not creditable to 
us to be forced to admit that hitherto they have looked this 
way in vain. No Canadian can have read with satisfaction 
the latest intelligence from that kindred community; no 
Canadian can learn with satisfaction that it was left for the 
infimt state of Minnesota, with a census not exceeding alto- 
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to recommend tbe scheme, as well as the reeent 
disoovtty of gold on tlie Saskatdiewan River. A 

getbv this little ialaod of Montreal, to do £ar tkem what tbey 
natnniUy expect from us — ^that while they are interrogating 
our ministers as to their policy on the Hudson Bay question, 
the Americans from St. Paul were steaming down to Fort 
GaiTj. It is not the finrt time that we have reoelTed a 
keson in enterprise £n>m our republican neighbours; to be 
our leaders on our own soil, though creditable to them, iB 
surely not in this case particularly honourable to us. 

That Bed River country, let me observe, is no inhospitable 
desert, repugnant to the incraaee of the hmnan race. Modem 
fldenoe has exploded the ancient error, that climate is deter- 
mined by the latitude. The best authority on the climatology 
of our continent, Mr. Lorin Blodgett, has pointed out the 
existence of a vast wedge*8haped tract, extending from the 
47th deg. to the 80th deg. of northern latiitude, 10 degrees of 
longitude at the base, containing 500, 000 square, miles of 
habitable land, subject to few and inconsiderable variations 
of climate. This author gives a summer of 95 days to Toronto^ 
And of 90 days to Cumberland ^ouse in 64 d^. noith. Mr. 
Simon Bawson, from personal observation, compares the 
dimate of Fort Gaoj to that of Kingston. ProC Hind 
plaoes itfl annual mean temperature aA 8 deg. lower than that 
of Toronto, fiords of buffido winter in the woodland as far 
north as the 6(Hh pacaUel ; Indian corn grows on both banks 
«f due Saskatchewan ; wheat sown in the valley of the Red 
Biver early in May is gathered in by the end of Angost. The 
solitude and aspect of the country nourish in it a temperature 
which one would not expect to find ee far northward. Blodgett 
asserts that spring opens almost simultaneously along the 
vast plains from Bt. Paul to the Maekenae Biver; and 
aflsoradly where oattle can winter oo^ where the rivers are 
generally free of ice by the first week of May, whefe wheat 
can be gmwa ''twenty yean in suooesdon without exhausting 
the aoil" — there must be asmething woefiiHy wrong in the 
eyitem of xule^ when, after fifly years of aettlemen^ we find a 
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nuntdkn paper of good standing baa the foUowia^ 
WMler date of the 27th Mardi last :~ 

** The evidanee of the eziatenoe of gold on the 

total pofmUifeioA of len than 10,000 aouU ! Tke lake and 
river system of that region are almost as wonderful as oar 
own. Lake Winnipeg has aa area equal to that of Erie, and 
lake Manitobah neariy half that of Winnipeg. In the Talleya 
of the Saskatchewan and Aasiniboine, Professor Hind esti- 
mates that there are ahove 11,000,000 acres of <' arable Und 
of the first quality.'* Of this region about one-half is prairie 
to qne-balf woodland ; it is the only extensiye pnurie country 
«peB to us east of the Bocky Mountains, and if juatioe was 
even now done it, it would become the Qlinois or Iowa of our 
future British- American nationality. 

And thia oountiy ia not only Talnahla in itself batvalaabk 
fior that to which it leads. The distanoe from a given point 
on our side of Lake SupericMr to navigable water on Frazer's 
BiTer, in British Columhiai does not exceed 2000 niiWs 
about twice the distanoe between Boston and Chicago. It 
haa been shown by eveiy ezplorer how, with some incon- 
sSderable aids &om art, a continuous steam- boat navigation 
might be obtained from Lake Winnipeg to the base of the 
Booky Mountains. By these aids^ and oonresponding im- 
provements on the other side of the mountains, Toronto might 
be brought within ten or twelve days of British Columbia. 
But there is a more important oonsideration connected with 
the territoiy ; for we know that through its prairies is to be 
fiNind the shortest and best railroad route to the Paeifia 
Bveiy one can understand that the American route from 
Western 'Earofpe to Asia which lies farthest to the north, 
most be the most directs Any one glancing at a globe will 
see where the i6th degree parallel leads the eye horn the 
heart of Germany, through the British Channel, across to the 
Gulf of St. lAwreac€^ and from onr gulf westward to the Sas* 
katohewaB, to Yanooavar's Island — the Cuba of the North 
PiMafic — aadfrom Vanodnver to the rich and popnloas arohi- 
pehfQ ^ Japan. This eonne was damonstnted by d^taia 
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Saskatchewan is sufficient to satisfy the minds of 
the people of Ked Biver, and they propose to fit oa^ 
an expedition and engage in the work of practical 
exploration. Small quantities of gold have hew 
founds and miners are said to be already on the spot 
prepared to commence operations in the sprin|^ 
From British Columbia last year we were informed 
that gold had been found on the Peace Biver, which 
takes its rise in the Bocky Mountains and has its 
course to the eastward of that range. The extren^Q 
probability that gold, which has been found on botb 
sides of the mountains throughout their entire ex- 

SyDge to be 2000 miles shorter between London uid 
Hong Kong than any other in ezistenoe; it has bat ob< 
formidable engineering difficoliy to be oyeroome — an elevif 
tion of 6000 feet above the sea-level in crossing the Bocky 
Mountams into Columbia. Such at least is. the carefully* 
guarded statement of Mr. Stevens, the late American GoVei^ 
nor of Washington territory ; and snch is said to be the rmtdb 
arrived at by Captain Pidisser's more recent expIoratioBaL 
By a short tunnel at the favourable pass, the elevation may 
be reduced to 5000 feet, ** whose gradients," it has been cal- 
culated, ^'need not exceed sixty feet per mile, from tiiA 
head of Lake Superior to Pnget Sound." An elevation of 
6000 feet is not an insuperable obstacle — ^as has been shown 
at Mount Cenis and the Alleghanies. {On the Philadelphia 
and Pittsburg road at Altona the gradient of 96 feet to the 
mile has been found practicable.) The name-^" Booky Motm* 
tains" — is more formidable to the ear than to the engineer | 
as the latitude has misled us with regard to climate, so the 
latitude has been overrated with regard to cost; but the 
science of this age once entering upon any experiment, it 
will neither be deterred by regions represented as uninhabl^ 
able, nor by mountains reputed to be impassable.— T. D* 
M'GxB, quoted in the Cifnadian News of the 81st Oct., 1861. 
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ient within the United States territory, will also be 
found on both sides in the British possessions/makes 
ns receive the evidence of its existence on the Sas- 
katchewan and Peace Rivers with confidence. We 
are happy to find that the people of Red River are 
albout to test the matter in a practical way by send- 
ing out some of their most intelligent and reliable 
inen. If their expedition is successful in finding 
goldy they will secure the introduction of a stream 
of emigration through their territory which cannot 
but prove inmiediately advantageous to their inte- 
rests. In many respects, a gold field upon the Sas- 
katchewan will be more attractive than any other 
j^ discovered upon this oontinent, or, indeed, in 
any part of the world. That of Nova Scotia in in- 
deed much nearer civilization, but it is of limited 
extent, and is not yet proved to be possessed of the 
extiaordinary riches of the Rocky Mountain dig- 
gings. The Pike's Peak gold fields are geographi- 
cally as near civilization as those of the Saskatche- 
wan, but the country surrounding them is of the 
Bost sterile character, almost unfit for the residence 
of man, and the journey from the east is made over 
barren plains not fit for man*s habitation. The 
Saskatchewan country, on the contrary, is a mag- 
nificent prairie with a fertile soil, a climate nol 
more severe than that of Upper Canada, with fine 
i^avigable streams, and considerable supplies of lig- 
nite. California and British Columbia are accee- 
sible, it is true, by sea, but the voyage is a long and 
expensive one. The number of persons who will 

H 
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resort tbither from Europe and the Atiantie ooasfe 
of America will necessarily be comparatiYely smalL 
The Saskatchewan, on the contrary, can be reached 
by the expenditure of a small sum of money, aad^ • 
when the routes are properly opened, without fiitigue 
or expense. Already a steam -boat and stage route 
has been opened from St Paul's to Bed Biver, and 
a still better one will, we trust, be established frcHa 
Fort William ere long. With a steam-boat on Lak^ 
Winnipeg and another upon the Saskatchewan Ri very 
the journey from Canada and the United States to 
the Saskatchewan gold fields would cost but a few 
dollars in money, and a few days in time. The 
territory is rendered still more attractive by tl^o 
fact that it lies on the direct route to the gold fields 
of the Pacific. The adventurer would understand 
that if he fedled on the east side of the mountains, 
he would find on the west the opportunities ha 
asked for." 
Again: 

*' The last Bed Biver mail confirms the rumom 
of 1861 in respect to the discovery of gold on tba 
Saskatchewan. The 'colour' has been found 9M 
Carlton House, near the forks of the river — ^a locsr 
lity about half-way from Selkirk to the mountains* 
The Nor^'Wester, the newspaper at Fort Garry, is 
filled with articles exhibiting the rising excitement 
among the mercurial people of the settlement I 
anticipate that the vayageurs of the north-west, with 
oxen, horses, and carts, will be unavailable to the 
Hudson's Bay Company next summer. A popnia* 
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tion of 4000 from Selkiik alone will l>e epeedilj 
transferred to the vaUeys of the Bocky Mountainfly 
tikotottghly exploring, under the guidance of Atu- 
traliaB and Califbmian miners, the resonrces of the 
Saskatchewan. Their places will be filled tenfold 
by emigrants from England and Canada, especdally 
if a Colonial Gbvemment is established at the pre-» 
sent session of Parliament over Central British 
America. In any event, I cannot see how the 
Hudson Bay Company can rely on their present 
system of transportation during the summer of 
1862. A Mackinaw boat, holding five tons, re- 
quires five men — usually half-breed voyttgefO/rs. 
These cannot be obtained, if there is a stampede te 
the diggings, among that roving and unreliable elasL 

'' There are now two steamers on the Bed Biver 
of the north. With our present news, there will 
be a necessity in July for a propeller through Lake 
Winnipeg and a river steamer on the Saskatchewan. 
These furnished, a water communication from 
€(eorgetown, in Minnesota, would transport an 
emigrant to the new Eldorado in the Bocky 
Mountains, from which the Frazer flows to the Pa- 
<4fie, the Peace Biver to the Arctic Ocean, and the 
Saskatchewati to the Hudson Bay." 

"The conception of an Inter-Oceanic Bail way** 
(writes an able correspondent of the Times), " com* 
meneing at Hali&x, and, after passing, in its entira 
length of 3200 miles, through Briti&h territory, ter- 
minating at the new Liverpool, which, we may oon^ 
fldently hope, will, in a few years, rise up on tlM 

H 2 
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southern shore of Yancoaver Island, is one the 
magnitude and importance of which cannot be over^ 
estimated. As compared with the route to Britisll 
Columbia vid Panama, the Inter-Ooeanio line would 
effect a saving of twentj-two days, while the position 
of Vancouver Island, as contrasted with Panama^ in 
relation to China and Australia, is also very sig- 
nificant. 

lE^anama to Canton, about 10,000 mileft 

Yancouver Island to Canton .... 9,000 

Panama to Sydney 8,300 

VancouTer Island to Sydney . . . . 7*200 

"This proximity to Australia," continues thib 
writer," is especially worthy of note at a tiine 
when the transmission of the mails across the 
Pacific is again being prominently advocated. It 
will be apparent from the aforegiven distances, that 
by transmitting the Australian mails from England 
to the Pacific across British North America ifid 
Yancouver Island, instead of vid Panama, a saving 
of ^ye days is eflected between England and the 
Pacific, and of 1000 miles, or say five days more, in 
the passage across that ocean — ^ten days saved in alL 

" The advantages to Great Britain which would 
accrue consequent upon the entire service being 
performed through British territory are beycmd 
all calculation. The coustruction of the railway 
would not merely open up to civilization a large 
territory in British North America hitherto almost 
unexplored, but it would open up to the eultivators 
of the soil in that territoiy and in Canada a means- 
of transit to all the markets of the Padfio, and an 
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o]^eii passage to the China seas and to our posses- 
aioiui in the East Indies. lu every aspect, whether 
tieved politically, socially, or commercially, the 
establishment of the proposed railway would give 
a progressive impulse to the affairs of the world, 
which, in its results, would eclipse anything which 
has been witnessed even amid the extraordinary de- 
velopment of the present century. That the railway 
will infallibly be made is as certain as that now is 
the time to undertake it. One does not require to 
be a prophet to predict that when the resources of 
British Columbia are ful]y opened up, and a com- 
munication established between the Atlantic and 
the Pacific, there will be enough traffic for a doasen 
ateamers as large as the Great Eastern on both 
oceans. The British empire has now the opportu- 
nity of securing that position which it has hitherto 
occupied without dispute as the greatest commer- 
•cial nation in the world." 

In reference to the delays which the scheme has 
experienced in its progress towards completion, the 
{Jcmadian News of the 20 th March, 1 86 2, observes : — 

" The papers received by the last mail from Bri- 

. iish North America state that the return of the 

Hon. Mr. Yan Koughnet to Canada without the 

definite reply of the Imperial Government to the 

proposals of the several provinces in regard to the 

Inter-colonial Railway, has been made the occasion 

^ by several of the joumaJs in each of the provinces 

to charge their recently returned delegates with 

iailure in their mission. Never was a charge so 

utterly groundless. We are in a position to state 
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in the most positive terms that, so &r from thift 
GoTemment haying given a refusal, thej are now en- 
gaged in discussing the whole merits of the qnestioB. 

** The delay has arisen because it was suggested 
that it would be well in the first place to satisfy 
the Lords of the Treasury in regard to the feeling 
ei this country with r^erenoe to the proposed rail- 
way. Memorials have aecordingly been smt in 
from Liverpool, Manchester, Bristol, Chester, 
Gloucester, Sheffield, Leith, Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Dublin, Belfast, &c., all couched in the strongest 
possible language as to the absolute necessity, in am 
Imperial point of view^ of the Halifiix and Quebec 
Bailway. These documents are now receiving at 
the hands of the Executive that consideration to 
which they are so well entitled ; and we understand 
^hat, with the view to the discussion of the whole 
question in Parliament, the production of these 
papers will be moved for in the House. In tne 
meantime, our provincial contemporaries would do 
well to awaifc the results of the forthcoming action 
•f the Imperial Legislature, before attributing 
fiulure to the recent mission with which the Hon. 
Messrs* Van Koughnet, Howe, and Tilley were 
charged, and especially as their recent statements 
are very likely to prove them false prophets." 

Another new undertaking, projected in connexion 
with the same colony,* is the " British- Columbia 
Overland Transit Cony)any (Limited).'' The capital 

* It is proper to draw attention to the aocompanying letter 
«ii the tabject of this enterpriee, which was inserted in tiie 
JhiOf Ntwt of April 10, 18^2:— 
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ill to be dOOyOOO/., with power to increase to 
1,000,000/., in lOti shares. The promoters have 
crgaaized an overland route from Canada, passing 
direct through Biitish territor j. Sorv^ors have 
traced a direct road, which, with a perfect organiza- 
tion of land-transport, is stated to be at once 
amiable. The company intends to form a land- 
traxksport train adapted both for passengers and 
goods, a large immigrant traffic being anticipated. 
Enterprise in this direction having been encouraged 
by the legislatures both of Canada and ]foitiah 
Columbiay applications have been made direct to 
them for local charters, with a tiew to secure to the 
company exclusive privileges. The hope is held 
out of accomplishing the distance between Europe 

"the west-end joint -stock bank (liiotbd), and the 
bbitish oolukbia overland transit company (uiaxld). 

» lb the EMor qfthe DaOf News, 

" Sib, — ^Admitted, on the one hand, that gentlemen of po- 
mUon and property have a ligkt to exert their influence and 
inyest their money in as many joint-stock companies as they 
please, I think it will be conceded, on the other hand, that 
the public should know how or where any -particular circle of 
such capitaliste may he fbimd in oontxnuoaa oo-opemtlon in 
different enteipriees. 

" I have before me copies of the prospectuses of the two 
companies whose titles introduce this letter. The hoard of 
the first-mentioned consists of eleven directors, of the seoond, 
fifteen ; and I observe that the former contributes tan meoi- 
ben to the directory of the latter. The chaurman, the soli- 
citors, and the auditor stand alike for both companies. 

'* Would it not be more discseet, on the part of those gen- 
tlemen, if they were to distribute good dividends on No. l^ 
befiore they immerse themselves in No. 2 ! — I am, &c.y 

" Caotious»" 
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and British Columbia in about twenty-five days. 

Attached to the undertaking is a Bcheme for carry- 
ing on banking business in British Columbia. It 
is more particularly proposed to deal in bullion and 
gold dust, upon the plan pursued by the transit 
companies in British Columbia. 

A correspondent of the Canadian News, under 
date of the 23rd February, 1862, says :— 

" The movement towards the gold fields of British 
Columbia which is almost depopulating some parts 
of California, and is raging with some intensity in 
the States, has reached some parts of Canada too, . 
and several hundred adventurous spirits are going 
to follow the few who have already left in search of 
fortunes on the Pacific coast. The papers of the 
Atlantic provinces are rather discountenancing this 
— they fear the exodus of even a few^ and they are 
pointing to the rich new gold fields of Kovia Scotia 
as a preferable quarter for people to try their luck. 
1 hardly know which course to take. I hope a 
large number of immigrants will go to both. What 
a future for this northern portion of the continent 
do not these new gold discoveries open up ! The 
Nova Scotia coal mines are the best places on the 
Atlantic coast of America for procuring coal — ^nay, 
I think the only place, and the supplies there are 
inexhaustible. Vancouver Island is the only spot 
where coal is to be found on the Pacific. Thus 
fiftcilities for steam-boat and railway travel are pro- 
vided at either end of the great trans-continental 
route. The Harbour of Halifax on the one side 
and Victoria on the other are the best in all America 
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— both always free from ice, well protected, and 
capacioufl. The valley of the St Lawrence extends 
a thousand miles and more between these extreme 
points. The valley of the Saskatchewan mns a 
thousand miles further — both of these being in 
British territory, in the direction of travel between 
the oceans, and so level as to be almost natural beds 
for railroads. Ere many years, I see that railway 
trains must run on British ground from one side of 
this new world to the other, carrying not only the 
gold of California and Columbia towards Great 
Britain, but also the teas and silks of China and 
Japan and the rich productions of our Indian empire, 
returning with finer manufactures of English anvils 
and looms for the supply of the populations of two 
continents. It is a thousand pities the British 
people will not open their eyes to the advantages 
of the International Kailroad in bringing this future 
soon about ; it alone is needed to half accomplish 
it, and to link Halifax with Sarnia, Goderich, and 
Collingwood on Lake Huron and its great Georgian 
Bay. It is much to be regretted, too, that the 
grand ideas of Mr. W. M. Dawson, the projector of 
the North- West Transportation Company (chartered, 
but not yet organised), have not yet been carried 
out. His plans, which excited much attention a 
few years ago, comprised, you will remember, the 
establishment of a steam line between Collingwood 
and Fort William (Lake Superior), and the placing 
of half-a-dozen small river steamers on the chain of 
rivers and lakes which run from that to the foot of 
the Bocky Mountains, with only a few easily sur- 
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mounted portagea. It wonld not haye taken more 
than $100,000 to start this enterprise, and had it 
been in operation novr, it wonld have repaid its 
proprietors tenfold in a few seasons, for it woold 
have been patronized by all who are going to the 
Cariboo or to Peele River. Perhaps Mr. Dawson's 
next endearour will be more sacoessful, and the 
estabb'shment in London of the British American 
Association, of which we have heard with the 
deepest interest, will enable such plans as his the 
better to be laid before the British public" 

On the. 13th of September, 1868, a letter ap- 
peared in the Times from a writer desirous of show- 
ing the practicability of speedily establishing, and 
at a very moderate cost, a line of electric telegraph 
from Canada to the western sea-board, which shall 
prove the forerunner of the Great Inter-Oceanic 
Kailway, and the means, in part, of opening up 
the yasC and yet unoocupied territoiy east of the 
Rocky Mountains. 

The route may shortly be described as follows : — 

Fort William to Bed Biver— say .... 500 

Bed River to Fairford (or Lake Winnip^)— 

aay 180 

Fairfozd to Cumberland station — say . .170 

Cumberland to Nepowewin 200 

Nepowewin by the N. Saskatchewan or 
Battle Biver to the Punehbowl Pasa^ on 
the Bocky Mountains 600 — 1100 

1600 
" The weight and cost of the staves for the whole 
line would be, approximately :— 
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POJU WiLLZAX VO ABSENIBOIA. 

Weighty 272 tons. 
Cost of materuds and of coDveyance from England 

bj the route of Lake Superior to Fort William £9,500 
Inland convejanoe ....'. 1,600 

ASSDTIBOIA TO BOCfKT MoUnTAIKS. 

I Weight, 298 tons. 
Co0t of materiab and of ecmv^anoe irom England 

by way of Hudson's Bay to Fort York . . £11,000 
Inland cpnveyance 8,000 

" The only remaining item of cost to be consi- 
dered is that of labour. The amount of skilled 
labour to be performed in the erection of a line of 
telegraph is so limited that a trained . workman 
would complete his portion of the work at the rate 
of from five to ten miles of line per week. The 
labour, for the execution of which no preyious 
training is required, is simply that of cutting wood 
suitable for tel^praph posts along the route, and 
setting these posts in the ground at intervals of fifty 
or sixty yards. Possibly for some hundreds of 
miles of the whole distance no pole-setting what- 
ever would be required, the living trees themselves 
(of course with proper insulators) affording every 
oonvenience for the due support and protection of 
ihe electric wire. A sum of 5Z. per mile would, no 
doubt, be a liberal allowance to cover this charge. 

'' The figures woidd therefore stand thus : — 

Materials and shipmsat £20,600 

Inland conveyance 4,500 

Labour i 8,000 

£33,000 

He adds : "^ Between Fort William and the Ca- 



108 BBITISH COLUICBIA. 

nadian capital such an extenmon as might hereafter 
seem desirable cotild readily be established, either by 
the route of Lake Superior or of the River Ottawa> 
but the unbroken Lake communication which now 
exists would supply in a measure the hiatus, until 
the completion of the remaining section should bind 
together with a link of iron the mother country 
and her colonies in the Pacifia" 

Gold had been discovered in Queen Charlotte's 
Islands in 1852, but only in small quantities ; and 
it has been long well understood that this precious 
metal existed not only on Frazer Kiver, but 
throughout the Central Cascade Bange in this di- 
rection. As matter of actual discovery, Captain 
McClelland, in 1853, while surveying the military 
road from Fort Walla Walla, on the Columbia 
River, to Fort Steilacoom, on Puget Sound, through 
the Nachess Pasd, found gold in considerable quan- 
tities, his men making two dollars a day, some- 
times, with a pan. The discoTery, whenever first 
made, or wherever, was not reported to the Home 
Government until 1856, when Mr. Douglas, Go- 
vernor of the new colony, addressed a despatch to 
the Colonial Secretary, in which he stated that a 
discovery of much importance had been made known 
to him by Mr. Angus M'Donald^ clerk in charge 
of Fort Colvile. 

Mr. McDonald reported that gold had been found 
in considerable quantities within the British terri- 
tory on the Upper Columbia, and that he was 
moreover of opinion that valuable deposits of gold 
would be found in many other parts of that country. 
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The communication was not very enthusiastically 
received, awd in December, 1857, the Governor 
"wrote to the Colonial Government a letter, in which 
lie says : — 

"The reputed wealth of the Oouteau Mines is 
Causing much excitement among the population of 
the United States territories of Washington and 
Oregon, and I Jiave no doubt that a great number 
of people from those territories will be attracted 
ihither with the return of the fine weather in 
spring. 

" When mining becomes a remunerative employ- 
ment, and there Ls a proof of the extent, and pro- 
ductiveness of the gold deposits, I would propose 
that the licence fee be gradually increased, in 
such a manner, however, as not to be higher 
than the persons engaged in mining can readily 
pay." 

On the 6th April, 1858, Douglas informed tlfo 
Colonial Secretary that the search* for gold and 
prospecting of the country had, up to the last dates 
from the interior, been carried on by the native In- 
dian population, who were extremely jealous of the 
whites, and strongly opposed to their digging the 
soil for gold. 

The shipments of gold from Victoria to San 
Francisco by the agencies, amounted in 1858 to 
$337,765, in 1859 to $1,211,309; in 1860 to 
$1,303,332, and in 1861 to $1,636,870. 

In 1860 the population, revenue, and expenditure 
of British Columbia and Vancouver Island were as 
follow : — 
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POFDIATION. 
MalM. Females. TotaL 
Britiflh ColambU . 5, 000, official eBtinuite, 1860. 

Yanoonver Island 5,000, do. do. 

Revektje, 

British Colambia £53,286 

Yancouver Island 14,74^ 

EXPSVDITCBB. 

British Ck>liimbift . . . . ^. . £47,175 
Yanoouyer Island 14,171 

The Ckmadiam, News of the 8th May, 1861, pab-> 
lishes the subjoined figures : — 

" The receipts at the Custom-house (of Yiotona) 
for the week ending March 2, 1861, were— -Duties^ 
71021 12«. 7d; harbour dues, ^L la. 2d,; headmoneyv 
16^. 4tf. 4d.; tonnage dues, 60^. I9s,; warehouse fees, 
1^. is.; total revenue, 7962. 6a. ScL The customs re- 
ceipts for January and February, 1860, were 3S90L 
5s. lOd.; for the same months in 1861, 406921 3#. 4d.; 
increase in &your of 1861, IT 81. I7s. ScL A slight 
increase has also taken place in the number of per* 
sons who paid head money. In 1860, during Janu* 
ary and February, there were 290; and in 1861, 
during the same period, 316. Grain in 1861, 26." 

The hugest hotel in Victoria is in Laogky-street, 
and is a commodious and well-finished structure. 
It was erected for Mr. Mitchell, the owner of ik» 
ground, and was leased, in 1861, for a term of yeaa^ 
to Mr. Bull, the proprietor of the late BritaA- 
American Hotel on Yates-street. It is called, w« 
believe, the Columbia House, or the Columbia 
Hotel. 

A quite recent letter £rom Victoria, Columbia^ 
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^yes a flourisbing aoooant of the min^nd wealth of 
Vancouver Island : — 

" I have told joa before of the almost £stbulous 
richness of the mines of British Columbia ; recent 
accounts place this beyond a doubt. Many men are 
making $100 per day^and not a few have picked up 
100 ounces in the same space of time. Kumbem 
who left Yictoria penniless are now worth fiom 
flOOO to lloi^OO, the result of one summer's 
labour. Those who had not luck enough to get 
good claims of their own, obtained plenty of em* 
ployment at from $10 to $20 per day. Want is 
unknown, provisions are plentiful, and hardships are 
among the things of the past. According to all 
aooountSy the gold must have been taken out by 
spadefuls. Think of $100 to the pan — ^not a hncy, 
but a reality. Miners think that richer diggiogB 
are yet to be found, and that the true seat of the 
gold is not yet discovered. AU the metal is coarse 
and in small nuggets — say from ten to twenty 
doUar pieces. The largest lump yet found weighs 
7 lb. ; and thi% strange to say, was found on Thomp- 
s(Hi's River — old and neglected ground* Miners ave 
now eomiz^ down in large numbers, each with his 
little aa^ of gr id ; but the majority of those with 
* piles* proceed A San Frandsoo— -a loss at present 
unavoidable fi* the want of mint and the scarcity 
ef the <»rculating medium. The OUer, within the 
lasi frrtnighty has brought down not less thaa 
$d00,000, and there is plenty more to oonie. 
Wells, Fargo, and Co. alone will have shipped this 
y^r not leas than a million and a half doUars." 
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Mr. A. G. DaUas, to whom the letter web ad- 
dressed, says : — 

'^From my own personal knowledge of the 
country, I believe that British Columbia will su)> 
pass both Australia and California in the liohueeaof 
its gold fields. At present the hiibourers are few, 
and the gold does not figure in the exports fnom 
Victoria, but goes to swell those of California* 
Provisions are as plentiful as gold, and cheaper than 
in any other country I know. The finest potatoes X 
ever saw were selling last winter in Victoria at 20 
cents, or lOd. per 100 lb. Flour and othw neces- 
saries were equally cheap and abundant^ Grooeriefl 
also were as cheap as in England, there being no 
duties. The only expensive articles are manufac- 
tured goods, the produce of labour. For the pos- 
sessor of the latter, in the shape of a stout heart 
and strong arms, both male and female, there is no 
better country in the world, with its fine dimatd 
atnd eveiy other good gift of Providence, indudii^^ 
seas and rivers abounding with fish, foi^tcf, rich 
farming lands at 4«. 2d. per acre, com fields, and 
minerals. In the event of war, these fine colomeKi 
at all times difficult of access to the poor xlaan, cau 
only be reached or even communicated with either 
by the circuitous route round Cape Horn or nid 
China. To American steamers from Panama to 
Victoria we are at present indebted for the tsaoi^r 
mission of letters or passengers. What is wanted 
is a line of English steamers from Panama to Yuh 
toria. This cannot, in the first instance, be accom- 
plished without the aid of the mother-country 
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This aid, granted but for a short ^^od, would, I am 
aatiafied, so add to the population and so develope 
l^e resources of Yanoonver Island and British Go- 
ItimlMa, that in a few years they would be able to 
earrjr on for themselves what they now solioit the 
motheiMsountry to establish." 

The Yiotoria CoUmist^ in speoulating upon the 
Best season's emigration, says : — 

^* Cariboo— fabulously rich in gold — will be the 
eentre of attraction. Between that and Victoria 
will be the main line of trade, travel, and industry* 
The Cariboo country proper contains no less than 
aa area of 6400 square miles. It is ample enough 
i<^ employ 50,000 miners of itseli But it is not at 
all probable — attractive as it is — that our other 
gold fields will be overlooked, if enjoying exclu* 
sively the immigration. Stickeen River, where 
good wages can be made — where provisions can 
be boated in — ^where mining is nearly as rich as 
lit Cariboo — Stickeen will draw off its adven- 
turers ; that is certain. Then there is Peace River, 
between Stickeen and Cariboo. It is rich ; the 
gold fields extensive, and more accessible than 
Cariboo. Peace River will take its quota of miners. 
Then there is North River — a branch of the Thomp* 
son— ^between Lake Kamloops and Cariboo. It 
offers another field for minora It is nearer and 
more accessible, and probably equally as rich as 
Oariboo. Its tributaries and bars will hardly escape 
the delving miner. 

'* Still farther east is Columbia River— the north- 
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em branch of that extensiye artery. By croanng 
over from North Biver or the head of Shnawti^ 
Lake, the head iraten of the British portion Of Co- 
lumbia Biver is stmek. Its bars are anrilbrotM ; 
pay $25 a day ; and on the rich ereeks which ate 
tributary, are diggings as rich as Cariboa Bk- 
plorers ascended it last year. €k>kl miners wfll ^o 
there too. Bock Creek and Similkameen will also 
attract more or less ; whilst nnmerons other loca- 
lities, either known or unknown, will share out tdle 
immigration. 

'' We may thns see the wide field for immigratMm 
which our country offers — a gold field extending 
from the 49th to the 57th degree of north latitude ; 
and from 116^ west longitude to 132*-— eight de- 
grees of latitude by sixteen degrees of longitude. 
Whichever route miners take— to whatever gtAd 
lelds the miners go — ^it will require a great deal of 
labour to supply them. Towards Cariboo, in aU 
probability, the majority of the rush will ga Ko 
question then exists but that the attention of Qo- 
Ternment should be early turned in that disreetieii. 
But along the same road, on Thompsicm and Niedtata 
Bivefs, at least &re thousand formers may mMe 
down this year — ^insured unequalled prices for their 
crops. Hay, cereals, vegetables, are sure to find' a 
good market." 

Another local paper, under date of the 14th 
January, 1862, gives us the following news from 
Cariboo : — 

^ Mr. Levi, of Levi and Boas, New Westminster^ 
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1ms furnished some additional and interesting items 
of intelligence from Cariboo. There are about 
76,000 pounds of flour at the Jorks of Qoesnelle, 
and 12/>,000 pounds of other goods. At Beaver 
Xjake ther«t are 25,000 pounds of every description 
«£ merchandize, most of which will be taken to the 
Jtoric% b^ore the spring immigration arrives, on the 

.hadca of Indiana. The only article of which there 
vas a scarcity up to December Ist^ was candles, 
whieh were selling at f 2 50 a |)Ound ! Think of 
paying $50 for a 20-pound box of greasy illumi- 

. nators 1 The Indians, for poking 100 pounds from 
tbe Forks of Quesnelle to Antler Creek, receive 
$40 a trip, which generally, owing to the deep 
SHOW, consumes the best part of a week. . From 
Seaver Lake to the Forks, $10 are paid for each 100 
pounds pieked. Four or five white men were making 
handHslede at the latter j^ace, on which they pro- 
posed freighting goods) to Antler ; and McCarty (a 
well-known packer) was preparing dog-sleds at Port 
Aleacandria to run between the Fords and Antler, 
with freight at 30 cents per pound. Several parties 

. were- engaged in sawing lumber on the banks of 
QMsneUe, and they weVe selling it at $125 per 1000 
fset; the demand was very light Flour at the 
Sorks was worth $72 dollars per barrel ; beans, 45 
cents per pound ; bacon, ^% cents ; best indiarrubber 
boots, $16; axes, $6; long-handled shovels, $5; 
picks, $6. Just before our informant started to 
come down, the discovery of a rich silver mine, be- 
tween Beaver Lake and Alexandria, was announced. 

i2 
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The weather was inteDselj cold, and the snow three 
feet deep.** 

Under date of Jaly 16, 1861, the Goyemor writes 
to the Colonial Secretary : — 

** The latest accounts from Cariboo confirm the 
former reports of its vast auriferous wealth. About 
1500 men are supposed to be congregated in those 
mines, and the number is continuallj augmented bj 
the arrival of fresh bodies of minera It will be a 
work of difficulty to keep them supplied with food, 
a service which now gives employment to about 
1200 transport horses and mules; and I am io. 
hopes that the large profits made in that business 
will lead to its extension. 

"To facilitate the transport to those mines I 
authorized a grant of 400^. to improve the river 
trail from Cayoosh to Williams' Lake ; and 400^ to 
open a trail from Quesnelle to Cariboo Lake, the 
charge, in both cases, to be defrayed out of the 
district revenues. 

'' The remoteness of the Cariboo mines, and the 
large assemblage of people there, have rendered it 
necessary to establish a gold escort for the convey- 
ance of treasure from Quesnelle to New Westminster; 
and more especially with the view of strengthening 
the hands of the magistrates in those distant 
localities by the periodical exhibition of a small 
militaiy force. This will put the colony to expense, 
but I conceive it is an indispensjible precaution that 
may prevent much future evil." 



117 



CHAPTER VI. 

Extracts from Redent Official Despatches — ^Further Extracts 
from the Local and Canadian Press and from Oorrespoodeoce 
— Extraota from the Timia Letter of March 25, 1862— Be- 

' marks on the Letter— -The Bishop of Columbia's Journal. 

We think that the following letter is of sufficient 
interest to be given at length :-— 

" Copy of Despatch from Governor Douglas, C.B., 
to his Grace the Duke of Newcastle, ELG. 

*' Victoria, Vancouver Island, September 16, 1861. 

"^Received Mvember 2, 1861.) 
" My Lord Duke, 

'' I have much satisfaction in reporting to jour 
Grace that the Colonj of British Columbia con- 
tinues in a tranquil and progressive state. 

*' The Gold Commissioner?^ in their last monthly 
reports, represent the continued exodus of the 
mining population from their respective districts 
towards the ' Cariboo ' country ; in speaking of 
which I have adopted the popular and more con- 
venient orthography of the word, though properly 
it should be written ' Caribcsu^' or rein-deer, the 
country having been so named from its being a 
favourite haunt of that species of the deer kind. 
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** The most extraordinary accounts of the wealth 
of that gold field are received by every succeeding 
steamer from British Columbia ; and those accounts 
are confirmed by letters from the merchants and 
traders of the district, and by fortunate adventurers 
who have realized, by a few weeks* labour, their 
thousands of dollars. It would in fact appear that 
Cariboo is at least equal, in point of auriferous 
wealth, to the best parts of California; and I 
believe the gold deposits of British Columbia will 
be found to be distributed over far more extensive 
space. 

*' Some idea may be formed of the large sums 
realized, from the fact that 195 ounces of gold were 
taken in one day out of a single mining claim ; while 
ordinary claims yield as much as forty or fifly 
dollars a-day to the man : but perhaps the most 
telling circumstance is the high price of labour, 
which has attained to the extraordinary sum of ten. 
dollars a-day ; and any number of men may find 
employment at that rate of pay. 

" The Cariboo gold district was discovered by a 
fine athletic young man of the name of McDonnell^ 
a native of the island of Cape Breton, of mixed 
French and Scotch descent^ combining in his per- 
sonal appearance and character the courage, activity, 
and remarkable powers of endurance of both raoe& 
His health has suffered from three years' constant 
exposure and privation, which induced him to re- 
pair, with his well-earned wealth, to this colony for 
medical assistance. 
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*' His verbal report to me is mteresting, and oon^ 
TejB the idea of an almost exhanstleas gold field, 
extending through the quarts and slate formationsi 
m a northerly direction from Cariboo Lake. 

" The following well-attested instances of soooen* 
fyH mining at Cariboo may prove interesting, and 
w;ill probably convey to Her Majesty's Government 
a more precise idea of the value and real character 
<|f this gold field than any mere generalizations^ and 
with that object in view^ I will lay the details, as 
received from the persons themselves, before your 
Grace. 

'^ John Mc Arthur and Thomas Phillips arrived 
here from Cariboo on the 17th of August last, with 
nine thousand (|9000) dollars' worth of gold dust 
in their possession, being the fruits of three monthi^ 
resid^ioe at the mines. They arrived there on the 
1st day of May, and left again on the 1st day of 
August, having pi'eviously sold their mining claim 
at a high price to other persons. Their last earn- 
ings for one day amounted to five hundred and 
twenty-five dollars ($525); and no single day's 
work yielded less than twenty-five dollars ($25). 
Both those persons have been mining in California^ 
and are acquainted with its resources, yet they give 
it as their opinion that Cariboo, as a 'generally 
paying' country, surpasses the best days of Cali- 
fornia. 

"Mr. Patterson and brother arrived at New 
Westminster by the steamer of the 14th instant, 
with ten thousand dollars' worth of gold dust, the 
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produce of five weeks* work at Cariboa I person- 
ally inspected their treasure, of which thej are* 
justly proud, being the well-earned reward of their 
skill and enterprise. Mr. Fatierson^s mining daim 
was on. the Lowhee, a tributary of Swift River, and, 
about sixteen miles distant from Antler Creek. The^ 
ground was composed of gravel and many quarts 
boulders, and the depth to the bed-rock was from 
four to six feet, beyond which he did not attempt 
to penetrate, though the richest deposit of gold was 
immediately over the bed-rock. The largest day'a. 
return from the claim was seventy-three ounces of 
gold, worth about twelve hundred dollars ($1200) ; 
on another occasion he received seventv ounces at 

m 

the close of a day's work. The. gold is in rougk 
jagged pieces, the largest found by Mr. Patterson 
was over six ounces ; but on the next claim to hii^ 
a piece of ten ounces was picked up by the lucky 
proprietor. Mr. Patterson .sold his mining claim 
before his departure from Oariboo, and is now re- 
turning to his native country, the United States, 
with the wealth he has so rapidly acquired m 
British Columbia, this being one of the evils to 
which the colony is exposed through the want of 
a fixed population. 

" I will not multiply these details, having said 
enough to show your Grace the opinion entertained 
by the public of the newly-discovered gold fields,: 
and of the probable influx of population from Gali* 
fomia and other countries which may be attracted 
by those discoveries. I need not assure your Qiaoa: 
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that erory precftution will, in that eyent, be taken 
to maintaiQ the peace, order, and good government 
of the country, and to increase its permanent popn* 
Itttion : but it is imposnble to repress a feeling of 
profound regret that so few of Her Majesty's British 
subjects have yet partidpated in the rich harvests 
iQi^ied in British Oolumbia, though there is certainly 
no country in the world that offers greater induce- 
ments to the labouring classes, or for the employ- 
ment of capital. The settler enjoys the peculiar 
advantage in British Columbia of an unfettered 
choice of the public domain ; and may, without 
expense or official delay, select any part of the 
colony he pleases, as his future home ; the ultimate 
price of land being in no case over four shillings 
8»d twopence an acre, payable by instalments, 
spread over several years. In ihct, the system of 
no country can offer greater inducements to the 
settler and miner than the land regulations and 
mining laws of British Columbia. 

*' The miners at Cariboo have, I am glad to inform 
your Grace, suffered no privation whatever from 
the want of food. Besides the large importations of 
bread-stufb and salt meat packed in from Lillooet 
and Lytton, large droves of cattle have been sent 
to Antler Creek, where the native grasses are nu- 
tritious and abundant ; and fresh beef is now selling 
by retail at la. ScL a pound. A mining town of 
some note has sprung into existence at Antler's 
Creek, and supplies of all kinds can be readily 
porohased. 
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**The travidler who is prepared to enoounter liumne 
in itB gaontest forms on bis arrival at Oariboo, is 
not a little astonished to find himself in the midst 
of luxury, sitting down every morning to fresh milk 
and eggs for hretikiuBt, and to as good a dinner as 
can be seen in Yiotoriab 

'^The great commercial thorougbfiures, leading 
into the interior of the oountry, from Hope, Yal% 
and DoaglaSy are in rapid progress, and now exeKaso 
a most beneficial eflfect on the internal commerce a£ 
the colony. I have many other productive publia 
worksi indispensable for. the development of tba 
colony, in view, but I cannot undertake their 
execution until I am made acquainted with your 
Grace's decision about the proposed loan of money 
for British Columbia. 

'' I have, &Q, 
<< (Signed) James Douqlas. 

'' His Gxaoe the Duke of Newcastle, SLG. 

Again, under date of October 24, 1861, the Go- 
vernor says :— 

'' Accounts from Cariboo are more than ever 
satisfrotory ; and the numbers of returning minecs 
with their rapidly acquired stores of gold, and the 
extraordioary fact, unusual, I believe, in geld 
countries, that they have been all eminently suc- 
cessful, offer the strongest confirmation of the almost 
fieJiulous wealth of that gold-field. I have nol^ 
indeed, up to the present time, met with a aiaigle 
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tt u fari u nate miner from that quarter. Of ihoee 
irhom I had ocoasion to interrogate daring mj 
recent viidt to British Ooiumbia, I asoertsined that 
none who held mining claims had lees than 2000, 
and tiiat others had deared as mn^ as f 10,000 
daring their summer's sojourn at the mines. It 
ttaf thereforo be fairly assumed that their indi- 
fidaal earnings range at some point between those 
figvres. I should, however, apprize your Ghraoe 
that the large strikes of the season, such as Jourdan 
and Abbott claim on Lowhee Greek, and Ned 
Chunpbell's claim on Lightning Greek, the latter said 
to have produced 900 ounces of gold in one day, 
are not included in this categoiy, as I have had no, 
opportunity of seeing the owners of these claims, 
who aro still in the upper oountiy; but I will 
inquiro into and roport upon these special oases 
hereafter." 

Our readers will probably not object to have a 
few extracts fromJMr. DougWs travelling note- 
book for 1861 :— . 

** Laurent Bijou, a native of Franoe, left Oariboo 
on the 1st day of August, He resided about one 
month at the mines, and has acquired f4500 
worth of gold dust ;— says be has not been so fortu- 
nate as many others, who are making as much as 
$1000 a day. He has mined in Galifomia, but 
never saw a gold field so rich as Gariboo." 

** Joseph Paterson and brother, natives of Maine, 
United States of America, have been mining at 
Keithley's Greek, and left it about the 10th of Sep- 
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tember. They have cleared the sum of $6000 
between them, or $3000 each, in gold dust, 
which they cany about* with them on their per- 
sons. They report that as a general thing thd 
miners are making from two to three ounces a day. 
They are well acquainted with Jourdan and Abbott's 
claim, and have often seen them weighing out» at 
the close of their day*s work; the yield on one 
occasion was within a fe^^ grains of 195 ounces, 
the number of working hands being at the time 
four in all. That was their largest day's return ; 
but 80, 90, and 100 ounces a day were ordinary- 
returns." 

" Eichard Willoughby, a native of England, dts< 
covered a mining claim on Lowhee Creek, and began 
to work it on the 27th of July last ; he continued 
mining with from four to seven hired men till the 
8th of September, when he sold the claim to an- 
other person, and returned safely to Yale, where he 
now resides, with the sum of 12,000 dollars in gold 
dust. His largest day's returji was 84 ounces, and 
the entire amount of gold taken, during his tetiure, 
from the claim, amounted to 3037 ounces, valued 
at 48,600 dollars, and his own share to the sum of 
12,000 dollars. His last week's work netted 2032 
dollars, and for two weeks previously he cleared 
1000 dollars a week for each working hand on the 
claim ; and what is extraordinary is the fact that 
all this wealth was found immediately at or within 
four feet of the surface, the extreme of Mr. Wil- 
loughby's sinkings. At that depth he encountered 
the bed rock, composed of soft blue slate, yielding 
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readily to the pick. He also mentions the discovery 
of a highly auriferous quartz reef; and he gave me 
a specimen of galena, containing, as per assay, 67 
per cent of lead, and 37 ounces of silver to the ton. 
Ha also mentioned several rich veins of silver ore 
which he saw at Cariboo ; but the inferior metals 
attract scarcely any attention in countries where 
gold is easily acquired." 

''Mr. Hodge, an American settled near Yale, 
held a mining claim on Lowheo Creek for about six 
weeks, and lately returned to Yale with a sum ex- 
ceeding $2100. His reports corroborate and con- 
firm in all respects the statements^ of Richard 
Willoughby." 

" Thomas Brown, an American citizen, claims the 
honour of having discovered and taken up the first 
mining claim on Williams' Creek, just one claim 
below the Jourdan and Abbott claim. Mr. Brown 
has been fortunate, and has a heavy pouch of gold, 
but I did not ascertain its money value. He says 
that ' Ned Campbell,' a friend of his, with a com- 
pany of ten other miners, selected and recorded 
a claim on a newly discovered stream, called Light- 
ning Creek, a tributary of Swift Hi ver, which yielded 
about two ounces of gold to the panful of earth ; 
and that a raport had reached Quesnelle previous 
to his departure, that the company, almost as soon 
as they began to work, had realized 1 100 ounces in 
one day ; and he places the greatest confidence in 
that report. Mr. Browns statements on all other 
points respecting Cariboo corroborate the state- 
ments of Mr, Willoughby." 
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We do not know that we can render a better 
service to onr i*eaders, who desire practical and 
trustworthy informatioD, than hy giving a few moiie 
extracts from the local press. In reference to the 
vital question of prices, the Victoria (Y. I.) Coloniai 
of the 21st January hist, says : — 

" Little business worth anything has been tran^ 
acted here for three weeks past Goods of every 
description are held at very high figures, but 
the sales made are extremely light. The Kew 
Westminster, market is reported bare of flour, pota- 
toes, and beef. Here there is an abundant supply 
of flour to meet the present very limited demand, 
at (S 50 and $9 for extra brands, and $7 ^0 to $8 
for superfine. Three thousand barrels of California 
mills are on the way to this market. New beans 
are in good supply at 6 and 7 cents per pound. Po- 
tatoes meet^with a steady sale at 1^ cents by whole- 
sale, and 2^ and 3 cents retail Sugar of eveiy 
grade iff high, and tea and cofifee are away up in the 
clouds, on account of the War Tariff on both 
articles. A heavy sale of Sandwich Island sugar 
took place yesterday on private terms. Adaman- 
tine caudles are wholesaled at 30 cents per pound, 
and the Hudson Bay Company hold Oregon bacon 
at 17 and 18 cents. There is stored in town a 
small quantity of British Columbia freight awaiting 
transit^ and we learn that the schooner Explor&r 
will start for Fzazer River to-day with freight and 
passengers." 

Annexed is a " List of Goods shipped from San 
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Enwciaco to Victoria (Y. L) aad British Oolumbia 



AbBlnthe^ 08 72 

.^ricuUuiBl iiiipleiiMntSy 

pes S2 

Alcohol, bbls. • . . 136 

do. OS. ... , 172 

Aucthon, BO. • . • • 66 

Bw»D, hhda. .... 225 

, do. cs 447 

da pkgs 554 

Barley, t>agB . . . 16,987 
Beui8,bag8 . . • 11,065 
Baef^bbls., . . . . 9d 

.do. 09. 21 

Beer, oaks 858 

do. kegs .... 11 

do. cs. 101 

BitterB,.c8. 122 

Boilers, no. . • • . 2 
Boota and shoes, pkg8.^1821 

, • 3 
1088 

287^206 
. 181 
. 1 



Buckwheat, bags 
Butter, firkins 
BoiUiing 

liomber, feet 
do. pos. 

BUnds, bdl. 



Boors, hdls. and no. . 748 



Sash, bdls. and no 
Pickets, bdl. 
Bran, bags 
'Brandy, hhds. 
do. i pipes 
dou i pipes 
do. octaves 
do. cs. . 
Bread, bbls. . 
da cs. . • 



. 360 
. 1 
2478 
. 13 
. 3 
• 27 
. 442 
. 45 
. 477 
. 767 



Bread, pkgs. • 
Bricks, M. 
Brooms, doz. • 
Camphene, cs. 
Candles, bxs. . 
Carts, no. . • 
Cement, bUs. 
Cider, bbls. 

do. cs. . . 
Cigars, cs. • 
Coal, csks.. . 
Copper, cs. 
Com, sks. . . 
Com meal, puns, 
do. bbls. 
do. sks. 
Coffee, bags • 
do. cs. . • 
Cordage, coils, 
do. pkgs. 
Cheese, bxs. • 
do. pkgs. 
China goods, pks* 
Chocolate, cs. 
Clothing, pkgs. 
Clocks, pkgs. . 
Crodury, osks. 
do. pkgs. 
Drugs, pkgs. . 
Dry goods, pkgs. 
Faney goods, pkgs. 
Fire crackers, bxs. 
Fish, drums . . 

dc. bbls. • . 

do. kits. . . 

do. bxs.. . . 



. 473 
. 203 
. 179 
. 857 
2920 

6 
. 148 
. 139 
. 491 
, 157 

4 
. 2 
. 98 

4 
. 40 
. 381 
. 544 
. 360 
. 251 
. 95 
. 95 
. 118 
1613 
. 26 
. 666 

3 

. 35 

. 904 
1683 
4 
. 450 
. 19 
. 6 
. 140 
. 28 
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Flour, bbli. . 
do. hf. ska. 
do. qr. sks. 



Fniity green and dried, 

bblB. 145 

do. bzfl. do. . 481 

do. pkgs. do. . 64 

Fumiture, pks. . . 1135 

Gin, pipes and pons. • 57 

do. bbis 9 

do. kegs 2 

do. cs 248 

Glass, bxs 168 

Glassware, pkgs. . . 131 
Groceries, pkgs. . . 2567 

GuDS, cs 4 

Gunnies, bdts. . . • 104 

do. bales ... 48 

Hams, casks .... 15 

do. bbls. .... 260 

do. pkgs 33 

Hardware, pkgs. . 2250 
Hay, bales . . . 291L 
Hollow- ware, pkgs. . . 10 
do. pes. . • 56 
Hops, cs. and bales • . 23 
Iron pipe, pes. . . . 200 

Lard,' bbls 6 

do. cs 897 

LeAther, rolls .... 21 
Lead, white, kegs . .172 

Lime, bbls 423 

Liqueurs, cs 104 

Liquors, unspecified, oc- 
taves. ..... 59 

do. bbls. 71 



2654 

4620 

89,761 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



do. 
do. 



kegs. 250 



cs. 



400 



do. pkgs. 248 



Maocaroni, bxs. • • . 138 
Machinery, pes. and pkgs. 393 

. 386 
. 108 
. 62 
1017 
. 600 
. 409 



Malt, sks. . . . 
Matehes, cs. . . 
Matting, rolls 
Merchandise, pkgs. 
Metals;, bars . . 

do. C8. and bdls. 
Molasses and syn^^ 
bUs. . . . 
do. kegs 
do. CS. 
Nails, kegs . 
Nuts, pkgs. . 
Oats, bags. . 
Oakum, bales . 
Oars, no. . . 

do. pkgs. . 
Oil, bbls. . . 

do. CS. . . 

do. pkgs. . . 
Paints, pkgs. . 
Paper, pkgs. . 
Pianos, no. • 



IS 

1252 

153 

751 

87 

1416 

96 

442 

38 

65 

176 

31 

937 

97 

7 

Pickles, presenres, &c. 1484 
do. kegs .... 350 
do. pkgs. ... 29 

Pipes, cs 95 

Pitch, bbls 88 

Plaster, bbls 90 

Pork, bbU 816 

Potatoes, bags . . . 394 
Powder, kegs «... 34 
do. bxs. ... 23 
Printing materials, pkgs. 7 
Provisions, unspecifiecl, 

pkgs 174 

Pumps, no 11 

Pare spirits, pipes . . 12 
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bxs 



Tvace spirits, bbls. . . 9 
QmckflilTcr, flasks . .19 
Kice, mats . . . 10,209 

'do. csks 36 

Rum, pons. .... 23 

do. bbls 45 

do. k^ 1 

Saddlery, pkgs. . . .139 
Safes, iron, no. ... 17 

Salt, sks 518 

do. bbls 14 

do. bxs 44 

Sardines, cs 101 

Sftw mills, no. ... 2 
Ship cbandlety, pkgs. . 255 
Sbot, bags .... 19 
do. kegs ..... 9 
Soap, bxs. .... 5095 

Spices, 08 489 

do. pkgs 50 

Spirits, turpentine^ cs. . 13 
Starch, bxs, .... 112 
Stationery, pkgs. . .169 

Steel, pkgs 239 

Stoves, no. and pkgs. . 816 
Sugar, mats . . . 2132 

do. bbls 465 

do. bxs. and cs. . • 848 



ArraDgements Lave been made by whicb, since 
tlu» 1st of March last, two steamers will run from 
Ban Francisco direct to Victoria in aid of the emi- 
gration movement. 

Large numbers of mules have been imported 
fvom Sonora, to be employed in the transportation 
of provisions and other necessaries to the diggings 

K 



Sugar, pkga. . 
Tar, bbls. . . 
Teas, pkgs.^ . 
Tin, plate, bxs. 
Tin ware, pkgs. 
Tobaoco, bales 

do. cs. and 
Tools, pkgs. . 
Trunks, no. . 
Tubs, nests 
Twine, pkgs. . 
Vinegar, bbls. 

do. kegs 

Waggons, no. 

Wheat, bags . 

Whisky, puns, 
do. cs. . 

do. bbls. . 

do. kegs . 
Wine, pipes . 

do. csks. . 

do. bbls. 

do. kegs 

do. cs. . . 

do. bskts. . 
Yeast powders, cs 
Zinc, rolls . . . 



. 56 
2 

. 802 
. 180 
. 12 

7 
. 855 
. 10 
. 79 
. 3S 
. 7 
. 82 
. 81 

3 

. 177 
. 39 
. 28« 

. 136 

. SI 

8 

. 187 
. 32 
, 32 
1258 
, 242 
. 128 
17 
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«B soon as ibe spring opens. The Colamst for 'Deomk' 
ber, 1861y nys :-r- 

'' Every one expects a large immigration. We les^ 
'pect the living tide to oommenoe flowing in. tb6 
eonne of a month or six weeks — by the first ^ 
March at the utmost The ebb in the immigcatiw 
we expect will take i^aoe not earlier than ihe 
middle of Augost next The nomber expeetod: m 
Tariously estimated from 5000, the lowest, to i>0»QQO 
or 60,000, the highest The only thing that can be 
done is to prepare. In preparing^ then, to give tiam 
advsntnrersa hearty welcome, and turn their enter* 
prise, labour, and capital to a proiitable acoaoiit^ 
there are duties to be performed that deyolve on tka 
Gk>yemment as well as on the people. If Goveni!* 
ment wiU put forth its energies in time, and da its 
work, industry and trade will fully do their parl^ 
If Government will build a wagon zoad«-H^t it 
imi, bridge the creeksi shave down the bluff edges 
of ravines, and render the miryj^aces passable — yr^ 
may have wagons by the 1st of July runniQg up 
as high as the mouth of Qnesnelle Biver from LU^ 
looet Pack-trains would then only be required t^ 
cany provisioDS and passengers from the main tnmk 
to the different mining loealities. Ox-traans — tweqif 
or fifty wagons in a company, as they go to Ne^ 
Mexico or Utah— could cany all the merchandise 
into the interior, and carry it hx cheaper than mui» 
OF horse-wagons to the head of the wagon travd* 
They would be slower, but not the less sura Bat 
' e use of ox-trains depends on a passable wagcm 
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road, and the ooostraction of the -waggon roads 
depends on the Government. If Govemmegtit does 
not construct the road, the division of the carrying 
indnslry into ox-trains and pack-trains is not likely 
te take place earlj enongh this year to be of much 
•oeoimt." 

A December (1861) number of the Yictoria Frem 
vepovts the discoTerj of copper in the Gowichan dia> 
tt4et>— 

^ Messrs. Gharles Smith and G. B. Toung returned 
ys ete r da y, after an absence of six days, from Qoi^ 
^tmok District^ whither they had g<»ie on a prospeet* 
ing tocrr for copper. They return entirely successfoli 
iMving struck a lode of rich copper near the water's 
edge of Sansnm Ghannel, and bring with them 
about 1500 pounds of ore, whidi is pronouneed to 
be very rich by judges. The lode is abont two feet 
ifai^fe, and was traced to a distance of half a mila 
ft was discovered by Mr. Smith abont a year since^ 
and himself and Mr. Toong have now pre-empted it." 
• That the whole of this r^on possesses immense 
mineral wealth there cannot be any hesitation in 
believing. The richness of the new Nova Scotia 
gold fields^ and the discovery of gold in the Stickeen 
Bitter which, by the treaty of 1825 between Great 
Ifoitain and Rnsm, is thrown open to the former 
Power, tend to increase the absorbing interest now 
manifested by the imdnstrial eksses both in Eng* 
land and elsewhere in this part of the world. 
Reepeoting the ttozifomis deposits in Nova Sootw» 
we beg to rcfar ear readers to the Time^ oi FelK 

k2 
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21, 1662. On the subject of the '*Stiokeen gold,*^ 
a Oftnadian paper of recent date has the following : — ^ 
"Mr. Choqaette brings about $40 worth of 
Stickeen gold dust, which he dug himself, from tbe 
river bar^ The dust is of the class denominated 
€ne, although a portion of it is in small scales. The 
pfospecter left here in May last for the Stiokeen 
Hirer, in an Indian canoe, and reached there in 
June. The river has three mouths, and is a much 
larger stream than the Frazer. For 40 miles from 
tlft coast, along the river backs, snow-clad and pre* 
cipitous mountains rear their heads, and the couiijtrj 
presents a very uDinviting aspect. The general 
characteristics are similar to the Frazer — ^with ooQa^ 
sioual sloughs and island, but no rapids. After the 
first 40 miles are accomplished, the open countiy 
commences and the mountains recede from the 
banks and become less precipitous. Fine grar^l 
benches, covered with tall grass, and extensive ban 
are seen. Light-draught boats could ascend a dis- 
tance of 75 miles, after which small boats must be 
used for 30 or 40 miles, when a caman, twelve miles 
long (the only one on the river), occurs. Here the 
prairie land commences. This prairie land is coveiMl 
with fine grass, and is intersected by Indian traalli. 
Game of every kind is abundant. The climate is 
delightful — only one rainy day having occurred in 
five weeks ; and up to the 1st of October thete 
were no signs of frost. A good trail, which the 
Indians say leads to F(»t Alexandria, on the Fraxer 
Biver, exists on the Northern shore of the river. 
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Over thia trail they claim that they can make a trip 
to Eraser River in a few days. Our informant 
made « very imperfect rocker with a knife and 
some Indian toola^ and started to work on a htec 
about 100 miles from the river's mouth ; but find* 
ing th^ results not so favourable as he had hoped^ 
BOQioved to a bar some miles higher up, where he 
made the first day $5 50 ; second day» $10 ; third 
di^, $11 ; fourth day, |12 ; and on the last day, 
^13. A great deal of the gold, being fine, was los^ 
owing to the poor rocker used. At the close of Ihe 
fourth day, Mr. Choquette*s wife (a Stickeen woman) 
was taken violently ill, and he accordingly placed 
hfft in a canoe and came down the stream. The 
Indians, although threatening, conunitted no depi» 
dations upon the property of the prospecter, owing, 
no clonbt, to his alliance with their countrywoman. 
The higher Mr. 0. ascended the river, the coai:ser 
the gold became. Several small streams making 
into the Stickeen River from the North and South, 
were prospected, but the results wore not satiafiMV 
toty. Four Indians, who worked in company wiih 
the prospecter, made as high as $9 a day to the hand. 
•Mr. €%toquette. says ^he found gold on the Naaa 
lUvcfr two years ago,, and that on several other 
livers making into the ocean between the Naas and 
Stickedn, he got good prospects. He has mined in 
Galifcmua, and was a '58 pioneer on the Fraaser, 
and declares that he never saw a more fitvourable- 
looking country for minerals than that bordering 
m the Stickeen. So confident is he of finding great 



1S4 BBinSH OOLtTMBIA. 

diggingB that he will retoniL as soon as he can pro* 
cure an outfit and a conveyance. Mr. Ohoqaeita 
seems a Terj straightforward man, and his veraoilT' 
is Touched for hj persons to whom he is well 
known.* 

The following testimony is singularly anaaiM 
mens : — 

The Victoria Dailff Press of October IS, l«61y 
says:— 

^ The accumulation of the startling but Teritible 
fiiels whi<^ oome one after another, each growmg^ 
greater than its predecessor, by every steamar itom 
the Frazer, is really an excuse for the mania whiok 
at present pervades all classes of society in Victoria. 
To say that our population have gone mad mi^^t 
be using an expression rather exaggerated^ but to 
state that almost every person in the commnni^ 
is deeply infected with the gold fever and dedaivs 
his intention at all hazards of leaving for OaziboQ 
in the ^ring, is simply recording a &ct which mesfts 
one's ear in every house and every street. It is no 
wonder that Jones gets excited when his friend 
Smith who, not five months ago, had not $200 in 
the world he could call his own, oomes down fnoni 
Cbcriboo heavily laden with $20,000 or $30,000/ in 
gold. Were these isolated cases the delirina might 
be confined to a small circle, but there is by no 
means a limited supply of such lucky miners. * Visr 
toria will be in another week literally inundated 
witii snooessfol Caribooites. Never in the histoci' 
of gdd-mining have ihete been such fiibulons sums 
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amawwwl in so incpediUy ahort a gpaee of tuna. Bat 
ft .few months ago and the whole coUeetivo miners 
m British Cdamhia did not possess as large a sum 
aa tibat which amved by the last trip of the OUer^ 
yet since the spring |2,000,000 have actually been 
iakan oat of the few creeks that have been woriced 
in the CSariboa When we consider the smallneas 
of tfce number of metii — fifteen hundred — ^the short- 
ness of the season, and the thousand and one draw- 
iMMtfa which miners experience in the heart of a 
e osiufa r y so new to civilised man, and so £ur from the 
aoa ooasty we can only come to the universal oondu- 
abm that British Ck)lumbia admits of no comparison 
lA tiie world as a gold-producing country. From a 
Mker received by a gentleman in town yesterday 
morning by Mbjov Downie, we have the statement 
of this experienced and inde&tigable miner to the 
effect that the richest portions of California in its 
mo0t palmy days are as nothing oompazed with 
whst he has seen since he left Victoria for the 
Oariboa'' 

The BriHah GoUndd^ of the 22nd October,BayB :~ 
^^ Nothing is talked of now-srdays but the Cariboo 
nanes. When the excitement following the dis» 
eovery <^ gold en Fraser's River was at its highest 
in California, in 1858, it was not a more oniversal 
topic of conversation than Cariboo is here at the 
pivsent time. Were we to believe what we hear, 
we would conclude that everybody will go 'to 
CSariboo in the spring.' The bibulous accounts of 

almost bewilder people. Aoeus* 
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tomed to think eight dollar and twenty dollar dig- 
gings exceedingly rich, it is difficult to realise 
the flEu^t that men who left the shoe-bench, or the 
hoe, or the jack plane, and went to Cariboo last 
spring, should, ailer two or three months' laboisr 
with pick and shovel, living on bacon and bean% 
return with three, five, ten, twenty, and thirty 
thousand dollars each. It is hardly believable ev«a 
by those who are accustomed to 'lucky strikes' 
and rich gold fields. Yet it is, nevertheless, true* 
It is well authenticated. The best possible evidesue^ 
is given by the lucky miners themselves, by the sis^ 
of their bags of gold dust and the nuggets they earry 
in their pockets as boys carry marbles. Ko wonder, 
then, that the only topic of conversation is Cariboo^ 
or that the universal destination of every one who 
can by any possibility get away should be 'for 
Cariboo in the spring.' " 

A voice from Lilloet gives similar evidence : — 
" The news from the Cariboo mines is very enoau* 
raging ; miners are reported to be on the way down^ 
some with $15,000, others with piles that I think 
are too good to be reliable, but on the whoje the 
people of British Columbia may flatter themselves 
that they have the richest gold mines at present 
existing on the face of the globe. 

'^ Since I wrote the above several miners have 
arrived from Cariboo, bringing the most exciting 
news as to the richness of the mines. One man 
that wintered last winter at Lilloet brings dowQt 
$15^000 ; he made shingles last winter for a livings 
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There is sot only a few who have made big strikesy 
but many have made a handsome fortune, and those 
that have not been fortunate are in good spiritii and 
ia*e certain of big strikes next summer. Five hun* 
and miners are expected'down in a week or two, 
so WI& may expect lively times for a spell.*' 
* A correspondent of the Christian Ghiordian 
Bays:— 

^ The bags of dust which are now coming down 
confound and strike dumb every person who has 
dared to call Frazer's Biver gold mines a humbug. 
If I had time and space- 1 would fill sheets with the 
jfeports of lucky ones. I could give you a long list 
oi those who went up last spring with hardly 
enough to pay their expenses to Cariboo, and are 
now returning with from $5000 to $20,000 each. 
Some intelligent persons who have seen California 
in its best days have lately made tours of obsei*va- 
tion in our mines, and they declare that Cariboo 
surpasses California (so &r as prospected) in its 
palmiest days. 

** It is matter also of great satisfaction, now when 
the exceeding richness and vastness of our mines 
are being proved beyond controversy, that the ex- 
cellence of our climate and agricultural resources 
could develope themselves. The recent explorations 
of Colonel Moody and others establish the &ct that 
between the Cascade and Bocky Mountains, and 
not far from the West Mines, there are millions of 
acres of prairie and woodland highly suitable for 
farming and grazing purposes. Several who com- 
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menced gardening tiro yean ago hxre deared from 
f5000 to $ld,OGO. A great many will go o«t gaf- 
dening, Ae., in the upper country, next qning:- 
We ate preparing to send sncli reports and speet* 
mens to tlie <World*B Fair* of 1862, as will not 
£ul to remove some of the cloads and fogs that have" 
hung over the prospects of this coloi^. When Ae* 
truth, as it now presents itself to ns, is lifted «p to 
the eyes of the nations, it wiU completely eclipse Hie 
most hopeful and flattering passages that I have ever 
written from this country. I have always wiitto fl i 
very cautiously, and now I am afraid to write the 
whole truth, lest my readers would not receive if 

The accompanying tahle, taken from the Ota^kms- 
Farmer, shews the relative fineness of the dust 
assayed hy Mr. Agrell, of Portland : — 

IlneneM. Vftlne pear ox. 

JFiawr River .^830 to 850— 117 15-75 to $17 15-11 

Ehodes* Creek. ..800 to 836— $16 53-75 to $17 15-75 

Nez Perces 770 to 800— $15 91-78 to $16 5375 

Bock Credc 810 to 840— $16 74*43 to $17 36*48 

Cariboo... 815 to 830— $16 84*75 to $17 15-75 

Colrille 770 to 809— $15 91*78 to $16 72*35 

South Fork 829 to 880— $16 95*69 to $17 15*75 

The annexed extracts are from the letter for- 
warded to head-quarters by the Times correspondent^ 
and published in that journal on the 25th March, 
1862 :— 

Victoria, Vancouver Island, Jan. 20, 1862.* 
Beginning with Yrazer River, the main artery of 

* See on this letter and the leader which appeared in the 
same number of the TimeSf a sensible article in the Examiner 
for ICarch 29, 1862. 
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Um BxaniogGOBteguxtk, I may state tiiat gold b known 
to ezistaQd has been vorked at a great many fdaoes 
in the river and on its banks fi*om a point about forty- 
five miles from the nK>uth of the river np to near its 
SDoroB in the Ilodiy Moantains; in other words, 
&om ihe 49th np to the d3rd parallel of north lati- 
tude^ a distanee (taking in the windings) of some 
800 miles. The south branch of the Fraaer has its 
aonroes near Mount Brown in the Bocky Moun- 
tains, in about 5S° north latitude, US'" 40^ west 
longitude. Thenee this branch flows for 290 miles 
to fort Creorge, a post of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany. The north branch rises in an opposite 
direotion. It receives its supply from a series of 
lakes lying between Si"* and d5^ of north latitude, 
longitude about 124° 50^ west, and runs a course of 
260 miles to its junction with the south branch, 
some miles below the 54th parallel of north latitude. 
Here the union of the two branches forms the 
Fraser Biver proper. Adding the north branch, 
which is also a gold-bearing stream, and which was 
*^ worked " last season, to the other arm, the two will 
give us a continuous stretch of auriferous riverain 
territory upwards of 1000 miles in length, extend- 
ing for many miles back into the country on both 
sides, but not including the tributary rivers which 
ML into the Frazer. In short, the river itself is now 
known to be auriferous, and to pass through a gold- 
bearing countiry throughout its whole course. Gold 
ia also found in most of the tributaries of the Frazer, 
of which no less than 59 are known. The great 
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length of the main riyer and the number of its 
tribataries will give some idea of the aariferoos 
resources of the country. 

Besides the gold found in the beds and on the 
shores of these streams^ the Frazer itself and many 
of its tributaries are skirted or bordered by terraces, 
all of which yield gold also. These terraces, or 
** benches,** as the miners call them, run at intervals, 
along both sides of the rivers for miles in length ; 
and they recede where the mountains retire, for 
distances back into the valleys, vaiying from a f0# 
acres to a few miles in breadth. They are objects 
o£ curiosity and speculation, and add much to the 
beauty of the rude scenes in which they occur, from 
the regularity and evenness of their structure. They 
generally occur on both sides of the river (opposite 
to each other), at the same place, sometimes at the 
same elevations on both sides, sometimes at different 
elevations, high on this and low on the other side 
of the river ; and in some places they are multiplied 
into several successive level parallel plateaux, rising 
one above the other as they recede from the bank. 
These terraces are composed of the ordinary alluvial 
deposits — ^loam, gravel, stones, sand, and boulders ; 
and they are thick masses rising generally to a 
height of 150 to 200 feet. 

This geological formation occurs more frequently 
on the Frazer than on the other rivers. The ter- 
races are also larger on the main river, in some 
oases assuming the proportions of hills, all with 
*^gular and ' perpendicular faces. Their formation 



r 
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is perhaps due to the fkct that the valleys between 
the mountainB were at one period filled up, or per^ 
haps formed lakes. Each " bench " may mark sue- 
oeasive periods of drainage or subsidence of the 
water ; and their present elevation above the rivers 
may bo due to their having been cut away by' the 
irapid-ilowing streams. The tumultuous and 8wif1>- 
flowing Frazer would soon cut a bed for itself (as it 
has done) down to the rock. 

The terraces contain vast deposits of gold ; and 

to be worked to advantage the "bench diggings" 

must command a stream of water sup;died from a 

source higher than their own surfaces, so as to give 

a fall to enable the miner to apply the water to the 

face of the " bench " by a hose. The force of the 

stream is duo to the height of the fall. A good 

strong stream playiug upon the face of the hill will 

disintegrate a great quantity of " pay dirt " in a 

short time. The floating rubbish, or "dirt," is 

caught in a long sluice at the base, provided with 

« riJQ&es" on the bottom, and spread with quicksilver 

to catch the gold. This mode of mining is called 

by the miners ** hydraulic mining." Sueh is the 

wealth of Cariboo that no quicksilver was used, for 

the miner could afford to lose all the "fine dust" 

and to be satisfied with the *^ lumps/* 

It happens, fortunately, that Frazer Eitcr and 
most of its tributaries supply water in abundanco 
at an elevation which affords the necessarv fall, 
from the elevated and broken character of tho 
country ; while the;^e are inexhaustible supplies in 
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tbe numeroQs lakes dispersed all over the upper 
district. Timber for the erection of '' flames" is 
also abundant* everywhere. 

Tlie canal system of Irtish Gohimfam win be 
compOkratiYely inexpensire frcHn the abnndaace of 
water and its ^digibility, encoaraging ftcts to the 
miner, becanae the small outlay of capital reqnired 
will keep his *' water dues*' low. 

A good deal of capital has been already invested 
profitably in ^ water ditches,? or canals for the sup- 
ply of the miners on the Fraaer, by old miners wii« 
had saved money and by persons nneonnected with 
mining. This interest will in time become a good 
subject for the investment of English capital, as the 
mining population increases. 

In British OolumbiSy property is fully p rotecte d 
by law, and its legitimate profits are secured to the 
eapitalist who has invested his money in canab net 
more by the operation of the Gold Fields Act than 
by the existence of a healthy public sentioMSitk 
On the one hand, while the capitalist is allowed to 
realize a handsome return from his charges for the 
supply of water, the miner is, on the other hand, 
protected from extortion. Diflerenoes do arise, but 
they are always settled in a rational and peaoeabld 
way, either by appeal to the Gold Commissioner of 
the district, who has the power to take cognixauoe 
of such cases, or to the judge of the colony, who 
acts judicially. * 

Whenever the "bench diggings" have been 
' worked" they have paid welL They have 
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neglected for the greater attractio&fi of the " {dacer 
digging?,'' where the gold is found nearer the sur- 
&ce and with leas labour. But I consider this 
«)b£B of diggings of great prospective value. They 
'will give employment to two interests— capital and 
lalH>ur. They are generally situated within easy 
ceaeb of suppUea They are more accessible to all 
the influences of civilization than mote interior 
localities. They are in the neighbourhood of some 
good land, which will enable the labourer to alter- 
nate his time between mining and husbandry, and 
where he can make his home — ^the great want which 
tjie mines generally do not supply. 
. Although now neglected, the " benches " will be 
appreciated and come into play when the efflores- 
cence of gold near the surface shall have been ex- 
hausted. When this happens they will supply wealth 
and a profitable living to a mixed population of 
miaera, ditch-owner^ traders^ and labourers^ and 
that jfor a long jieriod of tioie, of which no one can 
compute the numbers of the one nor the duration 
of the other. 

The r^K>rts of the mining this season on the 
I^razer in the sgtuoe between Fort Hope and Fort 
Qeorge, a distance of about S70 miles, give the 
daily individual earnings at all sums between f3 
and 1 15. Yety little has as yet been done between 
these two points, and very little will be done so 
lonf as the attractions of |100 to $1000 a-day con- 
tinue elsewhere. I will now carry you to other 
mining localxties. 
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The Similkameen mines yielded last season $16 
to $17 a-day to the hand 'occasionally. A party of 
three ■ men took $240 in three days* work from 
" sluice diggings ;*' and the " rocker," used in ^ w^ 
diggings,'' yielded $4, $d, and up to $8 a-day to thd 
hand. Number of miners 200, of whom 150 werfr 
Chinese. A wagon road for 25 miles from Hop^^ 
and a bridle road of 15 miles in continuation, «p*' 
proach this district. 

Si^ty miles further to the southward comes Oka- 
nagan. The average yield here was only $4 a*day^ 
and the miners were few — some 26 men, some of 
whom divided their time between mining and hu0^ . 
bandry. Okanagan Lake, a beautiful sheet of watery 
in a rich pastoral district, is from 80 to 100 mfles^ 
long, and 8 to 10 miles wide, deep, and well soited ■ 
to navigation. There is a small population in thft 
valley, chiefly French Canadians, and a Catholia 
mission. There are two small lakes tributary to 
the great lake, and nineteen streams fall into tiia > 
latter^ of which seven yield gold. 

In the same general direction, and distant from ■ 
Fort Hope 150 miles, is Hock Creek, dose to the 
American frontier (lat. 49*" north), and 60 milea* 
west of the Columfbia River. The longitude of 
Hock Creek is 119^ west. This place acquired 
a temporary reputation in 1860 for the richness of 
its mines, when a considerable population flocked to * 
it and extemporized a town. In 1861 most oftthe 
miners were seduced away by the superior attrao- ^ 
tions of Cariboo^ the latest and richest Eldorado 
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yet disooyered, bo that only 30 white men and 225 
Cbinamen remained. 

A party of three white men saved in the eeaaon 
flSyOOO that I know of^ after paying ezpeoflea; 
|100 a-day to the hand was sometiadeB made.. The 
aiveragp eaniin(p9 are retomed at |7 a*day per man. 
There aie both '^ bench" and '^ wet" diggings^ and 
both are productiye and eztensiy& The place ia' 
now abandoned. 

There being no more mining localitieB of any note 
on the southern frontier, we will proceed to the 
northward and westward for about 120 miles; 
paonng on the way several anriferoua streams flow- 
ing aouthwardy and in &ct, in every direction^ as 
wdl as a pastoral and agricultural country of great 
eiBtent^ without comment for the present, and gei 
into the heart of the Thompson River countiy, as 
eatahMshed by the Hudson Bay Company in their 
nomenclature of local divisions of the '' Indian 
Oonntry." 

If you could &nqy yourself on tho banks of the 
Thom])son yon would find it a laige, swift-flowing 
river, rolling with oonaiderable impetuosity between 
high rocky banks. Near its mouth it is too full, 
too rapid, and too rocky for mining. Its source is 
not in the mountains^ but comes from the overflow 
of a series of lakes dispersed over a large extent of 
the central portion of the country which lies to the 
«»tftward of the Eraser, and stretches over more 
than two degrees of latitude and as many of longi* 
tudo. It faUs into the Frazer, after running a very 

L 
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tortnoiM oouTse of periiape a hnncbed miks, flt 
the small town of Lytton, a miiiiiig and trading 
hamlet on the focka ef the two rivers, 75 miles 
(above) north and a little to the west of f ost 
Hope. 

Several streams flow into the ThompBon**-4he 
Kicaomeen and the Nioola on its left or east bank. 
We are now in what ma7 emphatioally be called 
the ''Lake District." The last-mentioned littifi 
river drains two lakes, Nioola Lake and Stomp 
Lake— the flrst eight miles hj ihreo, the other moish 
smaller. The next tribntaiy is the BuoDaparte, on 
the opposite side— a very important river, from its 
rich anriferons deposits and from the valuable acaUe 
soil through whidi it flows. It drains nine lakas, 
two of which, Loon and Yert, are each about 12 
miles long. After receiving the Buonaparte, the 
Thompson describes three great tortuous bends, 
whidi brings it up to Lake ELamloops, which empties 
into it (I am describing the river uplitream). Lake 
Kamloops is 20 miles long by five miles wide. 
From this lake the river continues its ooune to the 
east and north, receives the waters of North Biver, 
and extends to Shushwap Lake, which also dis- 
charges into the Thompson. Shushw^ Lake, a 
fine sheet of water, situated in a rich pastoral ooim- 
try, 4d miles long, 5 to 10 miles wide, and studded 
with islands, receives the waters of two other lakea, 
which discharge by the Barridre Biver, as well as 
those of two rivers of considerable length which 
rise in the range that divides the valley of the 
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Frazer from that of the Columbia. The lake is a 
little below the 51st parallel of north latitude, aad 
tiie 119^ of west longitude passes over the east 
end of it. Kamloops Lake is about a degree fur- 
ther wes-t, and about 12 miles further south. The 
Tranquille and the Copper River both fisJl into the 
ihtt latter lake. 

. The North River^ already mentioned, runs nearly 
due north for a great portion of its course. Cor- 
l?eotly speaking, it ruus from the north, but I am 
ilesoribing as if I were ascending the river. This . 
river has several tributaries of great length, some 
risifig far to the eastward in the watershed of the 
great valley of the Fi*azer, and others draining a 
long chain of lakes stretching far up into the coun- 
try beyond the 53rd parallel of north latitude, and 
embracing nearly three degrees of longitude ; while 
its " head waters" flow from a range which is the 
watershed of Bwamp River, flowing in an opposite 
•direction into the Cariboo country. 

All the streams which I have mentioned are 
^ui'ifei'ous — those which are tributary to the Thomp- 
son itself, and those which are tributary to its 
affluents. 

Such portions of the Thompson as run through 
somewhat level ground are also auriferous. Seven 
miles from Kamloops, 150 miners worked upon one 
of such portions and made $16 a-day to the man, 
^' rooking '^ on the ''bars*' in the bed when the 
liver was low. The banks are very extensive, but 
acquire water ditches for '^ washing" them, as they 

l2 
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ran high. Tranquille yielded $7, |1(>, and $20 
a-day to "a crowd of Chinamen." North River 
gave $8 to $10 a day to the hand ; and on 
the Barriere a commuuity of French Canadians 
made as high as $oO a-day to the hand. Beyon4 
the portions of North River which have beei> 
worked fur gold near its embouchure, the country 
hereabouts has not been prospected. This is about 
the centre of the colony, and about 80 miles of this 
space from south to north, by about 100 miles from 
east to west, have not been developed. It may bo 
auriferous ; but its character on the face of the soil 
is pastoral. It is a high table-land which produces 
abundant pasture, free from forest, and only inter- 
spersed with timber. Its climate in summer is dry 
and equable, and in winter cold, but not severe ; 
and noted for its salubrity. In fact, the climate 
of British Columbia is good throughout the whole 
extent of the conntiy, and there is no drawback 
except from the presence of the mosquitoes in 
summer. These insects are so numerous as to form 
a pest while they prevail. 

If we could pursue a straight western course 
from the Fort to Frazer River for about 100 miles, 
we should strike the new town of Lillooett, situated 
at a point where tlio two great routes of travel into 
the interior meet that from Hope and Lytton by 
the river, and that by the Harrison Valley and the 
Lillooett chain of lakes. Lillooet is the great final 
starting point to the northern mines, and beyond 
this there is no made road, and no other means of 
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transport than horses, mules, and what the miners 
expressively term " footing it." 

Lillooett is distant from the mouth of the Frazer 
^on the Gulf of Georgia) by the river route, vid 
Hope, Yale, and Lytton,- 220 miles ; and by the 
Harrison route, vid Harrison Lake, by steamer, 
Douglas, portages, and four lakes, crossed by 
steamers, 238 miles. The first route commands 
steamers up to Yale, the rest of the journey must 
be ridden or walked The other route commands 
steamers to Douglas ; a stage coach thence to Wil- 
liams's Lake, 29^ miles, on a road made along the 
Han-ison River, chiefly by tlie Royal Engineers ; 
an. open boat on the first lake of five miles> 
steamers on the other three lakes, which are 
together 49 miles long, and the portages between 
the lakes and Lillooett, which in the aggregate of 
the four of them are 33| miles long, can be ridden 
or walked. Both routes afford prospects of beauty 
and grandeur seldom seen elsewhere, but I dare 
not trespass on your space so far as to describe 
them, nor could I do justice to the subject if I 
tried. From Lillooett to the first or lower Ca- 
riboo mines the distance is about 260 miles. 

A few miles beyond Lillooett, and on the same 
(the west) side. Bridge River falls into the Frazer, 
Bridge River is very rich in gold. The Indians of 
the neighbourhood make considerable earnings in 
it, working in the rudest manner with the most 
inefiicient implements. It was here the Bishop of 
Columbia found them making an ounce a-day to 
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ihe band^ as I mentioned in my last letter. Nodules 
of pure copper have been found in the bed of the 
river, indicating the existence of copper veins in 
the neighbouring banks. 

Quesnelle Eiver has two branches, one of 'wfaich 
drains Quesnelle Lake, lying a degree and a-half to 
the eastward of the Frazer, and which is 50 mil^ 
long. The other branch drains Cariboo Lake, which 
leceives Swamp Kiver and Lower Cariboo Lake, 
into which Keithley's Creek, one of the Cariboo 
streams, empties. At the junction of the two 
branches a town, the nearest to Cariboo diggings, ia 
built, chiefly for the supply of the latter. The 
place is called '' The Forks of Quesnelle." 

Both branches of the Quesnelle are highly auri- 
ferous. Mining began here in 1859, and led to 
the discovery of Cariboo, situate 50 miles further 
north. The returns fbr last summer were that nine 
out of ten of the claims paid over an ounce a-day 
to the hand. The river banks enable the miners to 
work in winter. The diggings must be rich to have 
retained any miners so close to Cariboo, where for- 
tunes were made in the course of a few weeks. 

One grand prominent feature of the counf ry ts a 
chain of mountains which run from our southern 
frontier (on 49^ north latitude) in a north-westerly 
direction through the country, and in &jo% beyond 
the northern limit of the colony. This range is in 
many parts very lofty, runs nearly pftrallel to the 
Booky Mountains^ and bears the successive names of 
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the Saovy Maimtain% the Bald MoimtaiiiSy and the 
Pe^ MbantamBy from the height of sereral of the 
more elevated portions having induced the helief 
that these portions were detached moantains, and 
not parts of a connected chain. It is now known 
that the different eminences, whidi at a distance 
eeem to be iadbited, in reality form but one vast 
vuDige subordinate to the Bocky Mountains. It, in 
faet, forms the watershed of the great basin of the 
Vxmzer Hiver, one side of which drains itself into 
the valley of the Erazer, and the other into that of 
the Columbia. The whole of this vast range is now 
known to be amiCeroas. It has been traced for 400 
nuks, and ^fine and coanw gold is everywhere 
fixuttd on its western slopes from Ilod^ Creek in the 
aouth to Cariboo in Hbe north.'' Cariboo itself is 
but one point in the range. It is nearly all in Bri* 
tiah tercitoryy extending^ as already remarked, be- 
yond the northern frontier of British Colnmbia and 
Into the Indian territory of Stickeen, to the east of 
the Buasian posnoniopfi on the Paeifia It is the 
longest stretch e£ ocmtinuous inland gdid-bearing 
eonntzy yet discovered in the world. Its value and 
importance are incalculable both to the mother 
Qountry and to these eoVmies, for when it comes to 
be efficiently woziced by tunnelling it may centinne 
to produce gold iR>r ages, as long, perhaps, as gcid 
zetaiBS its value among mankind. Bespecting Car 
», Governor Douglas was good enough to fur- 
me with the foUowxng statement in writings 
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taken down by himself from a Cariboo miner^ Mr. 
Steele ; but I received it after I had finished my 
letter :— 

*' Steele's bompanj consisted of five partnerS| of 
which Mr. Steele, an American, was one. Their 
elaim was on Williams's Creek (Cariboo, of course); 
In the summer they sawed the lumber themselveiiy 
and made their own sluices. Their claim did not 
prospect as good as many other claims. Neverthe* 
less, they went at it with a will ; made nothing the 
first three days; persevered, and the fourth day 
made 4ok. ; the fifth day, lOoz. ; and the siacth day, 
4I0Z. (the market value of 41oz. of gold in sterling 
is 2901 4«. 2d,). From that time, after the sixth 
day's work, when the return rose to 41oz. a day, it 
kept increasing, until it reached d87oz. a day ; and 
the last day*s work yielded a return of 409o2l The 
five partners employed ^ four hirod hands^ to asrast 
them to clear away the taUings. The dsim was 
one of the most difficult to work, as it required 
eight feet to eighteen feet of top-stripping of suptt^ 
inoumbent earth whion covered the auri^srous stra- 
tum, or ^ pay-dirt' This latter was composed of a 
blue clay, six feet thick, mixed with gravel and de- 
composed slate. The whole area of the mine worked 
was only eighty feet by twenty-five feet, and the yield 
amounted to $105,000, equal to 21,87£^;. That so 
much gold was dug out of so small a space as eighty 
feet by twenty-five feet is a pregnant fact. It proves 
that the wealth buried in this remote region lies 
oonoentrated in masses thick uid plentiful, which is 



HR. 8TEELB*8 OLADC. 153 

eoaohcnAed by the shortness of the period of labour 
«***2iot orer two months' actual work. This is a short 
period to have earned 21,875^ in, certainly, yet the 
exabemioe of the gold of these mines is more dearly 
demonstrated by the rapidity of the aocnmulation. 
I shall show this result moris dearly by converting 
Ur* Steele's gold ounces into American currency. 
Xhe produce of the labour of the first day that the 
daim yielded anything was ^68 ; that of the next 
day, $170 ; of the following day, $697^ and so on, 
increasing until it reached the astounding sum of 
f 6d79 in a day ; and culminated in a * return' of 
16953 on the ' last da/s work.' 

" To prevent any exaggeration in my conversion 
of the gold-dust, I have taken the money value of 
the ounce at $17, although the average value of 
Cariboo 'dust' is $17 65a and 37-10(K)th8, so that 
I am under the mark. In other words, this com- 
pany's gold produced to the partners more money 
in the market than I have valued it at. Their gold. 
may have been woHh $18 the ounce." 

To show still, more clearly to English readers 
the prospects and rewards of labour in British 
Columbia^ I will paraphrase Mr. Steele's statement^ 
which will place it in another and, perhaps, more 
j^iactical light. I will suppose that the five miners 
who owned this mining claim were Englishmen, and 
that they had sent their earnings home. . The gold 
would, by the rule of trade, gd to the Bank of Eng- 
land, and be converted into sterling money — say in 
London* I wiU deduct all the charges of remitting 
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tlie bullion ^Id-dnst), auA th«ii see wbat tliA 
miners would have, net jnonej, in London. Tkb 
fruit of thdr fkst day's ^'yi^" would be 
131. 10». id. ; of the next day's yield, 342. U$. 2d. ; 
the following day's' yield, 1343^ 4«. 3c{L ; and tlM 
last day's yield wosld be 1419JL lU. M Thm 
mines would haTe been to them a prolifie mother^ 
for t|ye last day's return shows an increase of 
76^. 7«. 2d over and above the g«Mnd run of tiie 
yield of ^ lucky days/' as the mineni term their 
sucoessful and satbfiictoTy periods. Mr. Steele's 
return df the gross yield was ootrobovated by the 
quantity of gold-^ust brought to Yictoria^ wheve 
he remained for some time. Indeed, the miners 
seldom exaggerate their earnings. Their g^Mnd 
reports take the o^K>site direotion. The partners 
return to th^ dsim in Cariboo in tiie spring to 
resume w(»k, and they expect to do much better 
next season, as the mine is already well opeoed. 
To have made the statemrait complete^ I shfrnU 
have mentioned that the lour hired men did not 
fliiare in the profits. They were paid $8 a^y 
wt^es and ''found ;" and they did not woxk durmg 
the whoie season. 

I may assert that there are no low earaiags. Hses 
is exactly how the matter stands. Some ef the 
OhinameD, while s^rdng their novitiate, are satisfied 
with meh poor diggings as yield cmly |1 to $2 a 
day, but they are soon forced by their taskmasteo^ 
who paid their expenses from China and San FrsA- 
cisco^ and for whose benefit they labour, and wiu> 



WAGK8 OF LABOUX. 155 

tax them both for repayment of these expenses and 
for a profit on the venture, to abandon such poor 
diggings for a.rieher. And as to white minerSy not 
one of them will woi^ for the small earnings I 
hare mentioned. If a miner oaanot fidl upon a 
neh ** daim ** he will hire himself toother moare for* 
tttnate claim-owaerB, who will pay him from |5 to 
$10 a day, aoeording to loeation and circomstanoesL 
in this way it oomes that no poor diggings are 
worked. The surface of the mineral region is being 
** skimmed ** — not efficiently worked^ But by and 
by the miners will be satisfied with ground which 
they now reject This time is distant^ however, 
owing to the extent of the field, unless the countcy 
Moeifvss a large addition to its minii^ popul^bn. 
I suppose it would take half a million of minen to 
bring the mines into play. It would take a mtieh 
larger population to develope them efficiently. 

Another causa influences the miner in his con- 
duet Wages geaendly are high for all kinds of 
labour. Common labourers get $3 a day at the 
lowest, some get more. Farm kbourers get SL a 
fluonth and are ''found,'' I pay an English labourer 
whom I feund working on the roada 10^ a month, 
and he '^ finds " himsdf, for lotting after my horse- 
and doing odds and ends about the place. This 
was his pay from the road oontraotor. Mechanics 
get |5 (1/.) a day. With these rates of wi^es in 
competition with mining, and with the ptioes of 
provisions very high in-the remote mining country, 
owing to expense of transport, the miner natumlly 
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fthandons poor diggings which, yield a low retom ; 
80 yon nndentand why there are no low returns. 

*My advice to emigrants from the old conntiy 
will be short, and, while it can easily be remembered, 
cannot be misunderstood. British Columbia wants 
two classes only — men with money, and men with 
bodily strength — capitdlisis and labourers. Both 
classes will do well. The one will find lacrative 
employment for its capital, the other still more pro- 
fitable employment for its labour. If either fails 
it will be its own fault. Should either of these two 
classes be married, let them bring their wives and 

fiunUies; the more numerous the progeny the better. 

• 

The Times newspaper in its leader of the 25th 
March last, and the Times^ correspondent in his 
letter here quoted, have certainly conspired to draw 
a glowing and seductive picture of the condition 
and prospects of British Columbia as a gold-pro- 
ducing colony. The Times* account is no doubt 
true enough in the main ; but that the colouring, 
of the leading article especially, is oflen too high, 
there is abund^sint evidence. Still the Governor, in 
his latest despatches, speaks favourably of the social 
state of the gold districts, and of the respect gene- 
rally paid by the miners to public order. The 
Times^ articles are full of sunshine ; other writers 
tell a different tale. It is a difficult course to judge 
between the two ; but, nevertheless, that is the 
course which we have endeavoured to pursue. We 
feel it to be our duty to present to intending emi- 
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grants, not a fancy landscape, but as true an idea as 
possible of the locality in which they may be about 
to plant themselves ; and we believe that we should 
be greatly misled if we accepted unreservedly either 
the statements of the Titnea, or the far less sanguine 
views propounded in other quarters. We repeat 
that Governor Douglas — no contemptible authority 
— ^invariably reports well of the settlement ; and 
the Bishop of Columbia has always been a firm 
believer in its success and prosperity. At the same 
time, we do not entertain the slightest doubt that 
drunkenness and every form of depravity may be 
witnessed ad nauseam at the diggings ; but the 
question is, in what part of the globe may not 
these vices be witnessed ? Things will find their 
level by degrees, and some sort of society will grow 
out of the present chaos ; but in the interim, any- 
body who goes out to these latitudes must look for 
rough work and rougher neighbours. Still, nobody 
who keeps his eyes open, who uses his hands well, 
and who is temperate and thrifty in his habits, has 
tbe slightest reason to be discouraged ; for he will 
find in British Columbia, with its coal beds, its gold 
fields, its copper, and its agricultural resources, such, 
an opening as perhaps he would find nowhere else 
on the surface of the globe ; and at this moment 
there are thousands on their way, sharing in this 
faith, and who, if they be true to themselves, and 
forswear the temptations inseparable from Life in a 
young colony, will prosper beyond their brightest 
expectations. 
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We oondnde with a few aeleet eztractB from tli0 
Jcwmal of the Bishop of Columbia : — 

**May 22y i860.— Laid ocMuer-stone of Tiiml^ 
Ohnrchi New Westminster. The site of thenew<^]«roh 
is a Tery beaatifol one in Victoria Gardens, aiid^ coi»» 
mandiog an extensive view, will be a most prominent 
object from the river to steamers arriving from th* 
eea ; at present two deep ravines are on eithw Bid% 
around it are large stumps of trees, and the gromid 
is entirelj unlevelled. Here the frame of ikm 
flooring had been laid, being massive sills on thick 
short columns of wood. Under one of these ' ptn«> 
nings,' the south-east out<er oomer of the porch, was 
laid the stone, of granite ; a bottle of coinsy with 
inscriptiou, was inserted. The same form of servioe 
was used as at St. John's, Victoria ; the servioe was 
commenced by Mr. Sheepshanks, and the Bishop 
followed. The Governor laid the stone. 

** June, 1 860. — One of the most interesting things 
in connexion with gold-mining is the courage and 
enterprise of the miner. Water is absolutely neces- 
sary for two purposes : washing away the earth above 
the gold, and washing the earth or 'pay dirt' whidi 
contains the gold. For the former work an immense 
power of water is frequently necessary; this is brought 
from a distance in wooden canals, aqueducts^ and 
courses excavated in the soil or rock, and this is 
made to descend upon the workings, and applied by 
a hose to wash away vast masses of earth. 

<'At Hill's Bar I visited to-day an aqueduct 
two^miles long, which had cost $12,000, or 2400/.; 
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• oompttiy aooomplished it in twelve duures, eight 
of which were held by one man* The minen of 
the TtriofOB okdms paj for a head of water five 
doUan a day. Sometimes there will be^forty claims 
and this fl«me will be making to the prt^vietoza 
200 dollars, or 4tOL a day. We Tiaited spots where^ 
by woiiruig without the sluicing pow^, Chineso 
wese making five dollars a day. The sluice is 
where the water is brought in a body from the 
flamO) and continual shoyelling of earth into the 
ilnioe boxes produces a large return of gold, 
beeause more earth can be washed, and the more 
earth washed in a given time, the greater the yield. 
Tha rocker is by the river-side. It is a sort of 
wheelbarrow on rollers, with a scuttle front ; within 
is a sieve, beneath which are two Uankets, and ai 
the bottom is a copper plate with quicksilver ; the 
^pay earth' is oast into the sieve, and the machine 
rocked with one hand while the other hand keeps 
pouring in water ; the earth and water pass thi'ough 
the sieve and blankets ; the sieve stops the stones 
and larger particles, the blanket catches other atoms 
of gold, d^., and the quicksilver retains the golden 
dust. 

'^June 5. — I heard a strange noise in passing 
near an Indian hut ; when I approached I found 
it to be that of Skiyon, the Indian bear-hunter. 
His wife had her sick child in her lap. Before her 
was the medicine man practising enchantments 
upon the child. He was a sti'ong-featured man of 
about forty. He repeated over and over a few 
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words villi oonsideiable gefltoie. OocunonaUj lie 
would stroke the breast and stomacli of the chikL 
Beside him was a baaiii of water with some whitea« 
isg miztiire in it; this he would take and mb 
upon hiB hands, or he would hlaw into lus hands 
and upon .the child, then burst forth again into has 
lament and incantation. The mother Md ihm 
infant towards him, and eyidently felt oonsftdenUo 
iaith in the enchanter. 

'^ Overtook a miner from Galifonua^ with a 
revolver on <me side and a bowie-knife on the 
other. I spoke abont the former; he said thejf 
were needed in Galifomia^ bat not here. 

** I have met very few mineni with their we^Kins ; 
once none went without. Things are now as quiet 
and orderly as possible. All classes are wril- 
treated. Chinamen, Indians, and Blacks, have 
justioe equal with others. Indeed it is evident 
that what the Oalifomian looked upon as a sign of 
high spirit and courage he now thinks littk oi^ and 
these terrible weapons are put awaj. 

^' June 7.— rl took a walk with Mr. Fringle along 
a beautiful and romantic trail, following a stream 
and glen to Lake Dallas, and then through a goc|^ 
into a valley on its northern side, where was a 
stream wending its way to the Eraser. I visited 
some of the Indian potato grounds in that valley; 
the soil is very rich. The rows of potatoes were 
laid with great regularity, indeed in figures and 
patterns such as you see on their basket-wprk* 
also 'earth up' at the proper time, whiob 
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shows a more advanced state than I exp<>cted. We 
aao^ided a height, and upon a rocky, mossy knoU, 
ahaded by pines, we had an extensive view of 
mountain and river scenery. I could have sat there 
fiur hoars, impressed with the grandeur of the works 
of God How insignificant the most gigantic 
accomplishments of man I We were then on the 
east side of the Queqoealla. A canoe^ paddled by 
an Indian and his squaw, brought us quickly down 
the rapid, rolling, swelling Frazer, to Hope, for 
which we paid the sum of a dollar, 4«. 2d, for 
half an hour's paddle. These Indians are well paid*" 

*^June 14. — I crossed the river opposite Yale, 
and took the trail to Hill's Bar. We walked 
through groves of young pines; much of the 
ground is cleared. 

^ Hill's Bar, about a couple of miles below Yale, 
Was the scene of great excitement in 18S8 ; it was 
the richest of all the diggings ; thousands flocked to 
it, and thousands of pounds have been extracted 
from it. It was here that the McGrowan riots took 
place. Then Colonel Moody marched up his men 
to capture the rioters, bat when be came to the spot 
drank champagne with them instead. 
■ ''The first gold diggings were upon the bank of 
the river; upon this bank grew giant trees — all 
these, and acres of soil, have been swept away to 
the depth of some ten or twelve feet. It is now 
found that the higher banks, or fiats, still further 
from the river, are very auriferous. These are now 
being worked. 

X 
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" The exdtement of gold-mining is great. The 
mineTB seem never to tire. There is an interest m 
the work which always sustains them. I was told 
eards and whiskey are their hane. They seldom 
play for money, but for drink, a dollar a game. A. 
xecklesB man will go into Yale on Sanday^ and 
q)end twenty-five to forty ddlars in drink aa4 
treating others. There are, however, many tan- 
perate men. A Mend of mine, though an oU 
miner, never touches spirit^ only portor and ala. 
He always has a dozen of English porter in hia 
house (on the Bar). 

"JiifM 26.— On this my 44th birthday, I awok^ 
on the floor of a log-hut, in the wild and almost iib- 
accessible recesses of the Cascade Mountainsi the 
Frazer flowing at my feet. The five other indivi- 
doals who ocouiMed other parts of the room had been 
not otherwise than quiet; sleep, however, I ImmT 
had bu( little. I rose about half-'past five. A cook- 
fortable breakfast at seven, of tea and coffee^ ham« 
kc, prepared us for the arduous day before us. Our 
horses had arrived in the nei^bourhood the night 
before, and about eight came up ready equipped. 

''The Frazer is about 250 yards broad at this 
point. The ounent is strong A rope is suspended 
from bank to bank. From this rope is tackle^ which 
works the large punt-shaped ferry-boat A most in- 
genious method ; the current acting as the wind acts 
upon a sail, the side of the boat being the aail| 
and kept by the tackle in an inclined position t» 
the stream. The stronger the current the less iar 
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dined need be the boat. Without the slightest 
diffioolij the ferrj is thus quickly crossed. 

^ The view of the Frazer, encompassed in moun- 
tains from the front, or rather £rem a point near, is 
grand indeed. 

*^ Jviy 10. — ^Packing is one of the most lacratire 
enplojnnents. A train of twelve or eighteen horses 
«ad mules very soon pays the expense of first cost, 
and then great profits are made. The paokers are 
ptinoipallj Mexicans ; there are, however, many 
Americans. 

** I met this day a train under the conduct of a 
mry odd-looking dust-begrimed packer. He had a 
Woken-in, slondied wide-awake. I was introduced 
to him. His speech showed him to be an educated 
English gentleman. A few years since he was a 
-smart officer with his regiment in Canada. He 
%»une- to California, where he followed ^ packing.' 
He now pabks on British soil with the best horse- 
padc in the colony. 

*^Jvly 18. — ^All merchandize is carried here upon 
pack-horses, the only exception being that Indians 
also carry goods. Pack-mules carry the heavieet loads. 
I saw mules to<iay packed with nearly 400 lbs. of 
goods. There is a great art in packing ; hvHk is the 
tbing to avoid ; if a pack is in small compass much 
more can be carried than when the contrary. 

^ Jviy 20. — Columbia does not abound in the 
feathered tribe. I have seen, however, eagles, hawks, 
rooks, jays, grouse, ducks, loons, robins (as large as 
Maokbirds, and good eating), and humming birds* 

M2 
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^ July 25. — ^I visited Rough Flat ; a miner told 
me some were making an onnce a daj per man. 

**Aug, 7. — On board were two respectable-look- 
ing men. They were American miners retaming 
home with a comfortable 'pile.* They both ao- 
knowledged this. I asked what was considered 'a 
pile.' From 3000 to 5000 dollars, was the reply : 
thifl was the resnlt of two years' mining in British 
Oolumbia. 

" Aug. 8. — My belief in the progress of the colony 
has been confirmed ; there is no doubt now, upon 
Any single mind, as to the vast resources and attrao- 
tious in mineral wealth. There is considerable 
agricultural land in the lower portion of the Frazer, 
that is to say along the river up to Hope ; on either 
side large tracts invite Ihe &rmer, more especially 
about the Chilewaak, the Pitt Kiver, and Hope, to 
a fair return of capital and labour. Above this 
point the country is difficult of access, rough and 
mountainous, unless you get some fifty miles through 
the Cascade Range. Nothing could have opened 
this tract except its mineral produce. It would 
drive back the sturdiest traveller. It did send 
back, at the first, thousands, in poverty and despair. 

''The appellation of all miners is 'boy;' their 
chief is ' cap.' All are called Dick, Tom, Hiirry. 
One man, a notorious character, was nicknamed 
Liverpool Jack. Men are not known by their real 
names. You inquira, as I have often done, the 
name of some one, and nobody knows his name ; 
only he is called so-and-so, of Buch-and-snch a bar. 
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I was speaking to a miner, who said he had jasb 
com6 from California, and with him had oome a 
miner who had sold his claim there for 1800 dol- 
lars. I asked what the man's name was ; he said 
he went by a nickname, ' Bam* — he knew not his 
real name. He had known in California instanoeB 
of considerable difficnlty arising from this. A man 
came into the country from the eastern States seek- 
ing his brother ; his inquiries for Thomas Magaire 
produced no result ; and he went away back to the 
States. Tet his brother was known and was work- 
ing with those who had heard the inquiry, but they 
had not the least notion their friend, who had some 
apposite nickname, was really Thomas Maguire." 
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BULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE WORKING 
OF GOLD MINES, ISSUED IN CONFORMITY 
WITH THE GOLD FIELDS ACT, 1859. 

Whsbbab it u provided by the Oold Fields Act, 
1859, that the Oo'remor, for the tLme being, 4tf 
British Columbia^ may, by writing under his hand, 
and the publio seal of the colony, make rules and 
regulations in the nature of by-laws for all matters 
relating to mining. 

And whereas, in conformity with the said Act, 
oertain roles and regulations have already been 
issued bearing date the 7th of September, 1859. 

1. The mines in the said level benches shall be 
known as " bench diggings,'* and shall for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the size of daims therein be ex- 
cepted out of the class of " dry diggings," as defined 
in the rules and regulations of the 7th of September 
last. 

2. The ordinaty claims on any bench diggings 
shall be registered by the gold commissioner accord- 
ing to such one of the two following methods of 
measurement as he shall deem most advantageous 
en each mine, viz. : One hundred feet square, or else 
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« strip of knd twenty-five feet deep at the edge of 
the cliff next tbe river, and bounded by two straight 
lines carried as nearly as possible in each case per- 
pencGcular to the general direction of such cliff 
across the level bench up to and not beyond the 
foot of the descent in the rear ; and in such last 
mentioned case, the space included between such 
two boundary lines when produced over the face of 
the cliff in front as £»: as the foot of such cliff and 
no farther, and all mines Id the space so included 
shall also form a part of such claim. 

3. The gold commiBsioner shall have authority in 
•cases where the benches are narrow, to mark the 
elsims in such manner as he shall think fit, so as to 
mclude an adequate clainL And shall also liav9 
power to decide on the cliffs which, in his opinion, 
form the natural boundaries of benches. 

4. The gold commissioner may in any mine of 
«ny denomination where the pay dirt is thin or 
claims in small demand, or where from any dronm- 
stances he shall deem it reasonable, allow any firee 
miner to register two claims in his own name, and 
allow such period as he may think proper for non- 
working either one of such claims. But no person 
s^Mtll be entitled to hold at one time more than two 
'Claims of the legal size. A discoverer's claim shall 
fi>r this purpose be reckoned as one ordinary claim. 

5. All claims shall be subject to the public rights 
of way and water in such manner, direction, and 
•extent as the gold commissiouer shall from time to 
time direct ; no mine shall be worked within ten 
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feet of any road, unless by the previous sanction ol 
the gold commissioner. 

6. In order to ascertain the quantify of water ia 
any ditch or sluice, th^ following rules shall be ob-> 
served, viz. :-^ 

The water taken into a ditch shall be measured 
at the ditch head. No water shall be taken into A 
ditch except in a trough whose top and floor shall 
be horizontal planes, and sides parallel vertical 
planes ; such trough to be continued for six timm 
its breadth in a horizontal direction from the pQiJut 
at which the water enters the trough. The ioip of 
the trougb to be not more than seven inchesi and 
the bottom of the trough not more than seventeen 
inches, below the surfJEice of the water in the i^- 
aervoir, all measurements being taken inside the 
trough and in the low-water or dry season. The 
areaof a vertical transverse section of tlie trough 
shall be considered as the measure of the quantity 
of water taken by the ditch. 



11. 

THE LAW OP LAND SALES IN THE COLONIES, 

1. That from and after the date hereof (Januazj 
4th, 1860,) British subjects, and aliens who shall 
take the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty and Her 
successors^ may acquire unoccupied and unreserved 
and unsurveyed Crown land in British Columbia 
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(not being the site of an existent or proposed town, 
or auriferous land available for mining purposes, or 
ftn Indian Iteserve or Settlement), in fee simple, 
tinder the following conditions. 

2. The person desiring to acquire anj particnlar 
*ptot of land of the character aforesaid, shall enter 
into possession thereof and record his claim to any 
^nantity not exceeding 160 acres thereof, with the 
magistrate residing nearest thereto, paying to the 
eaid magistrate the sum of eight shillings for re- 
cording such claim. Snch piece of land shall be of 
a rectangalar form, and the shortest side of tbe 
reetongle shall be at least two^hirds of the longest 
side. The claimant shall give the best possible 
<lescription thereof to the magistrate with whom his 
olaim is recorded, together with a rongh plan there^ 
of, and identify the plot in question by placing at 
the comers of the land four posts, and by stating in. 
his description any other landmarks on the said 160 
acres which he may consider of a noticeable cha- 
racter. 

3. Whenever the Government survey shall extend 
to the land claimed, the claimant who has recorded 
his claim as aforesaid, or his heirs, or in case of the 
grant of certificate of improvement hereinafter men- 
tioned, the assigns of such claimant^ shall, if he or 
they shall have been in continuous occupation of 
the same land from the date of the record aforesaid, 
be entitled to purchase the land so pre-empted at 
such rate as may, for the time being, be fixed by 
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the Goyemment of Britiflh Oolambia, not 
the sum of ten ahillings per acra 

4. No interest in any plot of land' aoquised as 
aforesaid, shall, before payment of the purohaae 
money, be capable of passing to a pnrchaaer unless 
the vendor shall have obtained a certifieate from 
the nearest magistrate that he has made permanent 
improvements on the said plot to the value of ten 
shillings per acre. 

5. Upon payment of the purdiase money, a con* 
veyance of the land purchased shall be ex^oated in 
favour of' the purchaser, reserving the preoioua 
minerals, with a right to enter and vork the same 
in fistvonr of the Crown, its assigns and licenoees. 

6. Priority of title shall be obtained by the per- 
son first in occupation, who shall first record his 
claim in manner aforesaid. 

7. Any person authorised to acquire land under 
the provisions of this Prodamation, may pnvdMao 
in addition to the land preempted in manner afiore- 
said, any number of ^aores not otherwise appropriaieo^ 
at such rate as may be fixed by the Government, 
at the time when such land shall come to be sur- 
veyed, not to exceed ten shillings per acre; five 
shillings to be paid down, and the residue ai the 
time of survey. 

8. In the event of the Crown, its assigns or licen- 
oees, availing itself, or themselves, of the reservation 
mentioned in clause 6, a reasonable compensation 
for the wast^ and damage done, shall be paid by the 
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penon entering and vorking, to the person vboee 
land shall be wasted or damaged as aforesaid; and 
in case of dispute, the same shall be settled by a 
jaiy i)i six men, to be sonunoned by the nearest 
magistrate^ 

9. Whenever any person shall permanently oease 
to ooGOfiy land pre-empted as aforesaid, the magistrate 
resident nearest to the land in question may in a 
summary way, on being satisfied of sudi permanent 
cessation, cancel the claim of the person so perma- 
nently ceasing to occupy the same, and record the 
claim thereto of any other person satisfying the re- 
quisitions aforesaid* 

10. The decision of the magistrate may be ap- 
pealed by either party to the decision of the Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Ciyil Justice of British 
Oolumlaa. 

11. Any person desirous of appealing in manner 
a fo r coaid , may be required, before such appeal be 
heard^ to find suoh security as may be hereafter 
pointed out by the rules or orders hereinafter di* 
reoted to be published. 

12. The procedure before the magistrate and 
judge respectiyely, shall be according to such rales 
and orders as shall be published by such judge, with 
the approbation of the Governor for the time of 
British Columbia. 

13u Whenever a pers<»L in occupation at the time 
of record aforesaid, and he, his heirs, or assigns^ 
shall have continued in permanent occupation of 
land pre-empted or of land purdiased as aforesaid. 
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he or they may, save as hereinafler mentioned, bring 
ejectment or trespass against any intruder upon th« 
land so pre-empted or purchased, to the same exteat 
as if he or they were seised of tibe legal estate in 
possession in the land so pre*empted or purchased. 
' 14. Nothing herein contained shall be construed 
as giving a right to any claimant to exclude free 
miners from searching for any of the precious 
minerals, or working the same upon the conditions 
aforesaid. 

15. The Government shall, notwithstanding any 
claim, record, or conveyance aforesaid^ be entitled to 
enter and take such portion of the land pre-empted 
or purchased as may be required for roads or other 
public purposes. 

16. Water privileges and the right of carrying 
water for mining purposes, may, notwithstanding 
any claim recorded, purchase or conveyance afore- 
said, be claimed and taken upon, under or over the 
said land so preempted or purchased as aforesud by 
free miners requiring the same, and obtaining a 
grant or licence from the gold commissioner, and 
paying a compensation for waste or damage to the 
person whose land may be wasted or damaged by 
such water privilege or carriage of water, to be a»* 
certained in case of dispute in manner aforesaid. 

17. In case any dispute shall arise between per* 
sons with regard to any land so acquired as afore- 
said, any one of the parties in difference may (before 
ejectment or action of trespass brought) refer the 
question in difference to the nearest magistrate, who 
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18 hereby authorized to proceed in a Bummary wbj 
to restore the posfiession of any ]and in dispute to 
the person whom be may deem entitled to the 
flame, and to abate all intmsious, and award and 
levy such costs and damages as he may thinly fit. 



III. 

ANNO VICESIMO PKIMO k VICESIMO 8E0UND0 
VICTORIA EEGINJE. 

CAP. XCIX. 

AN ACT to provide for the Govemraeut of British 
Columbia. [2d August, 1858.] 

WHEHEAS divers of her Majesty's subjects and others 
have, by the license and consent of her Majesty, resorted 
to and settled on certain wild and unoccupied territories on 
the north-west coast of North America, commonly known by 
ihe designation of New Caltdonia^ and from and after the 
passing of this Act to be named British Columbia, and tbe 
islands adjacent, for raining and other purposes ; and it ie 
desirable to make some temporary provision for the civil 
government of such territories, until permanent settlements 
aball be thereupon established, and the number of colonists 
increased : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen*s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
tiords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Pikriiament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
ibttows ;— 

I. British Columbia shall, for the purposes of this Act, be 
held to comprise all such territories within the dominions of 
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her Mi^ertj m we bounded to the toath br the fkwi l iM of 
the United SUteo of America^ to the east by the main ehain 
of the Bodty Mountains, to the north bj Simpion^M JHver and 
the Finlay branch of the Peace River ^ and to the west bj the 
Paei^ Ocean, and riiaU inehide Queen OhmiatUe lekmd, 
and all other iaboidiadjaoeiit to the said territoriei^ ezoepi as 
hereinafter excepted. 

II. It ehall be lawfbl for her Majesty, by any order cr 
orders to be by her from time to time made, with the advice 
of her Privy Oonncil, to make, ordidn, and establish, send 
(subject to each conditions or restrictions as to her sball seem 
meet) to authorize and empower such officer as she may from 
time to time appoint as Governor of BriHth Oolumhia, to 
make provision for the administration of justice therein, and 
genendly to make, ordainv and establish all such laws, insti* 
tutions, and ordinances as may be neeessany for the peace^ 
order, and good government of her Majesty's subjects and 
others therein ; provided that all such Orders in Council, 
and all laws and ordinances so to be made as aforessid, 
shall be laid before both houses of Parliament as soon m 
conveniently may be after the making and enactment thereof 
respectively. 

lU. Provided always, That it shaU be lawful for her 
Majesty, so soon as she may deem it convenient, by any such 
Order in Covncii as aforesaid, to constitute or to authorise 
and empower su^ officer to constitute a Legislature to make 
laws for the peaces order, and good government of BrUitk 
CoUtmbia, such Legislature to consist of the Governor and a 
Ooonoil, or Council and Assembly, to be composed ef sueli 
and so many persans, and to be appointed or elected in sudi 
manner and fbr such periods, and subject to such regnhi- 
tions, as to her Majesty may seem expedient. 

lY. And whereas an Act was passed in the forty-third 
year of King Oeorge the Third, intituled An Ad for extend" 
img the juritdietion of the Courti of Justice in the proemeee of 
Lower and Upper Canada, to the trial and jnmiekment of 
pereone gnUty of crimee and ojfknees wthm eertainparte of 
North America ad je imn g to ike 9md Protnmees : And whereas 
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by aa Aot pMsed in the aeoond year of King Gtwft tbe 
Foortb, intitoled An Act for regulating the Fwr Trctde, and 
0$taUithing a CrimvfuU and Civil Jurisdiction wilhin ceriaim 
pofU of North Amerioa, U was enacted, that from and after 
tbe paning of that Act the Cooria of Jndicatare then existing 
or which might be thereafter established in the Flrovince of 
Upper Canada should haye the same oiyil jmisdiction, power, 
and authority, within the Indian territories and other parts 
of America not within the limits of either of the provinoes of 
jUncer or Upper Canada or of any civil govemmeni of the 
United Statet, as the said Courts had or were inrested with 
within the timits of the said proTinces of Lower or Upper 
Canada respectively, and that erery contract, agreement^ 
debt, liability, and demand made, entered into, incurred, or 
analog within the said Indian territories and other parti of 
America, and eveiy wrong and injmy to the perK>n or to 
pvuperty committed or done within the same, should be and 
be deemed to be of the same nature^ and be oognizable and be 
tried in the aame manner, and subject to the aame ooose- 
qpienoes in all respects, as if the same had been made, entered 
into^ iacvTed, arisen, committed or done within the said 
province of Upper Canada ; and in the same Aet are con- 
tained provisions for giving foioe^ authority, and effect with- 
in the said Indian territories and other parts of America to 
the process and acts of the said Courts of Upper Canada ; 
and it was thereby ako enacted, that it shoold be lawful lor 
his Hijesty, if he should deem it convenient so to do, to issne 
» oommission or commissions to any peiwm or persons to be 
a&d act as Justices of the Peace within such parts of America 
as t^oneaid, as well within any territories theretofere granted 
to the company of adventurers of England trading to Mud* 
9on*$ Bay as within the Indian territories of such other parts 
•f America as aforesaid ; and it was further enacted, that it 
should be lawful for his Majesty from time to time by any 
oommission under the Great Seal to authorize and empower 
any such persons so appointed Justices of the Peace as 
aforesaid to sit and hold Courts of JReoord for the trial of 
offsnces and misdemeanoan, and also of dvil canses. 
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and it should be lawfal for ids Majesty to order, direct and 
authorize the appointment of proper officers to act inatdof such 
courts and justices withitt the juiisdictiou assi^ed to such 
courts and justices in any such commission ; provided that 
such courts should not try any offender upon any charge or 
indictment for any felony made the subject of capital punish- 
ment, or for any offence or passing sentence affecting the life 
of any offiBuder, or adjudge or cause any offender to suffer 
capital punishment or transportation, or take cognizance of or 
try any civil action or suit in which the cause of such suit or 
action should exceed in value the amount or sum of two hun- 
dred pounds, and in every case of any offence subjecting the 
person committing the same to capital punishment or trans- 
portation, the court, or any judge of any such court, or any 
justice or justices of the peace before whom any such offender 
should be brought^ should commit such offender to safe 
custody* and cause such offender to be sent in such custody 
for trial in the court of the province of Upj^er Ganada. 

From and after the proclamation of this Act in Briluk 
Cohmhia the said Act of the forty-third year of King Gtorgi^ 
the Third, and the said recited provisions of the said Act of 
the second year of King George the Fourth, and the provisions 
contained in such Act for giving forces authority, and effect 
within the Indian territories and other parts of America to 
the process and acts of the said Courts of Upper Canada, 
shall cease to have force in and to be applicable to BrUuk 
Columbia, 

y. Provided always, That all judgments given in any oivil 
suit in British Columbia shall be subject to appeal to her 
Majesty in Council, in the manner and subject to the regula- 
tions in {ind subject to which appeals are now brought from 
the Civil Courts of Canada, and to such further or other re- 
gulations as her Majesty, with the advice of her Privy Council, 
shall from time to time appoint. 

VI. No part of the colony of Vancouver Idand as at pre- 
sent established, shall be comprised within Briiith Colwmbia 
for the purpose of this Act ; but it shall be lawful for her 
Majesty, her heirs and successors, on receiving at any time 
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dming the continnance of this Act a Joint address from thrtwo 
Houses of the Legislature of Vaneouver lalandj praying for 
the hicorporatioii of that Island with BritUh Columhia^ by 
order to be made as aforesaid with the advice of her Privy 
Council, to annex the said island to J^rUish ColumbiOy subject 
to such conditions and regulations as to her Majesty shall 
seem expedient ; and thereupon and from the date of the pub- 
lication of such order in the said Island, or such other date as 
maybe fixed in such order, the provisions of this Act shall be 
held to apply to Vancouver Itland. 

VTI. In the construction of this Act the term " Governor^' 
shall mean the person for the time being lawfully administering 
the government of British Columbia, 

Vlll. This Act shall continue in force until the thirty-first 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, 
and thenceforth to the end of the then next session of Parlia- 
ment ; provided always, that the expiration of this Act shall 
not affect the boundaries hweby defined, or the r^ht of ap- 
peal hereby given, or any act done or right or title acquired 
under or by virtue of this Act, nor shall the expiration of this 
Act revive thb Acts or parts of Acts hereby repealed. 



IV. 

Thb San Francisco BuUetin of the 4th of June last furnishes a full 
vocabulary of the '* Chinook Jargon, ** as used by the different Indian 
tribes on Frazer and Thompson Bivers and the surrounding eonntryy 
with the equivalent terms in English. It is given in the Appendix as 
calculated to be of great use to miners and all parties travorsmg the 
Indian country on the north-west coast, who may have occasion to 
oome in contact with the natives. 



NilUlr>I. 

Htlu^Yon. 
Klt8kcr>«They. 
Mesiker— Yott (plural). 
Tanas man— A boy. 
Chaofr-«Coroe. 
Momook — Woik. 
' Klaawft— Go. 



Kar-Whcre. 
Tawsr-Hcre. 
Alto — At pment. 
Alke — Afterwards. 
Ulihe— Land. 
Abjak-^^ck. 
Stya — Distance. 
KlokatOT— Who. 



Klosh— Good. 
Laport — Door. 
Konaway— All. 
Sun— Day. 
Poolakly— N!j?ht. 
Tenaa sun — Morning. 
Sitkum sun — Noon. 
Kakwa— The same. 
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Toolkiit— Tiong; 
Hy-yon— Plenty. 
6ock«ny-High. 
Pilton— Pool. 
Tekhope— White. 
Pill— Kcd. 
Klftyl— Black. 
Letete — Head. 
Laposh— Moath. 
Leeda— Teeth. 
Lelanff— Tongue. 
Secah-hoose— Face. 
Lema— The hand. 
Yaksoot— Hair. 
Lareh— Barley. 
Lepoali— Peas. 
Wapllo— Potatoes. 
Lcdowo— TomipB. 
liekarrot— Carrots. 
LeRonlon — Onions . 
Kabbiffo— Cabbage. 
Klapite— Thread. 
Moolar— Sawmill. 
Perceoe— BUnket. 
Kamoosack— Beads. 
Poolally— Powder. 
KulapkuUa— Birds. 
Musket— A ffun. 
Niaamox— Otter. 
Ena— Beaver. 
Quanice— Whale. 
Yuiccco — Porpoise. 
Olttck— Snake. 
Soolee — Mouse, 
fikad— Mole. 
Lelo— Wolt 
Pi»h-pish-Cat. 
Kultan— A horse. • 
HooB*mooe— A cow. 
Lamnto — Sheep. 
ITamox— A dog. 
Kuahaw— A hog. 
Kimta— Behind. 
Sheteham — Swim. 
Seeapoose— Cap. 
Leshawl- A shawl. 
Pi— And. 
Wichat— Also. 
Dly Tupeo— Hay. 
Dly— Dry. 
Tum-tum — Heart. 
Comb — Comb. 
Koory— Ron. 
Pilpil— Blood. 
Lesap— Egg. 
Lepole— Hen. 
Lccock — Booster. 
Lapell— Spade. 
Lapiosge— Hoe. 
Leglow— Nail. 



Lake— Lake. 

Lachaise— Chair. 
Kettle— A pot. 
OskaQ— A enp. 
Lope— Bope. 
Silux — Angry. 
Shar^— Sing. 
Mercie — Thanks. 
Kinoose— Tobacco. 
Chee— New. 
Sunday— Sunday. 
Pooh— Shoot. 
Lolo— To carry. 
Klawa— Slow. 
Wagh— To spiU. 
Inti— Across. 
Lenrate— Priest 
Ley ob— Devil. 
Kapo — A relation. 
Lcpied — Foot. 
Teo-owitt— Leg. 
Taehoot — Belly. 
Bpose — ^If. 
Delate— Straight. 
Beepy— Crooked. 
Tolo— Win. 
Kow— Tie. 
Kiack— UnUo. 
Taka— He. 
Neslka— We. 
Man — Man. 
Klootchman— Woman. 
Chuck— Water. 
Lum— Rum. 
Patle— Full. 
Patlamb— Drunk. 
Boston— American. 
Pesioux- French. 
Malo— None. 
Husatchy— Bad. 
Tyhee— ChJet 
Elltee— Slave. 
On — Brother. 
Ata— Sitter. 
Kapswalla— SteaL 
Ipsoot— Secret 
PatUtch— Give. 
Iscum— Take. 
Wake-No. 
Nowitka— Yes. 
Sdokum— Strong. 
Six— Friend. 
Ikta— What 
Peohuck— Green. 
Lerooro — Wild, 
Daselle— Saddle. 
Sitlii— Stirrup. 
Lesibro— Spurs, 
Kolan — ^Ear. 
Elapp— To find. 



Ktdl-~Toagl^ hwd. 
Lapulla— The baek. 
Paplri— Wheat 
Sire saplel—Bread. 
Labiscnit— Biscuit 
Laween — Oata. 
Liee— Btee. 



So&p-^oan. 
MolaaS'—MolaaseB. 
Stick shoes— Staoea. 
Skin shoer— lUcasiM. 
Gleeee Pire— Candle. •* 
Skullapeen— A rifle. 
Memofooae — KilL 
Aetshoot- Bear. 
Mowitch — Deer. 
Cttitchaddy— Babbil;. 
Skubbyyon-rSkunk. 
OUkhlyou— 6eaL 
Yakolla— Eagle. 
Waugh'waogh— OwL 
Skakairk— Hawk. 
Mauk— Doek. 
Smockmock— Grouse. 
Malaekua— MusqaitiOk 
Swaawa— PanUier. 
Skudzo— .i squirrel. 
Eopooy— lAoe. 
Lesway — Silk. 
Lalopa-^Ubbons. 
Kapo— CosA. 
Sickilox— Pantaloons. 
Shirt— Shirt 
Aekik-*-A fish-hook. 
Tootosh— Milk. 
Snass— Bain. 
Pithiek— Thick. 
Snow— Snow. 
Lehash— An axe. 
Laleem— File. 
Open— A knife. 
Leklee— K^ys. 
Pillom— A broom. 
Lakutchec— Clams. 
liacassett-^A triBik. 
Tnmclitch— A barrel. 
Opkan— A basket 
Lepla— A plate. if 

Latuble — A taUe. i. 
Laqaeen — A saw. 
Moosum— Sleep. 
Cold lllihe— Winter. 
Warm Illihe— Somner. 
Cold— A year. 
Ke waa|>— A hole. 
Zum— Write. 
Klemenwbit— False. 
Klonass— Don't kamr. 
Quass— Fear, afindd. 



r 



179 



OlAllf--] 



V 

BlAkeeoe— Stan. 
How— Listen, sfetend. 
SU-Bil— BatleM. 
L*peep— Pipe. 
AkMpooit-Needl^ 
Tui-tuk-~Mask^ 
■Tvnm DMtce. 
Opootob— Tail. 
Klinwin-^Silw. 
Ikt itiek— A ysrd. 
JElp— First. 
Clayl8tone~<?o«l. 
LeMek-~A bair. 
N«wh*->Hoirisit? 
Tanass Klootcbman — A 

girl. 
Twnwnt' A child, and aay- 

fhlnff smolL 
Wawa — LaaagoMg^, to 



TIkke— Want, desire, Ac. 
IkU nuka tikke — What 

doToa want? 
Okaok— This, or that. 
Wake ikta nika tikke— I 

do not want anything. 
Sow wash — In<aan, si 



Hamook Chaoo— Bring. 
Hnck-Mvck — AaytUog 

good to eat. 
Pire-Chnck— Arjlent spi- 
rits of any kind. 
King George— English, 

Scoteb, or Irish. 
Laptosh— A shhigle or 

phink. 
Wake nika kvmtoi— I do 

not nnderstand. 
Oihe— Sandwich Islander. 
Hyaas— Large, or Teiy 

large, 
TiU— HeaTy, or Ured. 
Lazy — Slow, or lazy. 
Mammock Ipsoot — To 

conceal. 
Hallnck Laport • Open 

the door. 
Iknooy Laport— Shut the 

door. 
Klakany-'Oat of doon. 
Hidlight — Sit down, put 

down, or stay. 
Midwhit— Stand np, get 

np, or move. 
Sitkum— Middle, or half. 
Tons Poolakly— Sunset, 

or dosk. 
Cockshat — Fight, faredc, 

injure, Ac. 
Wakeskoknm— Weak. 
Wakckontiok— Nerar. 
Kuiiitiix-*Unde»taiid. 



Tage. 

Ankuty— Long ago. 

Lay-lay— A long time. 

Konsick— How much. 

Makook— Buy or sell. 

Kultia— Nothing, or gra- 
tis. 

Kapitt— Finish, stop. 

Kapitt wawa—Hold your 
tongue. 

Kanitch— Look, to see. 

Sockally T^hee— The Al- 
mighty. 

Neekwoolly — Deep, be- 
neath. 

Quonisum— Always. 

bick — UnweU, Ul, sick, 
Ac. 

Lecrerae— Cream-colour. 

Leky — Spotted, or pie> 
bald. 

Olo — Hungry, or thirsty. 

Lapushmo — Saddle-blan- 
ket. 

Chick ehiek— A wagon, or 
car 

Eull-knll stick— Oak. 

Laplash stick— Cedar. 

Legum stick — Pine. 

Keleman Sapel— Flour. 

Sale — Cotton, or calieo. 

Kanfm— Canoe, or boot. 

Klackan— A fence, a fidd. 

Kalidon — Lead, or shot. 

Chlckaman— Metals of all 
kinds. 

Chickaman 'shoes— Horse 
shoes. 

Tanass Musket— A pistol. 

Moolack or Moos— KIk. 

Salmon or saUo-waek — 
Salmon. 

Tanass Salmon- Trout. 

Lemule oa Hyas kolon— 
Mule. 

Man Moos-moos— An ox. 

Tanass Moos-moos — A 
calf. , 

Henkerehim •— Handker- 
ehief. 

Coat— A woman's gown. 

Keokwttlly ooo^-A petti' 
ooat. 



Keekwully Slekilox — 
Drawers. 

Haohr on House— A 
house. 

Kata— Why, or what !■ 
the matter? 

Whaah— (Exclamation of 
astonisfamont) Indeed. 

Abb*— Well then, or. If 

' that is the case. 

Lttckwulla— A nut. 

Tupso— Grass or straw. 

Hoey-Hoey— Exchange. 

Tootosh gleece— Butter. 

Kquttilt— To collapse. 

Glass— A looking-glass or 
window. 

Eoory kuitan— A race- 
horse. 

Tanass Lokutch^e— Mus- 
sels. 

Eoppa— From, towards, 
Ac. 

Chitdi— Grandmother. 

Kia Howya — How are 
you ? or poor, pitiftd. 

Lapooelle— Frying-pan. 

Appola— A roast of any- 
thing. 

Quis-quis— A straw mat. 

Mnkook house— A store. 

Katsoek — Mid^laj, be- 
tween. 

Oloman— An old man, or 
worn out. 

Lerosei- An old woman. 

Hyaso Sunday — Christ- 
mas duy and the 4th of 
July. 

Piaheck— Bad, exhausted. 

Paper— Paper, books, Ae. 

Zum seeahhoose — Paint 
the fiiee. 

Pire olallT— Ripe berries. 

Cold olaliy— Cranberries. 

Fm olaliy— Strawberries. 

Lapiaego — A trap or 
snare. 

Miami— Down the stream, 
below. 

Machlay — Towards the 
land. t 

Staet^ay- Island. 

AallOTma—> Another, or 

different. 
Hee-hee-lema — Gamblo* 
Kaiapto— Betum, or cap- 
size. 
Eloeh-Klock— Oyvters. 
Lawooliteh— A bottle . 
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Annah— EzelamsUon of 


Ikt— 1. 


BstooUhment 


Moz— 2. 


Sick turn turn — Regret, 


Klone-4. 


•orrow. 


Locket'-4w 


Kooy - Kooj — Finger- 


Qninnm— 5. 


rinw. 
Hrowlkalt-^tobborn. 


Tahum— 6. 


Sinimox— 7. 


Tickerchy— AUhougli. 
Tamanawu — Witohcraffb. 


Sotkin—S. 


Qniea— 9. 
TaUlum— 10. 


Owaykeet— A road. 



Tatilvni pi Ikt-*U. 
TatUam pf mox— 12. 
TatUimi-taAUiua on Ikt 

Takamonak— 100. 
Ikt hyaas Takamoaak^ 

1000. 
Stowebelow— North. 
Stegwoak— South. 
Sun ClMko— Kaat 
Sun Hldlightr-West. 
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A WRITEB in one of the Yancouyer Island jonmaJB 
received by the last mail, justly observes : — 

" British Columbia, at the era of her gold die- 
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ooreries — and even at the present — differed from 
both of those great gold conn tries. She was nothing 
bnt an interminable wilderness when the gold 
excitement commenced in 1858. Around a few of 
the wide-spread forts of the Hud(«on Bay Company 
there were a few evidences of agriculture, but the 
amount of labour invested annually in agriculture 
was merely nominal. The white men and Indians 
who lived in the country may, for all practical 
purposes, be said to have lived by hunting and the 
chase. With the influx, of immigrauta came also 
the demand for supplies of food, and as nothing but 
fish or game could be had, of necessity, with these 
exceptions, every article of food, whether necessaries 
or luxuries, had to be brought from abroad. The 
seaioh for gold has, during the four years past, 
oocopied industry entirely. Only a few — very few — 
persons have engaged in agriculture ; so few, indeed, 
that the total value of agricultural produce for 1861 
cannot exceed $20,000. We even think that a 
high estimate, though the labour invested this 
jiear in agricultural improvem(*.ntH may be much 
more. As a Stet-off to this small gain by agri- 
culture, we may safely assume that this year 
$500,000 have been spent for food for men 
and animals, and sept abroad, enriching our neigh- 
bours. We might with safety increase the estimate; 
but this is sufficiently large to show what tribute 
British Columbia is paying annually to the agricul- 
turists of the neighbouring States merely for subsis- 
tence. It shows what an advantage our mineral 
industry is to our neighbours, and what a loss 
British Columbia is annually sustaining. Her gold 
is taken out of her hills ; is exchanged for food ; 
the £ood is consumed ; and yet all that the country 
can show for it is the discovery of new gold fields, 
the construction of trails, and the possession of a 
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few thousands of miners. These results were tin- 
avoidable in a great degree. They may compensate 
for the temporary poverty they entail, the drain on 
onr chief export, gold. Bat if we pursue a similar 
course year after year, when the cream of our gold 
fields is taken away, we will be forced to fall back 
on agriculture as a leading branch of industry, and 
at a time when the inducements to engage in ii 
may not be so attractive to immigrants as at pre^ 
sent. It will be long before the infant manvfiio* 
tores of ^Hk^ country will make any perceptible 
diminution in the imports. Mines, whether gold^ 
silver, copper, or coal, and agriculture will, for many 
years be the only kinds of productive labour wit^ 
which we can maintain our commerce. From these 
two branches of industry British Columbisi will 
have to pay off 'the annuai indebtedness created by 
her imports. The exchangeable commodity will to 
mineral wealth, and agricultural produce should be 
largely consumed in creating that kind of excbange. 
Such is evidently her true industrial policy at the 
present time. No other policy can create permaa 
Bent wealth. Fabulously rich gold fields may for 
a time build up cities, construct roads, and fill our 
ports with shipping and commerce, while dependent 
on our neighbours for food. Sut to be really proa* 
perons, really independent, really powerful and 
wealthy, agnculture has to feed the whole popula- 
tion ; and to feed them, agriculture has to be enoou-* 
raged and developed as the basis of the Kigh road to 
moral and intellectual excellence— to wealth itselfi 
''The mineral wealth of British Columbia is a 
powerful inducement to Engage in the cultivation ci 
the soil. It will attract annually, for many years to 
come, thousands of immigrants, all of whom have to 
be fed ; and, except fed with domestic produce, the 
eost of living will be materially increased Without 
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proteotion enforced by law, the farmer vho settles 
on Tboropflon's Biver or £u:ther north towards Alex- 
aadria, will be protected m his market by the dis- 
tanoe which produce will have to be brought to 
oooipete with him. If it is brought from Califoriuay 
iiB distance will be from 1000 to 1500 miles. If 
ft*om Oregon, 500 to 800 miles. If from Vaucoa- 
iFer Iskud, 150 to 500 miles. The co0t of trans- 
poiiataon to a shipping point, and the freight on 
the route to the place of coosumption, are enormousy 
a huge profit of itself, and a better p' ^^^tion to 
a^ioultural industry in British Colui^b&a than a 
high protective tariff levied on purpose. The duty 
ef tea per cent, levied at New Westminster adds 
9i»ll more to the protection afforded to the farmer. 
But the greatest protection of all is the distance 
from all fore^ furmers. It is useless to urge the 
superabundance of produce in the markets of Call- 
fomia and Oregon, and its cheapness. It is impos- 
sible for them to compete. The expense of trans- 
portation is so greats that nothing bat tlie entire 
absenee of agriculture in central and northern 
British Columbia allows an ounce of California 
and Oregon produce to reach the mines. The 
monent that domestic produce is raised in sufficient 
^fuan titles to supply the demand, that momrait the 
inportatiom of foreign produce will ceeae. 

«We estimate that British Columbia has lost 
this year f 500,000 and over, simply through the 
want of agricultural industry. That sum itself 
woald provide 500 farmers with an annual profit of 
$1000 each, which is far greater tlian miners usually 
averaga If to such a profit the farmer were to add 
the value of his labour expended in improvements 
and the increase in the value of his property through 
the increase of the population, his profits would be 
doubled. But this is merely fiirming on a small 



